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INTRODUCTION 

: THIs Is NOT A BOOK FOR PSYCHIATRISTS, HISTORIANS, OR 
the uninformed. Psychiatrists and psychologists will find in the 

_ professional journals the reports of which this book is at the 
same time an abstract and an elaboration. For historians, 

the transcripts of interviews and other records from which 
- much, but by no means all, of the data was taken will, I as- 

sume, eventually be made available. As for the third class— 
I am not inclined to burden this report with more detail 
than I judge a moderately well-informed reader will require 
to understand the personalities under examination. 
No reader of newspapers, magazines, or contemporary 

historical literature needs to have retold the history of the 
Nazi Party. You will not find here a warmed-over account of 
Hitler’s rise to power, or the Munich Putsch, of the 1934 
purge, or the 1944 assassination attempt. What you will 
find, I trust, is an intelligible analysis of. the personalities 
which were able to warp and control the actions of 80 mil- 
lion Germans. 

One of the most important values in civilization is what 
Korzybski has called “time binding’—the ability to learn 
from the past experience of others without having to go 
through it ourselves.: It is imperative that we appreciate the 
horror of the Third Reich without experiencing it. The dev- 
astation of Europe, the deaths of millions, the near-destruc- 
tion of modern culture will have gone for naught if we 
do not draw the right conclusions about the forces which 
produced such chaos. We must learn the why of the Nazi 
success so we can take steps to prevent the recurrence of 
such evil. 
My method in this book will be to relate my conclusions 

about Nazism to what I learned from and about the top © 
Nazis themselves. During the five months I served as Psy- 
chiatrist to the Nuremberg Jail, I interviewed every day at 
length some of the 22 men held there as war criminals. Ex- 
cept for the insane Hess, this was the first thorough mental 
checkup any of them had been given. 

In addition to careful medical and psychiatric examina- 
tions, I subjected the men to a series of psychological tests. 
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Office as an interpreter and, at my direction, made reco 

-. oners and which are reported in this book. 

~ selves. But, realizing that their prison personality patterns 

further reason that any honest testimony is usable in psy- 
chiatric synthesis, I also obtained interviews with and writ- 

- ten reports from a number of persons who had known the 

The following excerpts from a letter which one of them a 
- wrote to his wife is generally indicative of the hopelessness x 

‘matic Apperception Tests, a projective ‘tecl 
standard pictures about which the subject ‘makes up 
. The intelligence’ estimations were made from a Germa 
adaptation of the Wechsler-Bellevue Test devised 

instances; but for the most part, the chief criminals sp 

Rorschach Test, a well-known aad 
personality study. A few of the c 

sistant, Dr. Gustave Gilbert, the prison. psychologist - 
a captain in the A.U.S. Dr. Gilbert was also assigned 

of many of the conversations which I had with these 

The language problem was an important one in son 

Bey good English. I always used interpreters to prevent 
- misunderstandings, however, in important discussions. F 
quently, I would rotate interpreters on different days, getting ~ 
the same information through rephrasing the questions. In — 
‘this way I was able to check on the quality of the inca 
tations and properly evaluate my findings. 

As a psychiatrist, I interviewed first of all the men them 

would naturally reflect a desire to curry favor, and for the 

Nuremberg Nazis when they were at the top of the heap. 
Such outside evidence provided confirmation that all of — 

the prisoners were exhibiting various degrees of depression. mg 

and discouragement all 22 displayed in ereatehy or lesser 2 oe. 
degree. as 

“J doubt whether anyone can understand our aie of 
mind without having experienced all this. The worries. about - <5 
the closest members of the family, the sons missing in action, — 
the destroyed property, and all the personal pain about the — Ea 
whole country, about other relatives, the painful thoughts 
about the future without any regard to our own fate—all 

this is so unique that it can sae be cone with ‘the 
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tiful- Germany; instead we now have a heap of rubbish, 
unimaginable, and not to be eliminated in decades.” 
_ Such a wealth of data was available—from associates, 

_ Moving pictures, speeches, writings, and other records—that 
I was able to verify virtually every facet of character of 
€very person under examination. For the record, all histor- 
‘ically significant material in this report is based on a minimum 
‘of two, and generally three, witnesses. In many instances, 
I have not revealed the source of my information. But each 
has been authenticated, and the information is available to 

_ interested and qualified individuals. 
_ Complete studies of the personalities discussed in this book 
are under way. They will be published in the professional 
journals in due time. 
I wish to express here my deepest appreciation to Lt. 
‘Col. Renee Juchli who, as Chief Medical Officer of Nurem- 
Berg Jail, gave wholehearted support to my studies. I am 
grateful also to the other members of the medical and nurs- 
ing staff and, particularly, to Lt. Dorothy Mears who was 
instrumental in obtaining data from the female prisoners 
among the lesser Nazis in the jail. I am also grateful to the 
Commanding Officer of the Internal Security Detachment, 
‘Col. B. C. Andrus, who facilitated my work at every step. 
- Without the support of Drs. Richard M. Brickner, D. Ewen 
Cameron, Nolan D. C. Lewis, John A. P. Millet, and Marga- 
‘Tet Mead, I should never have attempted a book for the lay 
teader. Without the generous aid of Mr. Nathan Schulman, 
I should certainly never have completed it. 

I owe a debt of thanks also to the many translators who 
aided me in obtaining various manuscripts and in converting 
‘them to English for my use. The Department of State Publica- 
tion #1864 and other translations were most helpful, as was 
‘the work of Mr. T. H. Tetens, head of the Germanic Library 
in New York City. 

Mr. Charles Burnes shared the burden of editorial collabo- 
Tation in preparation of the manuscript, and I am deeply 

‘indebted to him for the time and energy he put into this 
‘most difficult task. 





PART ONE 

THE ENVIRONMENT 
What is normal for a pagan barbarian may not be for 

‘a creature of a Christian-industrial-twentieth-century culture. 
Since my return from Europe where I was Psychiatrist to 
the Nuremberg Jail, I have realized that many Americans— 
even well-informed ones—do not grasp that concept. For too 
many of them have said.to me: 
_ “What kind of people were those Nazis really? Of course, 
all the top fellows weren't normal. Obviously they were in- 
‘Sane, but what sort of insanity did they have?” 

Insanity is no explanation for the Nazis. They were sim- 
‘ply creatures of their environment, as all humans are; and 
they were also—to a greater degree than most humans are 
—the makers of their environment. Though this is not the 
‘place to recapitulate the growth of their ideologies, or of 
their Party, nonetheless I believe that the psychological bent 
‘of the 22 Nuremberg Nazis will be more readily apparent if 
‘we refresh our memory by recalling the cultural matrices by 
which they were conditioned. 

11 
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be fostered perhaps more soe iden ‘cultu 
The seeds of PrOprens are _always ean in ev 

‘sunlight and showers. Also present in So “pale 

sunlight and showers. Also present in every cul 
Germany into neo-paganism and barbarism simply 
ing a heavy dressing of hate-rousing propaganda — 

makeup. Let me illustrate with three quotations: 
First: “It is necessary that our Spo ee 

_ the death cries of men without number.” — 
Second: “Frankly, we are and must be. barbarians . 

countries ... They call us barbarians. What of it? We scor 
them and their abuse...Our troops must achieve victo 
What else matters?” ea 

Third: “The new Europe will be a continent resto 
barbarism... And this time the foundation for the new ex 
rope will be laid, not by priests and diplomats, but b 
pirates of destiny ... Now, at last, we may frankly cont 
that the Gospel has lost all meaning for us.’ Pk 

The origins of those three statements of policy—and, 
no mistake, they voiced a continuing German policy— 

For the first, General Count von Haesler, in a 
to his troops in 1893; for the second, Major Ge 
Disfurth, in the Hamburger Nachrichten, Noyvembe 
for the third, Jankow Janeff of the staff of Alfred 
berg, in his book Heroism and World Fear, 1937 = 

12 “ a 
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Pan-Germanism and Nazi Ideology 13 
It is evident that the Nazis alone did not reverse the 

itream of German culture; the cult of barbarism had live 
yoots there still in 1923. 
Nor did Hitler and Rosenberg invent the myth of the Ger- 

man super-race. Here is evidence in the same sequence: 
“We are the salt of the earth...God created us so that 

we should civilize the world.” (Kaiser Wilhelm II, in his 
Tangier speech, 1905.) 
~The Germans are the chosen people of the earth. They 

will accomplish their destiny, which is to direct the world 
ind to govern other nations for the good of humanity.” 
{Professor von Seyden, Frankfurter Zeitung, 1914). 
~... The Government has decided to extend the German 

prder over the whole world. The world will have to reck- 
pn with German economy, with German soldiers, and can- 
non.” (Dr. Goebbels, in a speech on March 23, 1936.) 
‘The depreciation of ethics, of conscience as a guide to 

ronduct, reached its prime expression in the Nuremberg 
Nazis. But the way had been prepared. Pedants, generals, 
ud priests had long taught that no moral scruples should 
stay a hand raised to strike for the German State. Some 
persons may assume that a higher morality guided Germany’s 
-ulers during the years of the Weimar Republic, but the evi- 
Hence does not support wishful assumptions. Here is the 
Ioastful testimony of Dr. Karl J. Wirth, leader of the Catholic 
enter Party and Chancellor of the Republic from 1921 to 

1922, from the Luzerner Tageblatt, August, 1937: 
“As to the rearmament of Germany, Hitler has only con- 

‘inued the rearmament that had been prepared by the Weimar 
Republic. I, myself, deserve great credit for this prepa- 
ration... The great difficulty was that our military efforts 
aad to be kept secret from the Allies... When Hitler 
same to power he no longer needed to concern himself with 
the quality of the German Army but only with the quantity. 
The real reorganization was our work.” 
What of Nazi Germany’s slave-labor policy? The follow- 

ing statement of Ernst Haase, Leipzig University professor 
and President of the Pan-German League, dates back to 
1905, and anticipates the crimes of Frank, Rosenberg, and 
Sauckel. 

- “Who in the future is to do the heavy and dirty work 
which every national community based on labor will always 

eed? . . . Is it to be left to any part of our German people 
© occupy such slaves’ positions? The solution consists in 
Mir condemning alien European stock, the Poles, Czechs, 
lews, Italians and so on... to these slaves’ occupations.” 
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were bombarded over the last half cen ne 
them nearly two hundred years of philosop phical 

tions in the same tone—the writings of Herder 

“Schelling, Hegel, Mueller, List, ‘Gobineau, Wag 
Chamberlain. It was the racial theories of Richard 
his English son-in-law, Houston Stewart Chambe: 

aroused the nineteenth-century anti-Semitism of ‘ 
and prepared the people for the appalling Pee 
Nazis. 

Other Geren ideas which the Nazis utilized 
of the Fuehrer Principle, the Folk Hero (Hitler 
Elite Class (the Party). What Hitler did was t 
‘these established German concepts and simplify th 
them more primitive. They were already emotionally | 
of the people; and when Hitler re-emphasized them, 

Reich. 
It is when we understand this that we realize how 

and his henchmen were able to take over 80 millior 
women, and children, bodies and minds. 

Hitler found a people previously conditioned te 
explosive ideologies, frustrated by defeat, hungry, we 
by inflation—and homogeneous. He won their attentio: 
promising them solutions for the most pressing probler 
food and shelter, and the indignities of defeat. He r 
captured emotional control of them by. appealing to 
conditional beliefs and pea ere re the | 

~ with them what he wished. 
At is an established scientific fact that a ‘person 

not think intellectually (cortically). Hitler had an ones 
ple thinking with its thalamus. In such state they fell 
prey to Goebbels, Streicher, Ley, and the other propagan 
dists. For those who refused to think emotionally and follo 
him—there were such even after 1933—he contrive 
concentration camp. And there was always the bulle 
prison wall. 



4 ee CHAPTER 
TWO 

NUREMBERG JAIL 
'_ NUREMBERG WAS A “TOUGH” JAIL. THE FACT THAT TWO 

(of the 22 top Nazis imprisoned there managed to commit 
‘suicide does not change that fact. In Nuremberg Jail the 
| former elite of Germany tasted the bitter gall of their own 
| boastful words. All of them ate there their promises of vic- 
|fory; many of them re-ingested the hosannas they had 
‘spewn to Hitler. Since this jail, with its implications of de- 
feat, frustration, and indignities, was the environment of 
these men during the period they were studied, it is worth 
while to review briefly just how it was run. 

' The prison block which housed the war criminals was a 
three-storey structure with a wide corridor running the 
length of the ground floor. Cells lay on both sides of the 
corridor, and at either end circular stairways led to the two 
upper tiers of cells. The catwalks along these upper tiers 
Were screened to prevent any suicidal leap to the corridor. 
Before and during the trial, the major Nazis were all housed 
On the ground floor. In the end only those sentenced to be 
hanged remained there, and the others were moved to upper 
tiers before they were finally taken away to Spandau Prison 
in a Berlin suburb. 

The individual cells were about nine by thirteen feet. A 
heavy wooden door several inches thick was centered in the 
nine-foot wall, on the corridor side. Opposite it was a high, 
barred window opening into a court. In the center of the 
door at about chin height was a small drop door about fif- 
teen inches square. This was kept open at all times. The 
door, opening down, jutted out at right angles into the cell 
and formed a small shelf on which the prisoner’s meals 
were placed. 

The cells were furnished each with a steel cot fastened to 
the wall at one side of the door. Opposite it were a lavatory 
bowl and toilet, the latter without wooden cover or seat. 
The only other furnishings were a straight chair and a flim- 
Sy table on which prisoners were allowed to keep pencil, 

15 



ms “the prisoners kept extra clothes, linen, 
ranged in piles between the foot of the cot 

ce which he persisted in saving to submit to chemic 

; papers, clara ates 
other personal possessions 

Hess added to these the various small - 

one of his delusions being poisoned | food. 
The only time when a prisoner could ben 

: visible to the guard. Prior to the suicide of Rob 2 
guard was assigned to watch each four prisoners; the 
a guard was on duty at each cell door twenty. at 
day. ; 

The cells were lighted by an electric bulb in. 
fastened to the outer side of a grille which fitted 
small door. This light burned with constant brillian 
during sleeping hours when it was dimmed. Ev 

remained bright enough for reading. The reflector w: s at 
twelve inches in diameter and covered most of th 
‘forcing the guard to peer around the edges at the 

It was the Jail’s strict Tule that head and han 

Prisoners who snuggled down too cozily dnriae & 
winter nights were brusquely wakened by worried g 
Ee forced to turn ends about” on the cot ani ; 

is the ae one in even the Barked prisons. 
cell guard never suspecting Ley’s “puttering” in the t 
_ as he prepared his own strangulation. Goering’s guard neve: 
saw him slip into his mouth the tube of potassium cya i 
In any event, once Goering had the poison in his possessio 
the guard = not have prevented his ‘suicide. . 

were another meactica typical of a noe prison. — 
week, twice, perhaps four times or oftener, ‘the 
could expect a “shakedown.” In this the prisoner was 
to strip and stand in a corner of the cell while M.-P.’ 
carefully through his bedding, clothing, papers, and 
impedimenta. In my months at Nuremberg these shaked 
were so thorough that prisoners needed. some Jane hour. 
restore their cells to order. : 

Once a week the prisoners were marched to 
room where they bathed under supervision. They 

=~ 
—— 
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lowed to keep one outfit of their own clothing, with several 
_ changes of linen, socks, and so on in their cells. Class X 
(unfit for further Army use) fatigues were issued for loung- 

_ ing and policing their quarters. These “beat-up” GI work 
' clothes were the only garments Streicher and Ley had for 
_ months. Before the trial began, the United States Army se- 
_ cured from their families one suit for each prisoner to wear 
- into court. 
No suspenders, belts, or shoelaces were allowed in the 

_ cells; nor, of course, was anything remotely resembling a 
_ weapon. During the trial all laces, braces, and such items 

_ were taken away from the prisoners as soon as they re- 
turned from courtroom to cell. At first no string of any sort 
was allowed but, eventually, each of the elderly men who 
wore shoes was issued two four-inch pieces of thin string to 
tie through the top holes of his shoes so he need not shuf- 
fle as he moved about his cell and the exercise yard. 

This yard, about a block square, lay at one side of the 
cell block. One prisoner would walk fifteen minutes at a 
time up and down one side of the walled yard while another, © 
within hailing distance but forbidden to communicate, paced 
up and down the other side. 

When the prisoners were moved from Mundorf to Nurem- 
berg some two months before the trial, they had been in con- 
finement for three months. Goering I had seen and treated 
regularly for his drug addiction at Mundorf; Hess (who 
reached Nuremberg some time later) had been under British 
medical care. The others were held virtually incommunicado. 
Their guards maintained a stony silence except to correct 
them harshly for some breach of the strict discipline; even 
the waiters who brought their food were forbidden to return 
their greetings. ; 
When I came to Nuremberg, therefore, I found a group 

of “patients” eager to talk. Seldom have I found psychiatric 
interviews so easy as were most of these. Then and thereaft- 
er they talked almost without probing or prompting. 

There were exceptions, of course. It is a psychiatrist’s 
technique to gain the confidence of those in his care—by 
honestly earning it. But I never succeeded in getting Hess, 
for instance, to let down the barriers he had erected be- 
tween himself and reality. Jodl, Raeder, and Seyss-Inquart 
remained relatively stiff and formal throughout our acquaint- 
ance. Doenitz and Ribbentrop, on the other hand, became 
quite friendly in their attitude toward me, while Goering was 
positively jovial over my daily coming and wept unashamed- 
ly when I left Nuremberg for the States. 



18 THE ENVIRONMENT 2 : 

As a scientist I regarded my duty in the Jail to be not ~ 
only to guard the health of men facing trial for war crimes — 
but also to study them as a researcher in a laboratory. I 
shared the opinion of ethnologists and politicians alike that 
Nazism was a socio-cultural disease which, while it had 
been epidemic only among our enemies, was endemic in 
all parts of the world. I shared the fear that sometime in 
the future it might become epidemic in my own nation. 

Medical men know that when they isolate the germ or 
virus that causes disease among men, they can prepare a 
vaccine or serum that will protect us against it. I had at 
Nuremberg the purest known Nazi-virus cultures—22 clay — 
flasks as it were—to study, and with but a short time in 
which to work. I took upon myself to examine the person- 
ality patterns of these men and, to a degree, the techniques 
they employed to win and hold power. Though my work 
was hurried and incomplete, I believe it was sufficiently fruit- 
ful to indicate which way we Americans should turn our 
thoughts and our education, our policies and our political 
methods, if we are to avoid the sad fate of the Germans. — 
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THE CRIMINALS 

Rudolf Hess 
Alfred Rosenberg 

Hermann Goering 

Hans Fritzsche 

Baldur von Schirach 

Joachim von Ribbentrop 

Constantin von Neurath 

Franz von Papen 

Alfred Jodl | 

Wilhelm Keitel 

Karl Doenitz 

Erich Raeder 
Ernst Kaltenbrunner 

Julius Streicher 

Robert Ley 

Hans Frank 

Wilhelm Frick 

Arthur Seyss-Inquart 

Hjalmar Horace Greeley 
Schacht . 

Walther Funk 
Albert Speer 

Fritz Sauckel 

ADOLF HITLER 

b. Jan. 12, 1893 
b. April 26, 1896 

b. Jan. 12, 1893 

b. April 21, 1900 

b. May 9, 1907 

b. April 30, 1893 

b. Feb. 2, 1873 

b. Oct. 29, 1879 

b. May 10, 1890 

b. Sept. 22, 1882 

b. Sept. 16, 1891 

b. April 24, 1896 
b. Oct. 4, 1903 

b. Feb. 12, 1885 

b. Feb. 15, 1890 

b. May 3, 1900 

b. March 12, 1877 

b. July 12, 1892 

b. Jan. 22, 1877 

b. Aug. 18, 1890 
b. March 19, 1905 

b. Oct. 27, 1894 

b. April 20, 1889 

Serving life imprisonment 
Hanged, Nuremberg Jail, 

Oct. 16, 1946 
Committed Suicide, 

Nuremberg Jail, 
Oct. 15, 1946 

Freed by International 
Tribunal 

Serving 20 years’ im- 
prisonment 

Hanged, Nuremberg Jail, 
Oct. 16, 1946 

Serving 15 years’ im- 
prisonment 

Freed by International 
Tribunal 

Hanged, Nuremberg Jail, 
Oct. 16, 1946 

Hanged, Nuremberg Jail, 
Oct. 16, 1946 

Serving 10 years’ im- 
prisonment 

Serving life imprisonment . 
Hanged, Nuremberg Jail, 

Oct. 16, 1946 
Hanged, Nuremberg Jail, 

Oct. 16, 1946 
Committed suicide, 

Nuremberg Jail, 
Oct., 1945 

Hanged, Nuremberg Jail, 
Oct. 16, 1946 

Hanged, Nuremberg Jail, 
Oct. 16, 1946 

Hanged, Nuremberg Jail, 
Oct. 16, 1946 

Freed by International 
Tribunal 

Serving life imprisonment 
Serving 20 years’ im- 

prisonment 
Hanged, Nuremberg Jail, 

Oct. 16, 1946 
Fate undetermined 



PART TWO 

THE POLICY MAKERS 

Adolf Hitler was without question the principal maker of © 
policy for the Nazis tried at Nuremberg, as well as for the 
National Socialist Party and, between February, 1933 and 
May, 1945, for all Germany. My analysis of what manner 
of man Hitler was will follow all the others for the reason 
that mty information about him was largely obtained from 
his imprisoned aides. And for the further reason that, in the 
psychiatric profile of each of them, the reader will find some 
feature which bears a trace of Hitler influence. When we are 
through with all the rest, these trace elements of character 
-will lend detail to the picture of Der Fuebrer. 7 shall discuss 
here, therefore, only three policy makers—Hess, Rosenberg, 
and Goering. 

These three men were among the “elite” whom the Nazi 
Party, faithfully following the ancient German recipe, de- 
veloped as officers directly subservient to Hitler and acting 
as his advisers (insofar as anyone dared). Not all of the of- 
ficers were policy makers. The men who actually were im- 
portant in the policies and affairs of state were few. Two, 
Goebbels and Himmler, committed suicide and were never 
tried. Of the lot that stood trial, only Goering, Rosenberg, 
and Hess were really influential. They were actually responsi- 
ble for parts of Hitler's basic theory—Hess and Rosenberg 
in the twenties and early thirties, and Goering after the 
Party came to power. 

20 



CHAPTER 
THREE 

RUDOLF HESS 

PROBABLY NO FIGURE IN RECENT YEARS HAS BEEN THE 
subject of so much publicity and wild guessing as has the 
one-time deputy of Adolf Hitler, Rudolf Hess. Until May 10, 
1941, when he made his dramatic flight to England, Hess’s 
role in German history was simple and unimpressive. Since 
that time, however, virtually every intelligent, informed per- 
son in the world has at some time speculated on the person- 
ality of this puzzling Nazi and the reasons for his flight. 
Hess’s action is logical only if we can understand his basic 

- psychic structure. 
Because Hess had had a psychotic episode while under 

detention by the British, and because I wanted to clear his 
mind and keep him in shape for trial, I spent hours at a 

_ time, for weeks on end, in his cell. Though he spoke Eng- 
' lish well and answered most questions quite readily, I never 
' succeeded in getting him to be friendly. He was almost’ con- 

stantly on guard, aloof, clicking his heels and saluting. One 
day when the question of his treatment came up he explained 

- his attitude: “You are kind, yes. But I do not know if you 
are a friend. I shall wait until the trial is finished. Then I 
will know if you are a friend or not a friend.” 

Though he was not insane while under my care, Hess 
could not at any time be called a normal person. He had 
left Germany at a time when the Reich was master of Eu- 
rope and potential master of the world. He believed passion- 
ately in Germany’s final triumph. As time wore on and the 
tide of battle turned, his fanatical mind would not accept the 
growing magnitude of Germany’s defeat. When the end 
did come, he still insisted upon childish play acting as the 

' deputy of a Fuehrer who was no more. The answering of 

personal questions he regarded as beneath his dignity. 

Hess was an Ausldnder, born in Alexandria, Egypt. He was 

taught by a private tutor until he was fifteen, when he was 

sent to Germany to complete his education. As a university 

student he met Karl Haushofer, the famous German profes- 

21 



= capethet for three years. Hee left the. Pipiment al fter 
ing a chest wound in 1917. He an ee to ‘th 

¥ cof ihe Nazi Party. 

ie of geopolitics, 

during one street fight, was Seoudeds aiue See 
pean came under the influence of his old cues 

: group, Hess suffered various injuries in many braw 

__ of November 9, 1923, he played an important role, being é 
‘signed to seize several Bavarian leaders as hostages. Whi 
the putsch failed, Hess escaped into Austria but late 

Kampf. (Hess had studied stenography oe the war 

_Fuehrer, partly as secretary and partly as deputy at_ 

Party and was carried away by the organieaney 

A vigorous, belligerent member of the early Nazi fing : 

quarter of a century later he still boasted scars. In the putscl 

turned and was sentenced to prison in Landsberg F I 
where Hitler was also incarcerated. 
_ Here Hess served as Adolf Hitler’s secretary, taking dowr 
to Hitler’s dictation, the greater part of the Nazi bible, ms 

ness. ) But he did more than merely set down the word: 
his master. He instilled into Hitler and into the book 

Hehated his bit to the book.) It was during this oon 
a relatively pleasant prison, that Hess became a close confi- 
dant of Hitler and achieved the status which made | hi 
finally Deputy Es of Greater Germany. © 

porter, constantly Gonads whoiehearted see Es 
other Nazis. His service to Hitler consisted in acting fe 

state affairs. He developed some antagonism to a rit 

second best. Throughout his entire political: ‘ite in fact, Ru 
dolf Hess ran a good second, but always second, to me 
body else in the Nazi Party. Pein 

Hess was tremendously enthusiastic about the ideals of. the 
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_ forms and parades, its bands and spectacles. 
believed in the Nazi theories and Sinihioset Mice eile 
as a god. As Nazism succeeded, Hess became more and 

_ More attached to and dependent on the Fuehrer who as- 
‘sumed the role of a mystic father in the eyes of his deputy. 

_ Hess, whose own father had sent him to Germany to 
‘school when he was only fifteen, told me of his relationship 
_to Haushofer and Hitler. He stated that the former took 
him into his household where “I became as one of the fam- 
“ily.” Alone in what to him was a foreign country, he became 
very attached to Haushofer and readily substituted his teach- 
er for his father. This early break from his own parents, and 
his refusal to follow in his father’s footsteps as an exporter 
to Egypt, made his later attachment to Hitler psychologically 
easier. The break had cast him adrift; in consequence, his 
juvenile personality sought someone to dominate him. Hitler 

_ supplied this need. We find Hess readily running Hitler’s er- 
_ fands, acting as his secretary, doing odd jobs, and in gener- 

al acting as Hitler’s “little boy.” All through his life Hess 
has carried out this pattern. His emotions were primarily 
directed toward his superiors, his father surrogates, rather 
than toward his wife and children with whom he spent little 
time and to whom he demonstrated little affection. 

As an official, Hess was an extremely hard worker. Every- 
thing about his office was well organized. He demanded a 
tremendous amount of work from his associates and was 
particularly concerned whenever he had to make a speech. 
Goering once snorted, “Whenever he had to talk in public, 

Hess sweat blood.” Baldur von Schirach, Hitler’s youth leader, 

made much the same comment. ; 
_ Hess was a constant sufferer from physical complaints 
~ which obviously were psychological in origin. He went for 

years from physician to physician trying all sorts of cures, 
and if a result was not achieved in a week or two, he would 

"get a new doctor. Finally he lost confidence in the entire 
medical profession, and thereafter resorted to quacks, nature 

healers, and astrologers. He eventually established the Rudolf 

Hess Hospital for the sole purpose of testing cures which 

were not recognized by the medical profession. All his own 

searches for cures were apparently fruitless, for his com- 

plaints, primarily pain in his stomach, were not cured. 

One day I was talking with him about diagnosis when he 

inquired, “Do you know about the studies of the size of the 

pupil of the eye?” 
I said, “You mean studies of the back of the eye with an 

ophthalmoscope?” 



“He ernie me a es scornful lly, 
‘not know what he was: driving . ati-“h 

_ diagnosis based on the size and shape of 1 Be 
you heard of it?” — 

- He had me there, and 1 dented: it, 

“. oan: “you can not eee tell what is wrong wiih 301 
x can tell where his illness is.’ 

do it a little.” 
; He fixed his eyes on mine, hed for a pomiene 
afraid he would label me with some disease. Appa 

all he discovered was disbelief, for he indicated that 
_ interview was at an end. 

Later I found out that he had a tong talk with the Ge 
physician, who was helping us, about my qualifications, 

referred to the “poor training” given in the United St 
where they did not even know about this technique. 

The next day Hess felt better about it. He said he 

the trial he would look up his associate and see if He? cou 
train me! I expressed sincere appreciation. I would like 

- meet a man who could sell such an idea to any the 
gullible Hess. 
A highly introverted individual, Hess was known as 
lite and chivalrous man. He seldom expressed anger ° 

anyone but always “swallowed “his ire” and buried his an. 
noyance within himself. In a group characterized by he 
ism, he was outstanding for his lack of bad: habits, and 
the staid sobriety of his personal life. ; 

His colleagues were inclined to view as his only “vice” 
his ardent belief in astrology. All the high Nazis mentio 

_ this “weakness” of Hess’s and swore that it was only. 
not Hitler, who collected horoscopes and followed the 
nostications in the conduct of his own—and state—affair: 

the. years of easy victories over the German people. F 
Munich on, he lost weight; his determination an 
seemed to be burned out; and he ae spent long pe- 



Pegrmei : = 

mB | 
is 

 Syt conde “fu Sarena parano 
940 he was in a state of mind bordering on 

reakdown. = ae 
tal state can sorority bev seived ta: ae ie: 

the Polish war began, that his father sub- _ 
was not a god but a cruel and violent person. : 
been deeply disturbing to Hess’s tender mind. 
not lessened when he learned, early in 1941, _ 

anned to late a basic precept of his earlier — 

A s’s reasoning the only answer to each of these 2 
ions was “yes.” Therefore, all he need do to establish. 

sputed right to be Hitler’s successor (and crowd out. 
d for all the gross Goering) was to achieve, by one 

in hi decision to fly to England. In late 1940, one of his as- ia 
rolo ers read in the stars that Hess was ordained to bring 

-p ce. Later his old professor, Haushofer, told Hess of 

sh. castles, eciveinie peace between the two great nanis: 
ce to all the world. All this was strong incitement. How 

ld weak Hess, emotionally immature, an intellectual ado- | 
withstand such pressure? He couldn’t. As a matter 

, he told me he had been so eager to fill his great 

at he had made two hasty attempts before he succeed- 

aching Britain. Both attempts were turned back by 

er. a imple on May 10, 1941—six weeks before 



as chuted from a height of 

ae : before and wasn't ‘sure > could: land it. 

2s the English regarded themselves as certain to be de. 

- : Hitler’ s DDay i inR 

jumped and he said, “I had neve 

jab, hough and struck the ground fires fe - 
I planned.” — ae : 
‘Hess was dressed in the uniform of a captain of the G 
man Luftwaffe and gave the name of Alfred Hi , Stati 

Haushofer had told him the Duke was an “Engl 
would understand the German point of view. _ 
Instead of arranging a treaty through the Duke o 

or any others he asked to see, Hess was thrown ini 
His claim to plenipotentiary status was laughed at. H 

was bruised but, still basing his acts on the assumpti 

he offered ridiculously one-sided terms. Germany woul 
- tain all conquered territories, repossess its former co 
and be free to conduct any type of armed aggressio! agai 

~ Russia. In exchange, Germany would magnanimous 
England : a free hand in its own Empire. Hess added o 
term: since the Churchill government was definit 
German, an entirely new English government would h 
be selected. It was incomprehensible to him that the | i 
would not discuss his terms. 

Four and a half years afterward he was still angry 
told me of his treatment: 

“I was taken to a prison somewhere in England Ww 
all they did was ask me military questions. I denied 
knowledge of military events, and demanded my righ 
an emissary. The English would then ask me, ‘Do yo \ 
anything to show that you are an emissary?’ I would reph 
‘Of course not. I am the Fuehrer’s deputy.’ They would 
ask, ‘Did the Fuehrer send you?’ I would reply, ‘He kn 
nothing about my mission.’ So the English would say. 
you are a captured aviator, a prisoner of war. Tell us about 
the disposition of your troops.’ 

“J would ask to see the Swiss envoy, and thes woul 
ply that the Swiss envoy did not see ordinary prisoners 
war—and what was the disposition of our air force? Th 
I would demand that they take me to see the highest re 
sentative of the king. They would say that certainl 

of our U-boats? 
“I became extremely angry and said i would noi a 



be eddeted “full Naploete os 
would» say, Didn't you Hee 

| pri 
POcober 10, 1945, Under the constant ee 
ioners, he at first became depressed over the Ee 
mission, and then later developed definite in- 
Hiss by delusions that the English were poi-- 

hile insane, he made two attempts at suicide. ao 
e developed a total amnesia. ree 

he ae of the amnesia, his insanity cleared. 

c hiatri bes indicated that much of it had ieee been 
a ee such fallacious claims are typical of his Doe 

S Goniacdiat Col. B. C. Andrus, who ae 
n see required the removal of all Lopliat 

a 1 his personal p ‘possessions be ae with him in his cell. 
Colonel Andrus patiently re-explained the rules, and Hess 

nally agreed to relinquish everything except a number of 
els. He insisted that these contained material for 
e, including drugs and food which he had brought 

ipland for chemical analysis by an impartial chemist. 
al to permit a guard to remain in his cell twenty-four 
day, provided these items could be left with him. 
e end Colonel Andrus impressed on him that his 

privileges were no different from those of any 
rman prisoner and that his precious parcels would 

ed and locked up in the presence of witnesses. Hess 
epted this ultimatum and was escorted to the cell which 

to be his home for more than a year. 



cae given. 

=<" the plane trip to Nuremberg across the Channel. H 

: aoe incongruous. Hee ares g 
lined, and made of soft leather with two zipper 

lent him a military Dearing | that no gene of ‘ins. 

- Psychiatrically, he was alert one responsive. I 
was reserved and his general attitude formal, b 
‘the impression of making a real attempt at 
His stream of thought was curtailed as a result ro} 
 ‘nesia, the majority of his responses being, “I do not kn 
or “I cannot remember.” He claimed to be unable 

- member his birth date, birthplace, date of leaving G 
or any fact or detail whatsoever of his early life. 

The next morning when I examined him again, he clai 
he could not remember anything that had taken plac 
his imprisonment in England, and only vaguely reme 

remember very little of the details of his admission 
prison, but did recall his parcels, and again asked for 
surance that they were in a safe ace eee oe could 
be tampered with. 

showed “generally normal reactions. In every way, 
for memory, he seemed quite competent and ee 
abnormal projections of any type. He continued to be ob- 
served daily and was given special examination, includin k 
the Rorschach Ink Blot Test. I explained to him th 
ture of this test—that it was designed to give me an ide 
how his mind functioned, without, however, involving t 
memory. : 

This. test is generally known to psychiatrists and psych 
gists and is the most useful single technique in a ment: 
amination. It was invented in 1921 by Herman Rors 
a Swiss psychiatrist, and gained popularity in the Unite 
States around 1938. During the war it was extensively used 
in the armed forces, and I relied heavily upon it in condu 
ing my examinations of the major war criminals. Bric fly, 
consists of ten cards, on each of which is a repro 
of an enlarged ink blot. Five of the blots are blac 
white, two are black and red, and three are in assorte 
ors. Each subject is always shown the same blots 
same order. Then from his reactions—that is, from. 
scription of what each blot may seem to him to be—a cor 
plete picture of his personality can be deduced. é 

% 
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works in a manner analogous to the word association tests, 
except here the stimuli are meaningless—they actually are 
ink blots. Consequently, the subject who sees something in 
the blot must see it because he projects it from himself onto 

/ the blot. This is why this method is called a projective tech- 
nique. The test really represents a small example of the 
Subject’s behavioral reaction when faced with new and 
meaningless stimuli. During the test, he can do pretty much as 
the likes, take as long as he wants, turn the cards around, 
‘and give as many responses to any of the blots as he de- 

| sires. The examiner is not so much interested in what he 
‘sees as in his behavior during the test, and particularly in 
how he sees each response. That is why this technique is 
so useful with people like Hess. Hess concentrated on what 
to say in order to confuse the psychiatrist, whereas I was 
mainly interested in how he used the cards. 
_ Empirically, after giving many tests and studying the re- 
sults of countless thousands of tests published in the profes- 
sional literature, an examiner can tell a tremendous amount 
‘about a person by using the results of this technique. A 
skilled Rorschach worker can, for example, determine an 
intelligence level in an individual by checking the accuracy 
‘of the responses as to form and quality—that is, how well 
the responses are seen. Well organized, whole responses 
‘(where the whole blot is used), and good human movement 
Tesponses (where the ink blots or parts of them are seen as 
humans in action) also indicate high intellect. Hess showed 
‘only slightly better than average movement responses, but 
this form accuracy was good. An I.Q. of between 115 and 
120 was disclosed by the Rorschach and confirmed by a 
‘straight intelligence test given by the prison psychologist. 

In addition to intelligence, the Rorschach responses reveal 
certain personality patterns—introversion and extroversion, 
Tigidity, preoccupation with tiny details of life in contrast 
to a more general outlook, etc. It also reveals morbid trends, 
‘and with it, pathological traits of every type can be distin- 
guished. 

For example, in the second card Hess saw “two men talking 
‘about a crime, blood is on their minds.” This response is 
not exactly rare, but Hess was unable to interpret properly 
“certain details of the card; he became preoccupied with 
the “bloody thoughts.” This sort of response represents a 
projection of his own thoughts into the ink-blot figures and 
‘tells us that in spite of his alleged amnesia he still carries 
“bloody memories.” He later admitted the accuracy of this 
Teasoning. 



fountain” in the ninth card, in 
tension as well as a tendency to deviate from the 

from curiosity and partly because he felt he coul 
_ his responses, not knowing how revealing even 
banal answer could be. He spoke excellent Englisl 
interpreter was available in case of need. 

and my interpreter on either side of him), we “ran” 

~ true, however, that in extremely rare instances peopl = 

everyday thinking. . ~% a7 
‘Hess was quite cooperative in ‘this test ‘situat 

Seated side by side on his cot (Hess in the center 

careful Rorschach, recording his every remark. From 
from the results of the intelligence tests and personal | 
vations, I diagnosed Hess as suffering from a true psychoneu- 
rosis, primarily of the hysterical type, engrafted on a basic 
paranoid and schizoid personality, with an amnesia, partly 
‘genuine and partly feigned. 

In Jess technical terms, Rudolf Hess was an introvel 
shy, withdrawn personality who, suspicious of everyt 
about him, projected upon his environment concepts. di 
oping ‘within himself. The paranoid element was empha 
in his suspiciousness, his desire to have everything j 
his Rorschach responses, however, were not sufficie vas 
viate to indicate a really active paranoid process at | 
but did indicate the possibility of a psychotic episod 
past and the likelihood of such development in the fu 

On October 16, 1945, I forwarded a summary of his 
chiatric status to Justice Robert Jackson, the Ame 
prosecutor. My report summed up all my findings and po 
out that some of Hess’s amnesia was probably gen 
and some of it was obvious malingering. It also sug 
that contact with his confreres would result in improv 
of his condition. 

In this report to Justice Jackson, I requested - perm ssior 
to try to break Hess’s amnesia by the use of hyp 
reinforced by intravenous sedatives such as sodium — 
or pentothal. These drugs, given in small doses, p 
subject in an hypnoidal state, assisting the physician 
direct suggestion. I have never had a failure in their u 
any but a beneficial result in many hundreds of case 

sensitive to these drugs and the injections may prov: | dan 
gerous. If proper precautions are taken there is rea 
risk, and the technique is nowhere near as hazard 
crossing a busy street intersection. ne 

Justice Jackson, although he stated he would sides 
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“treatment for a case of amnesia in his own family, felt that 
” in Hess’s instance, any therapy involving the remotest chance 

| eof danger would be unwise. If anything happened to Hess, if 
he caught cold or stumbled and broke his neck two weeks 

' Jater, it would probably have been attributed to the treat- 
ment. I talked to Hess himself at great length about the 
fe Be inisne. He was at first willing to try it, stating that he 
- was sure it would fail. When I told him that it always 
_ worked, he rapidly changed his mind. He also refused to be 
_ hypnotized, and in fact refused any type of treatment. For 
a long time he even objected to our taking blood for a Was- 
* sermann test, but on this count we were sustained by the 
_ higher authorities. 

Since I was not permitted to treat Hess’s amnesia, I re- 
quested consultants to check my findings. Three Russian, 

-a French, three English and three American psychiatrists 
were assigned to the task. Their findings confirmed my own. All 

_ agreed that Hess’s basic personality patterns were hysterical 
and paranoid. They also agreed that his amnesia, if main- 
z tained, would be a hindrance to his defense. Hess’s action 
"on the stand on November 30, 1945, when he made his 
famous statement—“My memory is again in order. The rea- 

son why I simulated loss of memory was tactical”—-was a 
_ typical dramatic, hysterical gesture which confirmed my opin- 
jons and those of the consulting psychiatrists. 

This refusal to admit that anything has gone wrong with 
one’s mind is very common. Frequently people who have 

- been insane, on recovery will state that all their symptoms 
_ had been mere pretense. This mechanism protects their ego. 

It permitted Hess to scoff at the idea that he, the deputy 
_ of the Fuehrer, could ever have lost his mind. 

I went to see Hess in his cell immediately after his per- 
formance in court and asked him why he had done it. He 

_ Was quite unaware that he had upset his attorney far more 
- than ours. All he could think of was the show he had put 

on. In fact, he was quite like an actor after a first night. 
“How did I do? Good, wasn’t I?” he asked, adding, “I 

really surprised everybody, don’t you think?” I shook my 
head and said I didn’t think “everybody.” 

Hess stopped for a moment his excited pacing. “Then I 
didn’t fool you by pretending amnesia? I was afraid you 

_ had caught on. You spent so much time with me.” 
I asked Hess if he remembered some movies that had 

_ been shown earlier of the top Nazis at the peak of their glory. 
_ At the time he claimed he could not recognize the men, 

even himself, in the newsreel. 



was pretending. All | ime 
Tt made me rcs: neivol 

4 admitted. I had stared at his hands, 
effort to make him crack. 

wae Reachaight face, he still became nervous when show 
- miliar scenes. This tension was manifested 

tom. He certainly recognized some of the s 

his inner tension and perhaps recognized its m 

had some amnesia. His mind never did chtirely, clean 
_ his memory did improve. In fact, within two weeks 

_ finally, large sections of his life simply slipped belo 

_ the Hess diagnosis. 

mpecret.” >" ri 
J had not, of. course, lentes 

he thought. I knew only that he r 

While he had had considerable practice - in 

of his hands, readily visible to anyone lookin; 

that picture, although his denial was complete. — 

the tightening of his fingers. After the picture, ‘me 
avoid me and kept our conversation to a minimum. havi 

would keep returning to it and hamnicene: away, 
particular query. But if he said, “I don’t remem! 
intelligence men seemed inclined to drop the questi 
after day and month after month, he was questi 
interminably, and so often replied, “I don’t remember, 

threshold of memory. In the end, he was a genuine 
of an induced, even rationalized, amnesia state. % 

Hess eventually confessed that much of his amnes 
been real and that his boast in court had been false 
even took pride, in time, in reporting the progress" 
“cure.” But, though his mind was improving, he onc 
sured me, it was “still weak and my brain tires easily.” 
admission was interesting primarily because such a 
tion is a typical symptom of the hysteria which is be 

If final proof is needed that Hess’s hoax claim ‘was 6 
it lies in the fact that the “tactical” advantage he cl 
have gained—time and opportunity to DECpARS — 



a . Hess 33 

| —simply was not true. At no time did the amnesia favor his 
_ defense. In fact, it handicapped his lawyer. His hysterical 
_ Structure is best revealed in the fact that he chose to thrust 
himself into the limelight by rejecting his amnesia, fatal 
as such a step might become, instead of attempting to escape 

by continued pretense. Such reactions are common among 
hysterics and are precisely what the psychiatrists expected 
to happen in his case as the trial progressed. 

_ Also while in prison Hess manifested vague paranoid 
symptoms, at various times suspecting that his food had 

_ been poisoned. These were the same sort of symptoms mani- 
-fested in England, and I could only conclude that Rudolf 
Hess, while not actually insane during the months ‘he was 

- under my eye, was certainly a potential candidate for an 
asylum. Diagrammatically, if one considers the street as san- 
ity. and the sidewalk as insanity, then Hess spent the greater 
part of his time on the curb. 

_ Hess might be called a self-perpetuated hysteric. That is, 
he maintained his hysterical symptoms in good working or- 

_der by refusing all types of therapy. It would have been 
comparatively easy to relieve him of his symptoms if he 
could have been persuaded to cooperate. But he preferred 
to suffer, usually selecting periods for the suffering when he 
Was certain of the largest possible audience. 

The attention his displays earned gratified his ego, but ‘his 
colleagues were disgusted with his behavior. Goering in par- 

ticular was upset, partly because Hess had completely fooled 
him with his pseudo-amnesia and partly because Goering 
wanted to preserve the fiction that the Nazi Party was made 
up of strong men. Not that he ever considered Hess strong. 

- On the contrary, he told me that he had always considered 
Hess too weak even to be the ideal deputy. 

In this connection, Goering one day told me a revealing 
anecdote. Hitler, anticipating his own death, early in the war 
publicly named Goering as his successor and Hess to suc- 
ceed Goering in the event of the latter’s death. “When Hitler 
told me of it,” said Goering, “I was pleased for myself, 
though it was only what I expected. But I was furious that 

Hitler should name that nincompoop Hess to be my succes- 
‘sor. I told Hitler so, too, and made a big fuss.” 

Goering was sitting on his cot as he told the story. Now 

he placed his big hands on his knees and leaned forward. 

“Do you know what Hitler said? He said, ‘Now Hermann, 

be sensible. Rudolf has always been loyal, a hard worker. 

I must reward him, so I give him this public recognition. 

~ But, Hermann, when you become Fuehrer of the Reich— 



& 
; ler’s grasp of the fuebrer principle y 
< handling men. Sd) ape ng 

= turbed; transitory amnesic episodes and an 

finally became so disordered that he was ‘una 
stand in his own defense. As a result, he was | 
sane. : 

: which will place him behind walls for life. 

- deviate from normal. He was emotionally juv 

phasized by his flight to England. He was th 

he firmly maintained his importance as the Fue 

the idea that he was not an outstanding patriot. 

ality: the paranoid and childish individual, — 

declands of insanity, 

he Par Goering’s eyes 

_As the trial progressed, ‘Hess Bee more and m« 

reaction—suspicion of everyone, fear of 
on—were growing proof of his worry. In t 
accumulated evidence—all of it testify meas to th 

Here the Tribunal indicated its good judem 
tences for insane persons are not a part of c 
cratic law; so the Tribunal compromised by 

denced by his love of uniforms and spectacle 

who failed to recognize the reality of his situ: : 

refusing to admit the total defeat of Nazism o oh 

These, then, are the distinctive aspects of He 



CHAPTER 
FOUR 

ALFRED ROSENBERG 

ALFRED ROSENBERG, THE NAZI PARTY PHILOSOPHER, 

_ was a tall, slender, flaccid, womanish creature whose appear- 
' ance belied his fanaticism and cruelty. His conversation, 

_ however, did not. He would willingly begin a discussion on 
any subject under the sun, but no matter from what start- 

- ing point he began, within five minutes he would be rolling 
' off his tongue the phrases he had worn smooth and round 

- in constant discussion of his own theories of blood and race. 
_ Whether one began talking about history, horticulture, or a 

paratrooper’s high boots, Rosenberg’s quick switch to the 
_ subject of blood and race was so certain that one could al- 

most plot it mathematically. Rosenberg gave a remarkable 
_ demonstration of the single-track mind in action; and he 
proved a sore trial to the men who questioned him. 

To me, Rosenberg was of constant interest. He was the 

' first, as it were, ordained and official philosopher I had 
ever known in the flesh, and I must. confess that my con- 

_ cept of a philosopher had not prepared me for him. My 
_ studies forced me to conclude that Rosenberg was a relative- 
ly dull and a frightfully confused man. A large part of his 
confusion lay in the fact that he was unaware that he could 
not think straight, and he was further befuddled by the fact 

_ that he never realized his intellectual limitations. 
Many persons were surprised by the result of our intelli- 

gence tests which showed, beyond doubt, that the famous 
Nazi philosopher was of low-average intelligence. The fiction 
of his brilliance, I am sure, is the sort of thing which literary 
German, particularly the literary efforts of German scholars, 
encourages. So involved and obscure are German philosophi- 
cal works traditionally, that when Rosenberg wrote a book 
which no one could make sense of, instead of admitting that 
they couldn’t understand it, they accepted it as gospel. 

_ But Rosenberg is not a man lightly to be laughed off. 
As a result of his close contact with Adolf ae his influ- 
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in his development. His father was a 

Se Naturally, his zeal served to strengthen the same a 

eee on the Mae 
any other single | aioe ae 

~ Rosenberg was another Aus aiden a fe 

a trading company in. Revel, Russia, at 

recorded as Latvian. He attended school in Ger 

- there, as well as at home, he acquired the strong | 

feeling common to German families living abros 

teens he studied architecture and engineering in | 

when. the war broke out in 1914, he went to Mosco 

in 1918, he received his diploma in architecture. 

In Moscow he witnessed the Bolshevist Revolution a 

veloped an intense suspicion and hatred of ‘everythin 

shevistic and Russian. Identifying these two hates, he soon — 
coalesced with them all Judaism, constructing for himself-; 
triune hatred to balance his strong affection for the unknown — 
Fatherland. This violent, anti-Semitic, anti-Russian, anti 
shevistic attitude was basic in his contribution to Mein. ampf.— 

in Hitler and other Nazis. 
Rosenberg returned to Revel in 1918 and sindertoot a 

assignment propagandizing against the Reds who ee : 
yet won over Esthonia. However, the Revolution was on the — 
march and, as Red forces approached Esthonia, Rose 
fled to Germany. In Munich he resumed writing and spez 
ing against Bolshevism and shortly became associated wi 
the National Socialist Party through the influence of Die 
Eckhardt, the Nazi poet. Rosenberg and Eckhardt were 
among the earliest members of the Party; Hitler did not 
tend a meeting of the group until almost a year later, 
the end of 1919. E 

Thereafter Rosenberg was at all times one of Hitle 
most constant collaborators. He participated in the 
putsch, but was overlooked in the crowd and suffered ne ther — 
injury nor arrest. When the Nazi Party was recognized 
ficially, Rosenberg was one of three active chiefs of the un 
derground organization. He visited Landsberg Prison virtua 
every day during Hitler’s term, and there is no doubt tha 
racial and nationalistic philosophies were written into MV 
Kampf at that time. 2 

As the Nazi Party developed, Rosenberg became editor 
the newspaper Voelkischer Beobachter, and through it an 
numerous other publications continued to inject into the 
Party his theories of the virtues of German blood, the 
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inca pher and, in 1929, was placed in charge of one branch 
f of propaganda. 

In the thirties, Rosenberg made an attempt to take over 
_ the Foreign Ministry. However, after a series of unhappy 
_ experiences in London—one of his mistakes was placing a 
_ swastika wreath on the tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 
‘Westminster Abbey—he was recalled, and his diplomatic ap- 
 prenticeship ended. Ribbentrop eventually replaced him. 
_ Rosenberg retired into the impregnable position of philoso- 
- pher to the Party and was given a title which, with typical 
German ebullience, ran as follows: “Deputy to the Fuehrer 
_ of the National Socialist Party for the Entire Spiritual and 
Ideological Training and Education of the National Socialist 
Party.” His functions were even vaguer than his title, but un- 

_der its authority Rosenberg had ample opportunity to im- 
_ plement his anti-Semitic, anti-Communistic beliefs. 
It was during this “spiritual and ideological training and 

_ education” period that he supervised the rewriting of Ger- 
man history. It seems scarcely necessary to point out that 

_ the Rosenberg histories, though often contrary to the facts 
known to the rest of the world, tended to place the Third 
- Reich in the best possible light. 

_ At this time also, Rosenberg wangled, or was rewarded 
“by, appointments to numerous organizations dealing with 
‘culture. We find him interested in the physicians’ league, 
the veterans’ organization, the German Labor Front, adult 
education programs, the development of German pagan con- 
cepts, the Strength-Through-Joy- organizations, the schools, 

- universities, and teachers’ training programs. In addition, he 
undertook the control of literature, the development of Ger- 
man folk studies, and the establishment of an academy for 
ideological training. He continued as editor of several jour- 
nals, made countless speeches, and published a large number 

of pamphlets and books. 
' This rash of activity in so many fields inevitably resulted 

_ in arousing considerable antagonism against Rosenberg with- 
in the Party, for he was an outspoken, contentious individu- 
al. He fought with nearly everyone and every group in 
Germany at some time or other. With all universal religions, 
Catholic and Protestant as well as Jewish, he was in con- 
stant warfare. 

During this period of intense activity, Rosenberg repub- 
lished at frequent intervals the Protocols of Zion, which 
he had first published in 1920. Some writers have main- 
tained stoutly that Rosenberg first discovered the Protocols 
in Russia. Konrad Heiden’s book, Der Fuehrer, gives a very 
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_ When I cited this book to him, Rosenberg 

and called Heiden several sorts of a liar, i 

"Protocols in Munich in 1919. He felt at once that th 
of “great value in revealing the International J ewish 

Nazi equivalent of a Nobel Prize which, it will be reca d 

ed by his old friend, Adolf Hitler. Hitler singled hi 

Peace Prize was awarded in 1936 to Carl von Ossietzky, a — 

tion camp. S E 

£ lectual ruminations and that he should never be Eyes 

ties and, in order to obtain educational material, develope 

_ or offer compensation to, the owners. 

though he had heard of them in Russia, he 

I determined to keep them before the public,” 32 

For his multiple activities, Rosenberg was amply: rew: 

for special honor in 1937 by giving him the first Ger " 
National Art and Science Award at Nuremberg. This was th 

the Nazis had forbidden Germans to accept after the Nobe 
ey, 

pacifist who was at the time a prisoner in a Nazi concentra: = 

Nazis that his activities should be confined to ae 

tive authority. 
Shortly after the war began, Rosenberg was put in ch 

of education. True to form, he began expanding his act 

a staff which moved into France and confiscated librarie 
art collections, and other cultural treasures for the enrich- 
ment of the archives of the Nazi Party. These collections, nat- 
urally, were made without bothering to get the consen’ 

Having stripped France and the Lowlands, Rosenberg 
1941 received his most important executive assignment—one — 
which he was wholly unfitted to fulfill. He was made Re - 
minister for the Eastern Occupied Territories. I suspect that 
Hitler may have acted partly from a desire to get Rosenberg 
out from underfoot and partly because, having been ‘born it 
Esthonia, Rosenberg was assumed to be familiar with the 
people and problems of western Russia. oe 

As an administrator, Rosenberg failed miserably; < as an 
exterminator, he succeeded almost beyond belief. Here at 
last was his opportunity to exercise his triple hatred to the 
extreme. In captured documents I found evidence that 
had literally millions of the inhabitants of the area eith 
deported or exterminated. There is little doubt that 
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|2 ee any biker area under Nazi domination. Such looting and 
. destruction has never elsewhere been seen. 
Had it not been for the record, it would ive been diffi- 
cult to imagine the bumbling prisoner I knew as a mass 
murderer. He seemed, outwardly, a fairly “normal” man of 
scholarly mien and habits, in good physical health except 

_ for a chronic but not severe rheumatism. He seldom spoke - 
of his family, though he had been married twice. He was 
divorced from his first wife in 1923 when she, suffering 
from a lung disease, left him to go to Switzerland to seek a 
cure. He remarried in 1925 and had one living daughter. 

Ordinarily Rosenberg’s face wore a somewhat mild and 
-somnolent expression; but it came awake, alive, and flushed 
_with excitement, when he discussed his theories of his ma- 
jor work, Myth of the Twentieth Century. This opus was the 
foundation of his prestige, a basic book of the Nazi Party, 
and the authority on all racial problems. In it he had de- 

_lineated his theories, but in unbelievably obscure and hazy 
fashion. 

Baldur von Schirach, the youth leader, once swore to me 
that no one in the Party had ever really read the book. He 

himself had made a survey of his own subordinates and 
found that, while every youth leader possessed a copy, not 
a single one had ever been able to wade. through the la- 

_byrinth of deviation and free association that characterizes 
all Rosenberg’s writings. Von Schirach went even further and, 
with sarcastic humor, commented that since every Nazi had 
to buy a copy of the book, “Rosenberg should go down in 

_ history as the man who sold more copies of a book no one 
_ ever read than any other author.” 

Though I actually read the book and discussed it with 
_ him for hours on end, it took me a tremendously long time 

to piece together the basic philosophy which had guided his 
_ life. Eventually, much to his delight, I succeeded in putting 

it into fairly precise, if not simple, form. 
First of all, Rosenberg believed that all races possess 

specific and differing physical and mental characteristics. 
Europeans he divided into five general racial types. He admit- 
ted that these five races have so intermingled that it is im- 

- possible to separate them at present and that, in consequence, 
European nations are not true races but are simply nation- 
alistic groups. However, the Nordic racial group, found pri- 
marily in Germany, in the Scandinavian countries, and in 
England, is the purest; and the German (Rosenberg) idea 
was to remove the impurities in order to re-establish its status 
as a truly pure race. 



of its religion, however, this nation had not inte 

ey Oe. was et ne Rosy t 
“marily of Oriental (or Arabic) and Armenian 

with others. and so, Rosenberg solemnly conclude 

be considered not only a distinct nation but a distin 

That is Rosenbergian simplicity! — ate 

Rosenberg further contended, basing his ‘aca tien pbc 1- 

marily on Madison Grant’s The Fall of a Great Race, that th 

Greek nation deteriorated when it commenced to interma : 

with other Mediterranean peoples. Consequently, he preachi i 
the problem in Germany was essentially simple. All © ec 
Germans had to do to purify their Nordic race was to 
prohibit intermarriage with the Oriental-Jewish race and, 
in a period of time, their blood would again become pur 
and non-mixed. That is, after mixture was inertia 
the already mixed Nordic blood would slough out its “im 
purities” and automatically “purify” itself. More simplicity 

worked. Darré visualized a ae in which the pasta in : 
worked the soil into which, on his death, he would be re- 
converted. Meanwhile his ancestors’ blood. was his dai > 
food—in the fodder he fed his meat animals and in the oa 
which he consumed directly. So German blood, through 
fertilization of German soil by German bodies: ah s n 
German generation to generation. : 
cen ebulliently fuzzy, said it thus in his major 

‘wor 
“New faith is arising today. The Myth of the. Blood, ‘the: 

faith to defend with the blood the divine essence of man; th 
faith embodied in clearest knowledge that the Nordic blood 
represents that miysterium which has replaced and overcome 
the old sacraments.” re 

I was more than casually interested as a. psychiatrist ta 
find in Rosenberg an individual who had developed a sy: 
tem of thought differing greatly from known fact, who a 
solutely refused to amend his theories, and who, moreove 
firmly believed in the magic of the words in which he had 
expressed them. 

This last characteristic was typically demonstrated one d: 
when I was struggling with the Myth. I was having read 
back to him various chapters of. the book which I had. asked 
him to explain. My interpreter on this occasion was an 
American officer who had been born in Luxembur 
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_- who had previously interrogated Rosenberg for Army Intel- 
_ ligence. Rosenberg, therefore, knew him and also knew that 
~ he was a Roman Catholic. 

Consequently, when he started to put my questions to Ros- 
_ enberg, the philosopher reached over, took the open book 
_ from his hands and closed it firmly. I asked him why he had 
_done that, and he very seriously told me that any other in- 

" terpreter would do but that he did not wish this particular 
interpreter to have anything to do with his book. 

Both my assistant and I were somewhat startled and 
pressed him for a full explanation. Rosenberg rather loftily 

' teplied: “This young officer is working for his country. He 
is a good soldier and also a good Catholic, and I do not 
wish to change his way of life. If he were ever to read this 
book, he would renounce the Church immediately.” 

This incident, remember, occurred while Rosenberg was 
_ on trial for his life for implementing the ideas in his book! 
Few authors, “philosophers” or not, are blessed with so firm 
and fixed a belief in the power of their writings. 

Apparently Rosenberg felt that, as a psychiatrist, I could 
not be further corrupted, for he was quite free in giving 
me the benefit of his racial wisdom. He was particularly 
emphatic in pointing out that, as an American, I should be 

_ made aware of the dangers of minority groups in this coun- 
' try. It was Rosenberg’s conviction that the only thing wrong 
with the Nazi Party was that it had developed fifty years too 
soon, and he prophesied that only a few decades would pass 

- until “the rest of the world will be able to understand us.” 
: He assured me that the African and Syrian-Oriental 
-. races in themselves are respectable; but that only evil and ill 

fortune come of mixing them with “whites.” He was certain 
that in America our major problems lie with the Negro 
race, the Oriental race (on the West Coast), and the “Eur- 

Opean Oriental” or Jewish race. “A wise politician would 
have left the Negroes in the country and would have al- 

lowed them to execute their own authority in manners and 

customs,” he warned me. This typically hazy verbalism was 

part of a harangue on the danger of mixing races in cities 

where they are apt to intermarry. 
“If the American Negro problem is not remedied by step- 

by-step resettlement in Africa,” he once wrote me in a 

memo, “then there will be twenty million dispersed blacks 

and millions of mulattoes in fifty years. After one hundred 

and fifty years, there would be no more Americans, but only 

an unholy mess. Since the white strength could still be 

~ 
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: that the Anglo-Saxon, Scandinavian, and German blood in 
___ the United States will be so powerful that it will not allo 

oe hands of the Oriental dealers, without a fight. Even then 
this fight would probably be difficult because the Jews, today 

‘ Gasca: up ‘at that time, there 
; sbic837 revolution. __ Roe 

“The same problem applies to the Jews. A na 

_ parties are unable to free themselves from Jev 
_ Their ideology, which confuses justice among | 
and the demands of Orientals [I understood this t 

typically circuitous reference to Zionism and Palestine 
vents them from carrying out normal political methods. _ 

“There is, therefore, a fight for leadership within the 
same.area, and if the Jewish viewpoint is triumphant, t 

_ pioneers would have fought for nothing. In view of the hap- 
_ penings in Europe, no one would dare to say anything to 
touch this problem in America, but American life will eve 
tually force a decision at some time in the future. I ; suppose 

the beautiful land conquered by the forefathers to fall into th 

150 per cent American, would probably mobilize the blacks.” 
- Could anyone ask better proof of the philosopher Rosen 
_berg’s complete inability to think clearly and express his 
thoughts simply? 

Another example of Rosenberg’s superficiality was given 
in a discussion in which he outlined his recommended solu- 

_ tion for America’s “problems.” He was certain that the 
- only way out is by transplanting each racial group to an 

- area where it can develop itself and without contamina- 
- tion of the Nordic group by others. : 

_ Rosenberg explained that he had always held the idea that 
the Jews should be transported, and he suggested Madagas- 
-car—a French possession, incidentally—as a likely resettle-_ 
ment area for American Jews. He excused the Germans for — 
not transporting their Jews by saying this was made impos- 
sible by outside pressure, so they simply had to exterminate 
them. He paid Americans the compliment of considering 
us less likely to carry out such direct and “efficient” meas- 

ures, and he said that, for us, deportation of the Jews would 
probably be more feasible than extermination. : 

I discussed this hair-brained project solemnly with him 
for a time until I professed to have struck on a grave dif- 
ficulty. Suppose, I said, the Jews, who tended to live in 
towns, simply moved into the Madagascarean cities, leay 

~no one to do the rural work. 
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Rosenberg, who told me he had been mulling over this 
deportation idea for twenty years, was extremely surprised 
and said that at no time had he ever thought of this. Then, 
as if to give double proof of his tendency to “solve” a prob- 
lem by glossing it over, he was struck by inspiration. A 
beatific grin spread across his face. “But, of course,” he 
said, “how simple! You need only deport your Negroes to 
Madagascar, too. The Jews can then congregate in the cit- 
oe the Negroes can be settled on the land, and all will be 
well.” 

I pointed out that, after all, there were some thirteen to 
fifteen million Negroes in the United States, many of them 
American by more generations than the bulk of Americans 
of north European ancestry; and that these Americans 

_ Might object to deportation to Madagascar. He shrugged his 
shoulders and said that in that event the original inhabitants 
of the island could be forced to work on the farms to feed 
the deported Jews. 

This complete lack of consideration for human values and 
human rights was characteristic of the man. We see in him 
the culmination of everything brutal and vicious in the Nazi 
Party. One has only to read the reports on the total despoli- 
ation of conquered Russia to realize the utter devastation 
that results when such a loose thinker is given power to act 
on his own. 

Rosenberg, although his name is commonly considered 
Jewish, denied violently any Jewish element in his ancestry. 
He insisted that he was part Icelandic (instead of Latvian) 
and part German, but I was interested to note that captured 
documents established his real attitude toward the name. 
When Rosenberg was selecting Jews for deportation from 
Russia, he included, en masse, without investigation, every 
individual bearing his own name. 

Even in the face of overwhelming evidence, Rosenberg 
maintained that he was not guilty of the crimes of which he 
was convicted. Half pleading, half boasting, he told me: 
“What has motivated me in twenty-five years of battle was 
the idea of wanting to serve not only the German people, . 
but the whole of Europe, in fact the whole white race.” 

There is little doubt that history will take a dim view of 
Rosenberg’s high-minded services. 



involved in virtually every phase of German government a: 

_ been no place for a fat and fatuous fool. And Goering w 
- nobody’s fool, not even Hitler’s. He was a brilliant, brave, 

OF ALL THE NAZIS TRIED AT NUREMBERG, THE ONE 
who made the greatest impression, the one who had been in 

the public eye longest, was Hermann Goering. He had been. 
_ described as almost anything from a Machiavellian villian 
a fat, harmless eunuch, the general tendency having been — 
to identify him as a mere satellite of Hitler, who eS his 
days seeking medals, glory, and_ riches. 

_ _ Goering’s personality is most important in this didcoiees! 
_ since he was the only one of the major Nazis studied. Himm 
_ler and Goebbels, his near co-equal colleagues, and ‘Hitler, 
his Fuehrer, were already dead. These four individuals were 

_ policy. There is little doubt that they were the nucleus of 
the Nazi Party. In such effective company there would ha re 

ruthless, grasping, shrewd executive. This opinion. of him is 
the fruit of many hours spent with him in his cell. 
_ As a prisoner and as a patient, Goering was one of th 
easiest to get along with and to interview. Each day when I~ 

- came to his cell on my rounds, he would jump up from his ~ 
chair, greet me with a broad smile and outstretched hand, 

escort me to his cot and pat its middle with his great paw. 
“Good morning, Doctor. I am so glad you have come to 
see me. Please sit down, Doctor. Sit here.” Then he would 
ease his own great body—he still weighed about 200 pounds ; 
when the trial began—down beside me, ready to answer 
my questions. - 

I must add to the list of his less admirable characteristics 
_ that Hermann Goering was a man of charming manner 

(when he chose to be charming), of persuasive speech, and 
of excellent intelligence bordering on the highest level. 
addition, he had a keen imagination and a good educational 
background. These assets, supplemented by ability as a pub- 
‘lic speaker, great drive, and a sense of une made him 

44 Ne 
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_. Hitler’s most outstanding follower. Obviously his complete 
disregard of human life and his ability to carry out policy 
no matter how brutal also elevated him in Hitler’s eyes. © 

As a result of his capacities, Goering gained control over 
more activities than any individual in the Third Reich except 
Hitler himself. A list of his offices as of April 1, 1945, in- 
cludes: Hitler’s Deputy, Prussian Prime Minister, President 
of the Prussian State Council, Reich Governor of Prussia, 
President of the Reichstag, Reich Minister of Aviation, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Air Force, Reich Forestry and Hunt- 
ing Master, Chairman of the Ministerial Council for the 
Defense of the Reich, Member of the Secret Cabinet Council, 
and Reich Marshal. : 

And rest assured that fat Hermann Goering performed the 
duties of every one of his offices effectively. 

Goering completely controlled the- field of aviation, both 
civilian and military, and, as president of the major aviation 
companies, he also controlled the administration of air traf- 
fic and the development of all aviation in the Reich. 

As an individual, Goering was one of the most powerful 
figures in German economics. During a short period as Min- 
ister of Economics, he almost completely reorganized this 
department. He developed the Hermann Goering Works, his 
combine which grew to be the third largest industrial trust 
in Europe, controlling huge properties not only in the Reich 
itself but in conquered or annexed territories. 

Unwearied by all his commercial and political and mili- 
tary activities, Goering found ample time to undertake 
numerous political missions abroad and, while at home, to 
entertain frequently in grand style at his residences in Ger- 
many. 

With so much power, Goering was inevitably a target for 
the envy of most of the other top Nazis. He had recurring 
disagreements on policy with Ribbentrop, Himmler, and oth- 
ers. He developed a special corps of paratroopers to protect 
him against the “accidents” that might befall a man with 
such powerful enemies;- and, in the end, he had need of his 
bodyguard. His influence over Hitler gradually weakened 
during the latter months of the war, primarily as a result 
of the failure of the Luftwaffe to prevent the wholesale 
bombing of Germany. 

His decline, once it had begun, was hastened by the riv- 
alry and envy of other top Nazis, and he was virtually in 
retirement during the last few months of the fighting. 

Goering’s life and his motivations have been as little 
known as his capacities. His family’s love of country was so 



aap on precio Genta’ soil 
- the first governor of the German colony ol 

; and later its minister-presiaent, was at that a8 
eral: in Haiti. Soon after the child was born, 

- yeturned to her husband and left Hermann with 
- Bavaria. Three years later the family was reunited, 
parents returned to Germany and acts at Ge mc 
Pas tate of Veldenstein in Bavaria. 

: Te i established habit traits that are shown iter in 
inability to conform to authority. His student years wer 
tumultuous, with frequent transfers from one school to 
meyothes because of his belligerencies toward other childy 

: _ Vigorous mountain climbing and ret 
_- As a result of his military training, Goering entered th 
o Fast World War as an officer of infantry. Before the en 

: 1914, however, he entered the Air Force, and by 1916 wa: 
rated one of Germany’s major aces. Although shot d 

_ and severely wounded in that year, he rejoined his squad 
early in 1917 and eventually was made commander of | 

Richthofen Air Circus, the most famous of the German 
air units. 

At the conclusion of the war, Goering refused te: surre 
: der to the Allied forces and flew his entire unit into Ger- 
_many where they never officially surrendered. For his 
Force exploits, he was awarded the Pour le Meérite, Ge 

many’s highest military award. 
After the Armistice, Goering found himself without special 

- peacetime skill or training. Jobless, he felt a deep sense of 
frustration in Germany’s defeat. In addition, he was po 
sessed of tremendous energy and deep aggressive drives for 
which he had no ready outlet. He spent his energies protest- 
ing ineffectually against various Allied activities in Gi 
and in traveling about seeking a job. Finally he went 
Sweden and worked in an aircraft plant. In Sweden > 
courted a married woman, the Baroness Karin von Faul 
and after she had obtained a divorce married her and r 

‘ turned to Germany to live near Munich. There, consci 
_of the ieee of his education, he attended the U 
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sity of Munich for the next year, taking courses in history 
and political science. 

_ During this period, Goering met Hitler and became an 
enthusiastic Nazi Party member. When I asked him whether 
it was Hitler’s oratory or his arguments that won him over, 
Goering insisted that it was neither but rather eagerness on 
his part for personal aggrandizement. “I hated the Repub- 
lic,” he said. “I knew it could not last. I saw that as soon 
as the Allies withdrew their support, a new government 
would take over Germany. I wanted to help destroy the 
Republic and to be, perhaps, the ruler of the new Reich.” 

This was a cold-blooded political pragmatism which I had 
never heard attributed to Hermann Goering. I therefore 
questioned him closely on the point. This is the story as he 
told it to me as I sat knee to knee with him on his prison cot. 

“You see, it was this way. There were at that time about 
fifty organizations—call them parties—of World War veter- 

_ ans in Germany. They didn’t like the government. They 
didn’t like the Versailles Treaty. They didn’t like the peace 
—a peace in which there were no jobs, no food, no shoes. 

“I knew that the overthrow of the Republic would be 
done by these dissatisfied men. So I looked over their parties 
to see which ones showed promise. After studying each one, 
I decided to join the National Socialist Party. It was small— 
that meant I could soon be a big man in it. It-appealed to 
the unhappy veterans—that meant it would have the man- 
power for a putsch. It attacked Versailles—that gave it 
character and a target for the emotions of the veteran. Even 
its anti-Semitism served a purpose—it won over those who 
needed something more elemental than a political error as a 
focus for their emotions. 

“You see, I was right. The people flocked to us, the old 
soldiers swore by us—and I became head of the nation. 
Too late, you would say? But perhaps not... Anyway, I 
made it.” 

In any event, Goering soon became a big man in the lit- 
tle party. He formed the Storm Troops for Hitler, and he 
was one of the major leaders in the Munich Putsch of 
1923. In this action he was wounded in the right thigh and 
later developed a severe infection which caused him to be 
hospitalized until 1924. While suffering from this wound, he 
was given considerable amounts of narcotics and developed 
a morphine addiction, 

Goering’s drug habits have been the subject of much 
informed talk and bad guessing, and it would be well to 
clear the subject up here. Following his release from the 
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Bostcas took at the time of his capture. These misul 
- standings probably resulted from the fact that he ha 
: made up for his exclusive use special pills which he took 

quantity. Actually these tiny tablets each contained only a 
- small amount of paracodeine, and a hundred of them, Goer- — 

_ ing’s average daily dose, are the equivalent of between thre 
and four grains of morphine. This is not an unusually 
_ dose. It was not enough to have affected his mental me 
Ses at any time. Se: 

_ Goering took the drug partly because of the addiction: 
‘course. But he took it partly—and few persons realize thi 

_ difference—because he had developed the habit. Addictior 
and habit are not the same. Goering was a paracodeine ad 
dict, but he also had the paracodeine pill habit, in the w 
ae iy many people have the cigarette habit. It was the nee 
_to do something with his hands and mouth, to perform 
act he was accustomed to, and liked, doing. Just as smoker. 
are careful to have a supply of cigarettes and tobacc 
their desks each morning, so Goering would place on 
desk a bottle containing a hundred of his little pills. Th 
during conferences or discussions, he would reach out, 
the bottle, shake out a few tablets into his hand a 

"oes 

‘pains in his legs. : 
I can testify that his addiction was not very severe. % 
had been, I could never have taken him off the drug in 
manner T did, following his cape I used a simp! 

day until no more drug was alowed Throughout, Go Ti 
had no special complaint other than occasional pains ° 
were easily relieved by mild sedatives. The only other “mec 
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- ication” I used was psychiatric. Goering was very proud of 
__ his physical prowess and his ability to withstand pain. Con- 
' sequently, it was simple to suggest to him that while weaker 
men like Ribbentrop (whom he loathed) would perhaps 
_ require doses of medicine should they ever be withdrawn 
from a drug habit, he, Goering, being strong and forceful, 
would require nothing. Goering agreed that this was reason- 

able and co-operated wholeheartedly. Thereafter he made 
light of his pains and, although he suffered some withdrawal 
symptoms, he never mentioned them unless pressed to do so. 

This conviction of his own strength was paralleled by the 
_ meticulous attention he paid his body. He could describe in 
minute detail every scar and blemish on his skin. In discus- 
sing the injuries he received when shot down during air 
combat in 1916, he gave precisely the length and width of 

_ the resultant scar in centimeters, enumerated quite specifical- 
ly the number of splinters which penetrated his hip, and 
described, apparently with equal accuracy, every milligram 
of upholstery which was forced into the wound. 

He carried with him: a beautifully made leather case con- 
taining all the accessories for the most fastidious male toilet. 
But, contrary to rumor, he did not use face powder, eye- 
brow paint, or lipstick. Nevertheless, he was extremely 
concerned with the care of his skin, and employed large quan- 
tities of face lotion, body powder, and the like. His clothes 

- were beautifully made; his underwear and socks were of 
- the finest silk, and all his habits of dress were concentrated 
on embellishing what he considered the finest physique in 

_ Germany. 
This narcissistic attitude proved of some use to me in 

persuading him to reduce his weight. When captured, he 
weighed about 280 pounds, and even he was willing to ad- 
mit that he was somewhat bulgy. When I pointed out that 
he would make a better appearance in court should he lose 
some weight, he agreed and ate abstemiously. I wanted to 
reduce his waist for purely medical reasons. I knew that he 
suffered from a chronic minor heart ailment and wanted to 
cut down the load on his heart, it being largely my re- 
sponsibility to see that he was in good health at the time of 
the trial. 

The straight Army field ration which he received at Nur- 
emberg, and even earlier, probably helped his determination 

to lose weight; nonetheless, he co-operated well and lost ap- 
proximately sixty pounds in five months.. The only condi- 
tion he made as part of the bargain was that we permit 
some of the German prisoners of war to refit his uniform. 



as with Hitler. 

he was under the sway of newer enthusiasms. This abilit 

_ tate, Karinhall. This was in 1934. 

in Roces aprearacee 
- would have been unable to keep his trou TS : 

‘A side of Goering’s personality which is little 
was his extreme fondness for and tenderness toward his 
ily and friends. His abilities as a host have been publi 
and there is little doubt that he genuinely enjoyed 

rollicking parties for those of whom he was fond. 
- swayed emotionally, he put all his great drive and en 
asm into his current relationships. For him it was the p: y 

that counted, a present lighted by the rosy dawn of ana 
ways better future. ; 

An understanding of this side of his pervert helped 
me to account for the fact that while his first wife lay dying — 
in Sweden in 1931, Goering remained in co Wor n) 

Other observers have decided that Goering was unemo- 
tional because he did not hurry off to his wife’s deathbed: 

but such behavior is exactly what one should not have eX 
“pected of this ambitious man engaged at a crucial momen 
in activities which were to yield him the greatest possibl 

_ rewards. Even more important than his future in this i 
- stance was the fact that he had been in Germany for som 
_ time, separated from his wife. When her final illness cam 

to live in the present, almost cut off from past ties, was 
_ typical of Goering. 

_ Three years after her death, and when the Party ha 
finally achieved power, Goering had his wife’s body brought 
to Germany with tremendous pomp and buried at his eS 

Thus did Goering try to appease his conscience with 
display of pomp and ceremony. He must always have ha 
some deep guilt feelings about his treatment of his first wife 
After all, she had left her husband to marry him, and he 
had then become too embroiled in politics even to be at her 
side in death. The story of his inattention to his wife has — 
spread through all Germany. In. addition, ugly rumors” of 
homosexual attachments had grown up, based partly on. 
apparent lack of need for his wife and partly on his lack 
of desire for mistresses—an indulgence so favored by many 
of his confreres. It was to silence German gossips and 
repay the sacrifices his wife had made in getting him starte 
on his political career that he established her in her shr Ie : 
at Karinhall. In this gesture he paid his debt and freed im- 
self for further matrimony. 
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' The next year he married Emmy Sonnemann. This second 
_ Marriage was not, I am confident, the political arrangement 
_is has been described as being. Goering seemed deeply 

attached to his wife, and I am quite convinced that the 
_ daughter his wife bore in 1938 is Goering’s own. I mention 
this because of the considerable doubt raised by Julius 
“Streicher, the pornegrapher and publisher, who in a news- 
paper tirade against Goering hinted that little Etta had re- 
sulted from artificial insemination. (This accusation, among 
others, figured in Streicher’s removal from the Party in 1939.) 

Goering was not impotent nor was he, as persistent 
rumors implied, a homosexual. He naturally denied any per- 

_ versions, and psychiatric observation and independent con- 
versations with other prisoners who had known Goering well 
seemed to bear him out. He probably sublimated his sex 
drive into hard work, which gave him his amazing ability 
to keep going eighteen hours a day. Undoubtedly ambition 
took precedence over “amour.” However, his home life 
was a happy one, and the devotion between Goering and 
his second wife seemed satisfying to both. 

Aside from his own future, Goering’s primary concern in 
jail seemed to be for his family. He once told me that, on 

- his surrender, the only condition he asked was that his fam- 
ily be adequately cared for. His letters to his wife and child 
indicate not only his strong love, but his effervescent emo- 
tions. I quote, for example, from a letter to his Emmy: 

“To see your beloved handwriting, to know that your 
dear hands have rested on this very paper; all that and the 

contents itself have moved me most deeply and yet made 
me most happy. Sometimes I think my heart will break with 
love and longing for you. That would be a beautiful death.” 

And again: is 
“My dear wife, I am so sincerely thankful to you for all 

the happiness that you always gave me; for your love and 
for everything; never let Etta get away from you. I can tell 
you endlessly what you and Etta mean to me and how my 
thoughts keep centering on you. I hold you in passionate 
embrace and kiss your dear sweet face in passionate love. 
Forever, Your Hermann.” 

It is my opinion that Frau Goering reciprocated to the 
fullest her husband’s feeling and remained throughout com- 
pletely loyal to him. 

Goering carried this tenderness of feeling into another 
sphere. Although he himself was a great hunter, he loved 
animals and felt that they should be protected. For that 
purpose, he drew up the Reich hunting and forestry laws. 



os ‘teary: demonsemcd aes his dntivivisection a 
_ speech explaining this law he had stated: oe have 
 vivisection in Prussia with immediate effect and have p 

_ under punishment for the time being until the law itself pu' 
it under severe penalties, under the punishment — of b 
thrown into a concentration camp.” . 

That is the true Goering—protecting animals, even 
- venting their use in medical research, but quick to consi 

* to a concentration camp any human being so zealous 
molest a stray cat. Goering, the ruthless, the cold, the h 
_ showed less concern for the life of a human being than for 
_ the life of an experimental animal. 
That is the Goering who led the blood purge in es 34 
and who stated in his public speeches at this time: 
_ *¥ would rather shoot sometimes too short or too 
- provided only that I shoot. My measures will not be sic] 

over with legalistic doubts, nor will they be sicklied over b 
bureaucratic pressure; here is not justice which I have t 
_ exercise; here I have only to annihilate and to oe D th- 

- ing else.” 
That is the Goering who, after the Nikembers anti-Semiti 

laws were promuigated, demanded enforcement in these 
words: 

“God has created the races. He did not want equality. This 
equality does not exist. We have never accepted such a 
idea and therefore we must reject it in our laws likewise 

That is the Goering who ordered the bombing of Rotte 
‘damsthe man who said to me: “Of course, we rearmed. We 
rearmed Germany until we bristled. I am only SOITy we 
not rearm more. Of course, I considered treaties as so much 

_ toilet paper. Of course, I wanted to make Germany grea 
If it could be done peacefully, well and good. If not, th 
just as good. My plans against Britain were bigger than 
they ascribe even now. When they told me I was playing 
with war by building up the Luftwaffe, I roped a Bac i 
was not running a finishing school. 

lutions, so I fee I could get in on one too, and the cine : 
that attracted me to the Nazi Party was that it was the only r 
one that had the guts to say ‘to hell a Versaille 
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_ Naturally, Hitler was glad to have me because I had a great 
‘Teputation among officers of the First World War. I was of 
value, and in turn I was to become leader of the Reich.” 
‘This same aspect of Goering’s character appeared in his 
discussion of the actions of Hitler. “Had Hitler appointed 
‘me to the Chancellorship after Munich, I would never have 
made war,” said Goering. “Instead of invading, I would 
have crushed Poland economically until she was forced to 
yield.” Never once did he consider the smaller countries. It 
was just that he felt he could have accomplished the same 
ends without risking his neck. I asked him about Rotterdam, 
and he emphasized that, while the Dutch were surrendering, 
the English and French were still at war. “It was better to 
kill a few thousand in Rotterdam and bring the French to 
surrender than to prolong the war,” was his response. Goer- 
ing was also quite opposed to the Russian war, not because 
of the horror that would result, not because of the lives that 
would be lost, but because it upset his plans for an attack 
on Gibraltar and because he felt a two-front war would be 
fatal to Germany. 

Charming as Hermann Goering unquestionably was— 
‘when, as a prisoner in our hands, it suited him to be so— 
his own fascinating conversation made it unmistakably clear 
that he had no sense whatsoever of the value of human life, 
of moral obligation, or of the other finer attributes of 
civilized man when they conflicted with his own egocentric 
aims. He was an individual who one moment could be the 
life of the party and a friend to all and the next could, with- 
out compunction, order all his companions to their deaths. 

I recall the day when, recapitulating for me the early his- 
tory of the Party, he told how he and Ernst Roehm had built 
up the SA. It was evident that Roehm and Goering were 
more than brothers in arms, they were friends. Then, casu- 
ally, Goering told how he and Roehm became rivals for 
Hitler’s approval and how finally he ordered Roehm shot 
during the purge. 

I broke in: “But how could you bring yourself to order 
your old friend killed?” Goering stopped talking and stared 

at me, puzzled, as if I were not quite bright. Then he 
shrugged his great shoulders, turned up his palms and said 

slowly, in simple, one-syllable words: “But he was in my 

BVAVeees 
Nonetheless, no matter how much we disapprove of Goer- 

ing’s ruthless disregard for human life, we must recognize 

his tremendous drive and capacity for work which, coupled 



s influenced Hitler. On April 22, 1945, Hitler had a 

. nounced his intended suicide and told Meee that a 

~~ main in Berlin to the last, but that the end was near, 

so - Goering did not know that, after announcing his plans 

Ecanee. ‘He lost favor ‘aay ‘because th war \ 
-Goering’s final days as a member of the 

veal how completely his jealous” rivals within the Pa 

sion with Jodl, his commander-in-chief, in whic 

vinced. He sent word to Goering that Hitler eae to 

Goering was to take command on Hitler’s death. 
_ Goering received Jodl’s message late that evening. and 
next morning wired Hitler requesting further informatior 
and the specific date on which he was to assume comm 

‘Jodi and notifying Eva, Hitler had changed his mind. Hitle: 
was not told that Jodl.had communicated with Goering and — 
Was led to view Goering’s telegram as a move to usurp powel 

I questioned Ribbentrop as well as Jodl on this point. 
_bentrop had been with Hitler at the time and he verifies al 
Goering told me. But he swore that it was the conse: 

of all the leaders then in Berlin—Bormann (successor t 
aS Hess), Goebbels, and Ribbentrop “himself (Jodl having 
turned to the field) that Goering was simply trying to ik 
over the government. Apparently those three, who were all — 
bitter rivals of Goering, joined to convince Hitler of G er 
ing’s duplicity. 

Apparently this took some doing, though; for a 
o'clock on the evening of the twenty-third Hitler 
Goering that the date had not yet been set but that Goering — 
would be duly notified. Goering, elated, planned a celeb 
tion which would mark the achievement of his great drea 
—empty as it was by then. The party never took place. A 
eight o’clock the same evening a group of SS troops arri\ 
and put him under house arrest. Their orders read that he 
had acted in a treasonable fashion toward Hitler and ‘th ‘ 
Party, but that Hitler had ordered his life spared becau: | 
his previous great work in the Third Reich. SS 

Goering spent the next four days under house arrest, an 
on April 27 he received an unsigned telegram informin 
him that he had been ousted from the Party. On the night 
of April 29 another telegram arrived, signed Bormann, with 
direct orders for the SS to liquidate Goering and his sta : 
But the Gestapo chief, Kaltenbrunner, was reluctant to h 
Goering shot without having Hitler’s signature on the or 
He delayed, and Goering Rivet 2 



Bias 
e Cosine had Gonspleled. plans 

A three o’clock that afternoon a number of. 
ratroopers passed through the grounds of Goer. 

and “by coincidence” the lead truck of the con. 
down. The paratroopers all got out to stretch 

panic! suddenly surrounded haere suerte oe 

, “commander of the area, arrived, officially ordering Las 
amy Tescue. Twice freed, he remained in his castle un-— a 

a Pi stock of the drug; and since the a was un- 
pata Germany, that means the entire world supply — 

I y's contention that he was a prisoner of war, and — i 

surrendered his valuable baton, the symbol of his 

his arrival at “Ashcan,” the code name for ‘the 
erican prison camp at Mondorf, he was upset by being 

ed that the services of his adjutant no longer were 

prison authorities. 
~My arrival at “Ashcan” followed the first withdrawals of 

‘drug. The study of my patient led me to observe with 

particular interest the personal possessions he had brought 
nto. captivity, demonstrating as they did his love of finery 

nd the narcissistic structure of his personality. He had 

i 1t three large rings, truly massive baubles—a ruby, an 

er 1d, and a pine diamond, each set in a heavy platinum 

) Fie item was a monstrous unset emerald which he 

d to be the largest he, an experienced emerald col- 

tor, had ever found. It was by all odds the largest I ever 



fe inch by one half inch. 
hope to see, a + desl remendo 

- cases, gold pens and pencils, : 

‘traveling clocks in his baggag e. Bertie. 1a 

the finest quality—and most of it had come fre m the 

-cupied countries. 
Goering’s fondness for the finest in everythin 

not only to his personal possessions but to his d ngs 

He maintained a number of castles ae he had . ni 

paintings, tapestries, and sculpture on so a aphinene a 
he assured me: “I had no intention of keeping them 

’ my death a huge museum would be created for the Ge: 
people.” He paused and cast me a proud side glance. 
urally, the great gift would be known as the Hermann : 

_ ing Collection.” oa 
_ Egotism? Certainly. And such egotism without ethics is. 

character. 
strength. 

Moreover, he was a natural ieadon When the trial beg: 
‘he demonstrated his peculiar abilities of leadership immed 

_ ately by assuming his place at the head of the dining tabl 
_ No one questioned this. His right to command was a 

Hermann Goering was Stier and knew his 

after Goering fancied himself as a leader in the defense 
_his compatriots. He said to me: “We are sort of like a te: 
all of us who have been accused, and it is up to us to s 
together to accomplish the strongest defense. Naturally, I am 
the leader, so it is my problem to see that each of us contrib- 
utes his share.” eos, 

As the trial continued, this bid for leadership was some= 
what defeated by evidence of Goering’s part in the atroc- 
ities. Several of the more shrewd, led mainly by Schacht, 
who. was one of Goering’s bitterest enemies, tried to pull 
away from their erstwhile deputy Fuehrer. Nevertheless, his. 
power was not broken; and whenever anything of impo 
tance came up, the accused men in the dock could be seer 
looking to Goering for advice and leadership. Lee 

As distinctive as Goering’s natural fae ae of ie at 
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_ ship was his ability to disregard those aspects of the circum- 
_ stances which denied or belittled his authority. The sudden 
_ change of environment from a situation wherein his slightest 

wish was immediately granted to incarceration in a tiny cell 
containing only a bed, a table, a chair, and a toilet, must 
have been profoundly shocking, and yet Goering probably 

- complained less and accepted prison routine with more grace 
than almost any other of the group. 

He was a man of big ideas, massive plans. Even in prison, 
he remained primarily concerned with fundamental issues, 
and the petty problems of daily prison life he simply 

_ «shrugged away. What complaints he made were about lack 
of communication with his wife. Once he was able to send 
and receive letters regularly, he settled back and became a 
nearly model prisoner. This ability to adapt himself to a 
sudden change was one of Goering’s primary assets. His 
simple interest in the end point, rather than in the situation 
as it developed, had been characteristic of him throughout 
his life. 

At Nuremberg, Goering assumed that he would be found 
guilty and condemned to death. He accepted this fate— 
maintaining constantly that he was being punished as a Ger- 
man patriot rather than as a war criminal and throughout 
the trial concerned himself with keeping his name as free 
as possible from the taint of atrocities and war crimes. 

So far as the organization of the Party and the plans for 
- war were concerned, Goering from the first willingly admit- 
ted his part to me. In the trial, and to me on occasion, he 
stressed that he did what he did only to build a greater 
Germany, not for his own personal aggrandizement. In inti- 
mate talks on the bunk-in his cell, however, he sometimes 
confessed that his basic motive had been that single, driving 
ambition to achieve for Hermann Goering supreme com- 
mand of the Third Reich. 
- He reached his goal too late. At Nuremberg he was a 
fuehrer without a country, a marshal without an army, a 
prisoner accused of waging aggressive war against peaceful 
peoples and of the deliberate murder of millions. 

In such straits, he did not lose hope or even ambition for 
posthumous glory and power. His sole aim became to estab- 
lish himself in the minds of the German people in such a 
way that he would go down in the history of his country 
as one of its great heroes. Time and again he said to me 
boastfully: “Yes, I know I shall hang. You know I shall 
hang. I am ready. But I am determined to go down in 
German history as a great man. If I cannot convince the 



In spite of the oe of prison n life, Gsctae “moods Wel 
- usually good and he loved to tell jokes, most of which wer 
| not very eae but which he aoe EDIONSGs regard 

ple. I never failed to be amused, not ti the tale, but by t 
teller: : FS 
“Tf you have one German—” he would beam sententi- be. 
¢ oul but with a twinkle in his eyes. “If you have one Ger- 
man, you have a fine man; if you have two Germans, seat, 
_ have a Bund; three Germans together result in a war. On 
: the other hand, if you have one Englishman, you have an 
idiot; two Englishmen immediately form a club; and when 
“three Englishmen get together you have an Empire...” Al- 
teady, deep down within the big man there would be the ae 

_ premonitory rumblings of the laughter to come. He would ~ 
control himself and continue: “One Italian is always a tenor; 
_ two Italians make a duet; when you get three Italians then 
- you have a retreat.” Finally, “One Japanese is a mystery. 
we Japanese are a mystery. But three Japanese! They ar 
~ a mystery too!” 

_ At the final word his great mouth would open wide ahd 
oa a bellow of laughter would issue. Eyes squeezed tight and 
shoulders shaking, he would raise his ham-size hands shoul- 
der high and bring them down resoundingly on his great. 
thighs. All the while gusty blasts of laughter escaped him. 
In the intimacy of his cell, Goering talked freely and ap- 

_ parently honestly of his relations with Hitler. He admitted 
~ that he had had many differences with Hitler and that, as 
_ time went on, their arguments became more and more seri- 
ous. He pointed out that he was the only one who dared 
argue directly with Hitler during the war years and explained — 
that these arguments eventually led to Hitler’s distrust of 
him. Everyone else, he agreed, used to accept unquestioningly 
whatever Hitler said. When I. remarked that in America 
all of Hitler's followers, including Goering, were considered 
“yes-men,” Goering nodded understandingly. “That may ‘be, 

- but please show me a “no-man’ in Germany who is not. six 
feet underground today.” . 

Goering apparently had a close attachment to Hitler 
a curious one. His was no deep, unreasoned love for hi 
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Fuehrer, but a cool, intellectual admiration for Hitler’s or- 
‘ ganizational capacity and his uncanny ability to control 
_ people en masse. 

Goering once told me that Hitler had a hypnotic effect 
on audiences and that when he was driven through cheering 
crowds, people would rush up to the car in an almost hys- 

_terical state. Indeed, Goering told of women struck and 
knocked down by the vehicle, who would arise and continue 
their wild cheering for the Fuehrer as if oblivious of their 
sometimes quite apparent injuries. 

No doubt Goering was pleased with Hitler’s suicide since 
it opened the way to his own rise to leadership. But the 
reason he gave for approving Hitler’s way. out was probably 
also valid and a measure of the regard he had for his lead- 
er. “It was not cowardly of Hitler to commit suicide,” he 
explained to me one day. “After all, he was chief of the 
German State. It would be absolutely unthinkable to me to 
have Hitler sitting in a cell like this waiting trial as a war 
criminal before a foreign tribunal. Though he hated me at 
the end, he was for me, after all, a symbol of Germany. 
Even the Japanese insisted upon not bringing their Emperor 
to trial. 

“No matter how much harder it is to me now, I would 
still rather suffer any consequence than to have Hitler alive 
as a prisoner before a foreign court. That is absolutely un- 
thinkable.” 

Now that he was the only individual left of the major 
Nazi hierarchy, Goering felt great responsibility, not for its 
crimes, but for its evaluation by history. He was greatly re- 
lieved when Ley, the labor leader, committed suicide: “It is 
just as well,” he said. “I had my doubts about how he 
would behave at the trial. He would probably have made a 
spectacle of himself and would have tried to make a fantas- 
tic, bombastic speech. It is a good thing he got himself out 
of the way.” 

Goering was also somewhat concerned over Ribbentrop, 
and after the trial began spent some time bucking up the 
former Foreign Minister to make a strong stand and not break 
down with a plea for mercy. None of this was selfless lead- 

ership. Goering had only contempt for most of his col- 

leagues, and he would have been quite willing to convict all 

of them of the most heinous offenses if by so doing he could 

have vindicated himself. 
Goering’s whole aim, from the time he surrendered, was 

to build up Hermann Goering for posterity. He even tried 

hard at one point to convince me that if he had been given 



perhaps. the Gere 
velopment of the atom bomb. = 

: peer, who as ‘Minister of Armaments) was di 

‘enthusiasms. He complained to me that thesd. bo: 
- bursts of Goering’s were constantly getting everyon ; 
ee during the war. On one Bea psa ( 

a with its superior pectic Vie and asked eorree owe 
es ae had. nes said 500, although he ea Beer 

= oat ‘plane fell through for lack of hundreds like it, 
_ ing simply blamed Speer for not having ee eo 

fe aircraft. 

challenged the right of any tribunal to try him. He ac} a 
never felt that what we called war crimes were crimin 
all. He simply called them “brilliant. strategy.” 

‘But Goering was not afraid to die for his strategy. “ 
is there to be afraid of?” he once asked me. “After I ave 
given” orders. to hundreds of thousands of men to go into 
battle, frequently knowing full well that many would not 

- come back, plain soldiers who had no choice in the matter, 
_ should I, their leader, cringe when called on to face the 
enemy? 
“This is just like going into battle and I will show them 

that I can not only dish it out, but can take it as well. I de 
not recognize this trial’s legal jurisdiction, but since they 

_ have the power to enforce their will, I am prepared to tell 
_ the truth and face anything that may come. One by « 

they break down. Ley commits suicide; Kaltenbrunner gets — 
sent to the hospital; Ribbentrop loses his nerve. Not me! _ 

“Hermann Goering is a soldier. I made war—that is true. 
As long as every nation has its selfish interests, you. have e 
to be practical. I am a practical man.” 

He stopped for a moment and looked around his cell 
seemed he was realizing that “practical” men avoid suck 
ends as this rough prison and the gallows. He went on: “B 
I am also convinced that there is a higher power which 

~ pushes men around in spite of all of their efforts - con 
their destiny. . ie 

That was the only time I ever saw Goering tee 

+ Ae 
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he sien could not face and perhaps conquer the entire 
world. ; 

| ae 

_ Thus, in his prison cell, Goering demonstrated all of those 
‘personality characteristics which have made him what he 
was throughout his life. He still maintained his extroverted 

_Teaction patterns, his need for attention, his narcissistic bod- 
ily fixations. He daily demonstrated, though restricted by the 
prison environment, his dominant drives, his ability to visual- 
ize clearly his goal, and his willingness to attain his end 

_ Tegardless of the cost. He still possessed all the forcefulness, 
brutality, ruthlessness and lack of conscience which made 
him the ideal executive for Adolf Hitler in the control of the 
Third Reich. 

In his final suicide, Goering carried out his ideals to the 
very end. He had faced the International Tribunal with 
“courage but denied its right to judge or sentence him. In his 
last moments of life, he took matters into his own hands 
and, once again the dominant figure, cheated the hangman 
of the Allied nations. 

At first glance his action may seem cowardly—an attempt 
_to escape the punishment meted out to his compatriots. Care- 
ful consideration of his actions, however, reveals that here 
is the true Goering, contemptuous of man-made rules and 
regulations, taking his own life at his own convenience and 
in a manner of his own choosing. By this action he has 

_ joined the other top Nazis—Hitler, Goebbels, and Himmler, 
who preferred death by their own hands to ignominious 
hanging. 

Goering, however, went a step further than his former 
associates. He stoically endured his long imprisonment that 
he might force down the Allied Tribunal and browbeat the 
prosecuting lawyers on their own terms. By these methods 
he established himself with the German people. His suicide, 
shrouded in mystery and emphasizing the impotency of the 
American guards, was a skillful, even brilliant, finishing 

touch, completing the edifice for Germans to admire in time 
to come. 

The immediate refusal of the Allied Control Council to 
publish his final statement to the German people plays into 

his hands by appearing to be motivated by fear of the 
power of his words, even after his death. 

There seems little doubt that Hermann Goering has re- 

established himself in the hearts of his people. The Nurem- 

berg trial has only strengthened this feeling; and history 

may well show that Goering won out at the end, even 

though condemned by the high court of the Allied powers. 



PART THREE 

THE SALESMEN 

The Nazi Party was set up much like any corporation, 
albeit one most autocratically run. The top Nazis were the~ 
board of directors and Hitler was chairman. As with most 
such boards, the chief concern of this one was profit—in 
literal terms, power. To get power the Nazis had first of all 
to sell their product—their Party and its policy—to the Ger- 
man people. 

Josef Goebbels, Hitler's Minister of Propaganda and one 
high in the policy-making councils, was given this job. 
Along with the current policy, he also sold the basic premises 
of Nazism: that Jews were at the bottom of all evil; that 
Germans were superior to all other peoples; that the interests 
of the German Siate- came before all else; that the indivi- 
dual’s highest achievement was service to the State; that the 
Fuehrer personified the State, could do no wrong, and was 
answerable to no one. 

The selling of Nazism abroad, necessary to achievement 
of the ultimate good—Deutschland iiber Alles—was in the 
well-manicured hands of Joachim von Ribbentrop, a weak- 
ling who set no policy and sold no big bills of goods. His 
lack of success in the international field can be measured 
by the fact that, though there were Nazi-aping minority 
groups in most countries of the world prior to 1939, never- 
theless, in the showdown thirty-four sovereign states declared 
war on Germany and on various of her eight satellites. 

At home the selling was much more effectively done. The 
chief domestic salesman was Dr. Paul Josef Goebbels. Goeb- 
bels escaped us by suicide, but I obtained considerable in- 
formation about him from his aid, Hans Fritzsche, whose 
regular broadcasts were accepted as setting the line for Ger- 
man propaganda during the war. 

62 

i ‘ 



CHAPTER 
SIX 

HANS FRITZSCHE 

ONE OF THE THREE NAZIS ACQUITTED AT NUREMBERG, 
Hans Fritzsche was one of the more intelligent, and least 
significant, of the entire group. He was educated in the 
Bochum public schools and was just old enough to serve 
as a soldier in the First World War, having entered the 
Army when he was 17. 

After the war, Fritzsche attended the university at Berlin, 
where he studied history and political economy. In 1924 he 
entered politics and, later, journalism. Through his work as 
a writer he met Goebbels who was impressed with the young 
man and found his talents useful. In 1933, when the Nazis 
came to power, Goebbels gave Fritzsche a post in Propa- 

' ganda. He rose in the Ministry, became Chief of the Ger- 
man Press Section, and finally, in 1942, Reich Minister for 
Radio Propaganda, in which capacity he supervised all broad- 
casts in Greater Germany. In this important post Fritzsche 
made regular broadcasts which were looked upon as set- 
ting the tone for German propaganda. 

_. Fritzsche’s broadcasts were. notably anti-Semitic, venting 
an antipathy which he developed at the university. There, a 
veteran seeking a scapegoat for his share of German frustra- 
tions and defeats, he had accepted the thesis that the many 
Jewish students held themselves aloof from the non-Jewish 

_ students. He learned to hate Jews then, and developed the 
faculty as he grew older. In jail he sought to excuse the 
violence of his broadcasts by pointing out that he had al- 
Ways objected to the pornographic obscenity in Streicher’s 
anti-Jewish broadcasts. 

Fritzsche, a clear thinker, realized that the crimes against 
humanity were the most serious charges brought against the 

Nazis at Nuremberg; he may also have concluded that incite- 
ment to such crimes might be the grounds for his own 
conviction. He professed to be extremely’ bitter against all 
the top Nazis—Hitler, Himmler, and Ribbentrop in par- 
ticular. He told me he thought Goering was less responsible 
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Saas ‘for hanseie Fritzsche denied any rata 
S on ae that he had learned of a plan of 
- to kill all captured Allied pilots following the Dresden i 
ing. He claimed credit for working through Goebbels ands cA 
pee to have this decision changed. Whatever the 

son, the proposed massacre never took place. : 
During the trial Fritzsche was a rallying point for those 

‘the group who were inclined to oppose Goering’s total 1 
_ ership—Schacht, Schirach, Speer, and others, who seem 
to have the ability and the desire to think and plan for — 

Selves. 
_ Through Fritzsche I obtained much of the information Fy 

was able to gather about Goebbels. Fritzsche maintained — 
and ‘his opinion was backed up by that of all the others 

_ the jail, as well as by outside evidence, that Goebbels wa 
of extremely high intelligence. He was well educated, origi- 
nal in his ideas, possessed of an excellent memory, had a 

well-rounded knowledge of people as individuals and en 
. masse—of their motives and of their capacities. 
Fritzsche pointed out that the many-sidedness of ‘Gack: 
bels, this overabundance of ability—of which the Propa- — 
Deads Minister was fully aware—accounted for his tendency 

to exaggerate the importance of his own opinions and 
his inclination to belittle the opinions of others. Goebbels 
was quick to make snap judgments; typical was the way | 
which the word of one of his subordinates, if it agreed with | 
his own view or helped crystallize it, could become to Goeb- Be 
bels a classical expression of the belief of the entire nation. 
On the other hand, Goebbels would frequently pass up what 
seemed to be the opinion of the multitude, simply dismiss — 
it with a wave of his hand. On such occasions his justifica- 
tion was that it was the function of his Ministry not to dis- 
cover public opinion but to create and mold it. ‘i 

Fritzsche also emphasized Goebbel’s extreme diligence, : 
declaring that his dead boss had been accustomed to work — a. 
systematically from earliest morning until late at night, - 
Goebbels was incredibly well informed. Himself an omniv 
orous reader, he had a large staff assigned to abstract cur-— 
rent books, magazines, newspapers, etc. for him. Fritzsche 
also made the observation that Goebbels’ extreme dri 



tzsche’s opinion that Goebbels’ crippled 
aused him to limp, and his short and fr 
no tdic body, accounted for his amb 

1€ motivation presumably accounts for his sexual 
res. Goebbels’ marital unfaithfulness was notorious. — 
said Hitler frequently intervened to reconcile — 
and his wife. Frau Goebbels had previously been 
of a rich manufacturer whom she divorced to mar- 
els, and during the early days of Nazidom, had 

of great value to him in social and diplomatic en- 
. In the end she apparently died with her husband _ 

: and and father. He possessed a decided sadistic streak 
and frequently utilized sarcasm, cruel jokes, and mockery, 

ot only in his speeches, but in direct, withering blasts at his. 
and co-workers. He was quick to anger and dramatic 
expression. Often his fury took the form of long mono- 

ogues which were so classically developed that strangers, 
hearing his tirades, believed he was acting and not actu- 
emotionally stirred. ; 

oldness, that toward his subordinates by harshness. He 
ym. praised. He was not really liked by the people who 
him, but he was popular with the public because, so _ 

sche felt, he had moved freely among them, especially _ 
ig the period of the bombings. ; 
pparently virtually all Germans admitted the high cali- 
of Goebbels’ intellect. His speeches and writings demon- | 
e for all the world his untanny skill in deviating from 

truth, while still maintaining an appearance of perfect 

and authenticity. His influence with Hitler developed 

nuously during the years of the Third Reich, until at 
‘end Goebbels alone of the original group remained in 

Lavor. e 

At the very last Goebbels withdrew into his shelter and 

sfused to see any of his previous associates. Apparently he 

primarily concerned at this time with Hitler’s suicidal 

ns. The only time Fritzsche saw him after April 21, 

was when Goebbels and his family were laid out in 

gue as corpses. eae 
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It is significant that these opinions were voiced by Fritz. 
sche at a time when he was facing trial for his life for” 
crimes of which Goebbels was certainly guilty. Whether 
Fritzsche in the future abides by, or changes, these opinions — 
will help us gauge how well the Nuremberg court assessed. 
his complicity in the crimes of his master. i 

mle otkn. 



CHAPTER 
SEVEN 

BALDUR VON SCHIRACH 

THOUGH HITLER VALUED GOEBBELS HIGHLY, HE UN- 
derstood also how essential it was that he sell his ideas to 

the youth of Germany, not merely through the adults, but 
direct. While Goebbels and his aids bombarded the public 
with a general type of propaganda, an organization especi- 
ally created for the purpose undertook to indoctrinate the 
youth with Nazi ideology. For heading this important work, 
Hitler in 1932 chose Baldur Benedekt von Schirach, an in- 
tense, romantic-minded youth, ardent in his adoration of 
Hitler. 

_ Schirach was the youngest of the Nazis on trial. His an- 
cestry is interesting because of its American aspect and be- 
cause it lent—though in obverse—the Ausldnder flavor to 
Schirach’s character, which we have seen in the cases of 
Hess, Rosenberg, and even Goering. : 

Schirach’s great-grandfather, Frederick von Schirach, was 
an American and a Union officer in the Civil War. This 
von Schirach, serving with the Fifty-fourth New York Vol- 
unteer Regiment, lost a leg at Bull Run, and thereafter 
served as a major and adjutant on the General Staff. In 
1865, he was one of the honor guard at the bier of Presi- 
dent Lincoln. 

Frederick’s wife was Elizabeth Norris of Baltimore. The 
Norris’ were a family of French origin and were the own- 
ers of a locomotive factory in Philadelphia. 

After the Civil War, the von Schirachs moved to Kiel 
where, in time, a grandchild—the father of Baldur—was 
born. This grandchild was American by birth, of American 

parents. He grew up an American, and married a Phila- 

delphia girl named Emma Tillen; but he forswore his Amer- 

ican citizenship, became a subject of the Kaiser and an officer 

in the Imperial Guard. Thus Baldur, though his parents 

were Auslinder Americans by birth, was born a German. 

‘He grew up in Weimar, and early in life demonstrated 

interest and talent both for outdoor sports and the arts. He 
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-* devotee of literature and, in particular, of poetry. V 

: were published in 1927. 
This is the story of his career as ‘Schitich, told 
“As a boy I was not politically minded, bein 

was 17, however, I got hold of the book, Eternal dee 
your great automobile manufacturer, Ford. ‘This — 

opened a new world to me, and profoundly influencec 
“Some time after reading this book, while still filled 

its revelations about International Jewry, I first met Stre 
whose opinions about the Jews you know. They are 
stronger medicine for an impressionable youth than 
expressed in Eternal Jew. 

m “After meeting Streicher I became even more engr 
in political problems. I neglected my literary friends 
consorted chiefly with political thinkers, all of whom sp 
of the Jews as Streicher did. Among friends who assum 
that all Jews were evil and all the ills of Germany w 
fostered by Jews, I came naturally and without question 
think and feel as they did. My convictions were only m 
firmly set when one of my new.associates brought me 
Protocols of Zion to: read. = 

“Then I met Hitler. I was young and impressionable, fill 
with an eager zeal to destroy Germany’s enemies and rest 
my Fatherland to its rightful greatness. Hitler, in his speeche 
and in his person, inspired me profoundly. I wanted only 
be near him, to serve him and, thereby, save Germany Th. 
was all I thought of, all I dreamed. Pe 1 

Actually, Schirach admitted at another time that he c 
to Munich already imbued with the Nazi faith; and ck 
that University because he knew Hitler had his headqu te 
there. In any event, while a student at the University the 
he became an active Nazi. | 

“T became one of the Party’s staunchest supporters, = hel 
once said, “and I was a convinced anti-Semite. I firmly be- 
lieved in these principles—auntil the end of the war. Imag- 
ine how astounded I was then to discover that Ford had 
withdrawn his writings many years ago, and that the Proto- 
cols of Zion were forgeries. Could I have been ant Semi 
if I had known these two facts? I do not know. A 

“I do know that I soon learned not to place too mu 
credence in Streicher’s exaggerated accounts of Jewish rot- 
tenness. I know that he himself was vile, and that there w aS 
other evil within the Party. But I had taken Nazism as my 
religion in my youth, and I was idealistic, peli 
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easily led. It was not easy for me to believe that all the 
_- Nazi promises were false. 

“But, in spite of my Party loyalty and my confirmed, in- 
tellectual anti-Semitism, I never participated in any actual 
atrocities. I did, in one speech, approve the evacuation of 
Vienna’s Jews, but only at Hitler’s suggestion. 

“Then, when all the atrocities came to light at the end of 
the war, my worst fears were realized. It is true that I had 
had some glimmering of what was going on in 1942. At 
that time both my wife and I had argued with Hitler him- 

‘self against the deportation of the Jews. Hitler became ex- 
ceedingly excited and ordered us out of his house. We were 
sure we would be arrested, but nothing came of it—except 
that I was after that gradually dropped from Party activity. 

___ “When the war ended, and I knew how my Party and my 
Fuehrer had robbed Germany of honor by the atrocities, I 
was most upset. I studied what I should do. I knew my own 
responsibility was great and I felt I should try to undo some 
of the evil. I would not commit suicide like a coward. I did 
not even evade arrest. Instead, I proposed to American 
authorities that all youth leaders be called together for a 
re-education program and that I deliver myself as a hostage 
to take the consequences of our earlier, blind mistake. I 
hoped in that way to make good somehow for what I had 
done.” 

In reading this statement, one must keep always in mind 
that Schirach was making out the best case he could for 
Schirach. Aware of that and with consideration for informa- 
tion on him I had obtained from other sources, I concluded 
that Schirach was good material gone wrong. He will have 
twenty years in prison to ponder -on his error. 

Schirach tested high in intelligence. He was an executive 
of great imaginative powers, tremendously active, with great 
drive. His record proves those qualities. He organized all 
German youth on the basis that “youth must lead youth.” In 
fact, he claimed that slogan as his own, although it has 
‘been widely attributed to Hitler. 

And Schirach organized German youth virtually single- 
handed. He did it chiefly by traveling continuously by plane, 

train, and auto, and regularly visiting all of his subordinates, 

never directing affairs from headquarters. He always main- 

tained personal contact with the youth, visiting their camps 

and places of work. He once boasted to me that there is 

hardly a town or village in Germany which he has not 

visited. He also set up a system under which once a month 

all district youth leaders met in a single group for personal 



erally forcing them under his control. 

tion for Hitler and his principles, and he had apparently 
- inexhaustible physical and mental energy. Finally, he was | 

lish 

Vice. 

-and he insisted that his policy of bringing young men and — 

ae taized force in so short a ey But nor all 
can be attributed to him personally. We must not 

_ trends in this individual. Married young—his wife was Hen- 
_ Tiette Hoffman, the 18-year-old daughter of Hitler’s photog- 

tapher—he has three sons. He insisted that his aids” also 

that the authority, rules, and laws of the Nazis perm 
him to carry out activities prohibited to any other 
movement. He had the backing of Hitler, and he seized 
property and equipment of all other rival organizations, 

Nonetheless, Schirach was ideally suited to his task. 
was young and enthusiastic, he possessed a fanatical devo- 

good family, well. educated, and handsome, a young man of _ 
keen imagination and considerable creative and literary abil- 
ity. Moreover, he was—second to Hess—the Nazi without a = 

I know the rumors that have been whispered» about 
Schirach’s alleged homosexuality. I investigated them and I 
can say flatly that there is no evidence of any homosexual 

marry in their twenties because “leaders of youth, if unmar- 
ried, arouse suspicion.” In fact, he considered himself the 
stoutest foe of sexual aberrations among the Hitler Youth; 

women together in various “harmless contacts” did much to 

cut down the rate of homosexuality in Germany. He admit- 
ted that occasional homosexual incidents occurred under his 
administration, but maintained that toward the end the Hit 
ler Youth was completely cleared of such elements. 

There is no doubt that Schirach recognized that his 
“harmless” policy of exposing German boys and girls to the - 
possibilities of heterosexual experimentation went far beyond _ 
what would be considered “moral bounds” in most cultures. | 
He, of course, denied responsibility for promiscuity, and it 
is true that much of the incitement, the “have fun by having 
a baby for Hitler” propaganda, was sponsored by ministries 
other than his. Himmler, in particular, encouraged SS youths _ 
to make a baby at every opportunity and urged German 
girls that their first duty was to bear German sons—in wed- 
lock or out. 



pl 
however, that aa coutbative sports andl ay 
nd hat numerous youth groups be organ 

hes, hiking groups, football leagues, and 
I al agencies. apa 

iT Sot Gere to feel deeply upset because he a d 

those of a romantic easily led. To the end of the 
pereined the enthusiastic juvenile. No mature intel 

vill out years “68 te-education before the basic Ae 
trines of Nazi philosophy can be eradicated from the minds 



CHAPTER 
‘EIGHT ~ 

J OACHIM VON RIBBENTROP- 

* as well. For this he needed pai pee unscrug 
alee but not such shifty men that he himself co 

but for his chief ne Hitler went outside the ‘servi 
: and discovered his own. 

aA e ideal man for the job had to possess unique qualific 
= tions: He must be a fanatical Hitlerite. He must make a good 
surface impression. Because he would be expected to se 

not only the product but the customer, he must be facile in 
_ employing varying approaches (depending on the war pote 

tial of the customer). Finally, he must not have an origina 
thought in his head but be limited to parroting the Pochiet@ 
words, driving for the Fuehrer’s ends. ast 
beasts Hitler chose for this task Joachim von Ribbentrop. it 
a choice eminently satisfactory to both. 

Of all the Nazi criminals, von Ribbentrop demonstra 
the greatest degree of insecurity and tension. His cell was 

always in a chaoic mess, the floor literally strewn with 
crumpled and trampled papers. As he paced this littered 
cave, he reminded me of nothing so much as a child, intel- 

_ ligent but definitely immature, who had been cut off com: 
' pletely from his parents and all sense of security. — 

_ This reaction to the war’s end and what followed is u 
derstandable if we realize the deep attachment Ribbentrop 
felt for his father and realize further that, for years, Hitler 
had been a direct father substitute for the little-boy Ribben. 
trop. 

Ribbentrop’s father had been a soldier, but one ee 3 
of a wide range of interests, capable of inspiring and hol: 
ing a son’s affection. Ribbentrop on one occasion spoke very 
freely with me on this subject. “My feelings toward 1 

ge father were such that I liked and fg him more | 

ree 



inge 
had a very ree ane Sith him on 

death [on Jan. 1, oe 

reco ection of her. He remembered her coal as” a 

: ee ase of her illness, the children were anny is 
way from her. Consequently, Ribbentrop grew up | 
t a mother’s guidance during his adolescence and this — 
its, to some degree, for his firm paternal attachment. 

1 1920 Ribbentrop married Elise Henkell, the daughter 
of his employer. He was profoundly attached to her and ~ 

‘ed me, “Our life together has been full of such happi- — : 

ularly and would wait SOA. many hours to bean 
-a word indirectly from him. Of all the wives of the 
criminals, she was the most active in planning and aie 

i her husband’s defense. 
_As I observed her devotion, her determination to help © 

him, the manner in which she went about arranging for : 
Cl insel and obtaining evidence, the feeling grew in me that — 

only had Ribbentrop found a father in Hitler but a moth- — 
in his wife. This impression was strengthened by one of — 
physicians who told me he had observed the same thing — 

throughout their entire marriage. Frau Ribbentrop had sup- 
ervised the home with an iron hand, hired and fired Ribben- 

p’s own personal servants, valet, chauffeur, physician— ~ 
‘ven hired and fired members of his Foreign Ministry staff. 

_ It was, in fact, largely through her efforts that Hitler be- 
ame interested in her husband in the first place. It is likely 

that Frau Ribbentrop knew how weak her husband was — 
and how greatly he needed assistance. 

‘ertainly Frau Ribbentrop’s mother did. The mother-in- 
w has been frequently quoted as having commented on 

how extremely odd it was that, “Of all my. sons-in-law, the 
foolish became the most prominent.” 
bentrop himself must have doubted his ability to com- 
in the big business of international relationships; this — 

ity eae Beas One accounted to a large de- 



e for 
erformance™ of his ee a) Paes 
His background was certainly vnsdeauaed fort 1 

diplomat. He completed only elementary school a 
_ then trained in languages, learning his English in 

and Canada. He also studied dramatic art. His recor 

qipereniodls during the war years. The affliction appa 

of the peace conference delegation. Thereafter, he ent 
ees business as an importer and exporter of liquors. ; 
_ At first Ribbentrop was undoubtedly interested in his busi- 
ness primarily as a means of winning a livelihood and a 
fortune. But as he made more and more money and impor 

_ tant friends, he found he was able to utilize his products 
~ to win political influence and friends in high places. In Ger- — 

se _ many during the early twenties, liquor was difficult to ob- 
_tain, and Ribbentrop began deliberately to court impoxtant 

_ people with gifts of rare vintages. j , 
_ The system was apparently successful. Ribbentrop’s busi-_ 
‘ness remained an asset he never relinquished even after it 

~ had helped bring him political power and international — 
prestige. He could, it seemed, afford to ignore the snide re- 
marks of political opponents who sneered that, as a ah >= 
mat, he was an excellent champagne salesman. =". 

= As a matter of fact, he told me he continued to run his” : 
business right through to the end of the war, having hada 
- special commission from Hitler permitting him to do so. In 
turn, he functioned as Foreign Minister without salary. He ~~ 
was inordinately proud of this donation of his services to 

the German Government, boasting that he religiously turned 
- back to the Reich all his salary except actual governess 

expenses. 
Ribbentrop explained to me that his interest in “politics. 

_ grew out of his import-export business, but I am convinced 
‘it had deeper roots. Such explanation alone would not ac-— 
count for the restless energy and never-sated ambition which 
drove him for years. 

It is more likely that his ambitious drives developed ays 
in childhood following the confusion in familial relationships 
resulting from his mother’s death. Apparently he had had — 
to strive for his father’s affection and at this time formed 
habit patterns that later forced him to seek personal ag- ; 
grandizement through political power. However, his business _ 
trips abroad did develop a political view of German prob-- 
lems, and this resulted in his joining fDrORS, with the N 
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early in 1930. Appointed to a minor office in 1934, he re- 
ee ag first major post, the ambassadorship to London, 
in 5 

Ribbentrop’s record of advancement has been amply re- 
ported and is of little concern to us here. What is important 
to realize is that Ribbentrop was an individual suffering from 
feelings of inferiority who sought power in an over-com- 
pensatory drive. In this way he resembled Hitler, to whom, 
after only one meeting, he became emotionally very at- 
tached. 

Ribbentrop’s wife furthered the attachment by giving 
frequent parties for the coming Fuehrer in the years be- 
tween 1930 and 1933. Hitler was much impressed with the 
tasteful and luxurious surroundings of the Ribbentrops, and 
a fair share of his cultural attitudes was-no doubt the result 
of the patient coaching of Frau von Ribbentrop. Mutually 
complementary in political aptitudes and cultural attain- 
ments, the Ribbentrops and Hitler developed a close per- 
sonal relationship which finally resulted in the appointment 
of von Ribbentrop as Foreign Minister. 

With his ascendancy to power, Ribbentrop developed an 
attitude which prevented any type of criticism or aggression 
against him. Surrounding himself with loyal followers, he 
assumed an air of arrogance and disdain which repelled all 
who sought to approach him. This defense was so effective 
that he eventually carried it over into his own office. One 
of his assistants, who hated him, described Ribbentrop for 
me in this fashion: 

“He would enter a room as though he were descending 
from a cloud and then suddenly, with a start of surprise, 
notice that others—mere humans—were also in the room. 
He treated us like dogs. He would require his entire staff to 
line up at an airport and wait for hours until the plane bear- 
ing him arrived. 

“We would then all line up at the door, Ribbentrop would 
appear and greet us with a frozen smile, raise his hand in 
the heiling gesture, and rapidly enter his private car to be 
driven off. We who had perhaps been waiting five or six 
hours, would then find our cars and drive after him. 

“If Frau Ribbentrop happened to be traveling with him, 
it was required that every married member of the staff have 
his wife at the airport as well to greet her. Many times all 
the under-secretaries stood waiting for hours in pouring 
rain, just so the Ribbentrops might be guaranteed a wel- 

- come worthy of their status.” 
Ribbentrop was extremely theatrical in his reactions and 



oY ‘No doubt some of Ribbentrop’ s dramatic Soiree 
- from his early training in the drama. Like many acto 
was -over-temperamental, gracious one moment and sl 
ing and cursing his staff the next. He was meticulous in | 
clothing and apparently felt that his staff was an -extensior \ 
of his personality. In consequence, he required members of 

edarsed with credale. Incidentally, Hitler helped Ribbentz 
design these staff uniforms. When any special event ‘was 
planned, Ribbentrop would prepare a lengthy memorandum, 
detailing precisely what was to be worn, even to the Bre er 
collar button. 

_ Goering, who had little more than scorn fon this ot 
clothes horse, Ribbentrop, described him for me in thi ‘as 
jon: 

“He was a boundless egotist—a wine salesman who was 
successful in business, but had neither the backer nor 
_ the tact for diplomacy. 
_ “T tried to advise Hitler to remove him for two reasons: 

NE: First of all, he was persona non grata to the British, and 
even Hitler wanted to keep on good terms with the British. 

_ They disliked Ribbentrop because of that stupid tactlessness. 
“He had hardly gotten off the train when he went on his 

-mission to London before he started giving them -expert 
advice on controlling the balance of power against Russia, 

completely insensitive to the fact that the British considered — 
__ themselves experts on power politics and were always” try-— 
ing to give us advice on how to protect Germany in the 
East. 

“Then, upon presentation to the King, he greeted a 
with ‘Heil Hitler.” The British, of course, regarded it as an 
insult to the crown. I was even able to make Hitler see that fs 
point. “Suppose Russia sent a good-will ambassador to you,’ 
I said, ‘and he came and greeted you with ‘Long Live the 
Communist Revolution!” ”” Here Goering raised his fist in 
the Communist salute and laughed heartily at such lese-maj- 
esty. : 

_ “The second reason I wanted Hitler to get tid of Ribben- ; 



had a man with * gonnections? : LZ: 
d to have any dealings with “Enel id 

h better through my connections— a 
‘ax, for example. 
of his ignorance, Ribbentrop was as arrouene as” ia 

about his. position. Just imagine! At the time of 
ig of the Axis pact with Japan, with the newsreels ss 

hat, he wanted me—the second man in the Reich— 
\d behind him for approval! Can you imagine the — 
old him that, if I did pose with him, I would sit — 

all; bacause I hadn’t read the pact yet, and inighin’ 
exception to it later only to find that I had identified — 

with it.” oa 
e is more than the evident depreciation of one Hitler - : 
for another in that naive comment. Recall, if you _ 
e significance of the Tokyo-Berlin-Rome pact and 

real e that this epoch-affecting, war-making agreement was 
, sealed, and recorded by cinema without even being 
y the Number Two Nazi. 

] pa whatever his eae as a statesman, was | 

eA | Ribbentrop’ s father in the scheme of his life. This 
tionship was commented on by everyone who worked 

ibbentrop, and his under-secretaries invariably men- 
ed how he glowed after every interview with the Fueh- 

itler_ apparently realized his hold on Ribbentrop and 
it for all it was worth. He was also apparently aware 

the fact that the utterly devoted Ribbentrop seldom had ~ 
inclination to follow his own ideas, and would carry 

t to the letter any order of Hitler’s. Until 1941, however, 
Bile be would occasionally argue with Hitler before ac- 

tage his orders as final. Then Hitler put an end to all. 

obstruction in typical fashion. Ribbentrop told me of 

. 1941, Hitler and I had a disagreement. It was really 

very simple sort of thing—over a decoration. I had a 

ation for service in the Foreign Office, and Hitler was 

“second-class one. 

r it ‘wasn’t very important. However, we argued 



go ould 
used this somewhat childish argument 

= Hitler had had enough of it.] © 

ae: down in a chair, held his head in his hands, and m 
that I was killing him.” 
The “dying” Fuehrer then held forth for an h 
ner parently looking very ill—recapitulating all their 2 

disagreements and the arguments they had had over tr 
- and problems in occupied countries. With Ribbentrop’s | 
recounted, Hitler then announced that his ungrateful Fo 
‘Minister could leave but that he, Hitler, was about to have : 
stroke, that his ears were ringing, that he felt faint, tha 2 
would die and that Joachim von Ribbentrop must be con 
sidered the direct cause of the death of the Fuehrer an 
total collapse of the German nation. =: 

eos “I became very upset,” Ribbentrop went on. “He 1 Kk 
like death. He seemed unable to breathe. He was very pa 

and you could see his veins stand out on his forehead. 
thought he would die, and I seized his hand and took 
oath that I would never do this again, that I would alwa 
stand behind him, no matter what he might plan to d He 
rallied and thanked me, and we parted not too friendly.” 

Although Hitler’s dramatics sound “corny” in cold ‘typ 3 
Ribbentrop was apparently profoundly upset; thereafter— 
despite convictions that Hitler’s policies were not alw 
sound—he never crossed the Fuehrer again. He told me 
all earnestness that when he thought of objecting, the vi 

_ of Hitler’s face, strained and pale and haggard as it was 
that fateful day, would float before his mind’s eye and d 
suade him. He apparently believed that any protest by hi 
might actually cause Hitler’s death by a stroke or profound 
emotional shock. This somewhat simple belief seemed quite 
firmly grounded in Ribbentrop. Even in Nuremberg Jail, 
during the early period of his captivity, he was still the 
staunch supporter of the Fuehrer. 

Perhaps the best source of information about Ribbentrop 
' —other than his own unguarded utterances—was. his secre- 

tary, Margaret Blank, who had served him for many years. 
She prepared for me this summation of his abilities and his 
frailities: 

“The characteristic qualities which he showed at the be- 
ginning of his political career have also determined his 
nature during the later years of his activities as joie for hi 



she k: oO pity: W 
denial of private life, a re 

- health whenever circumstances require it, he 
from his subordinates. His work means more 

n anything else, and he requires the same attitude — 
orkers. Whenever great news is in the making, — 

n drive inspires his whole surroundings, and every- __ 
ly does the job assigned to him. During those 

does not distinguish between day or night, but 
t the job is finished and there is little work to do, __ 
rop always shows his appreciation. But even during __ 

and normal times, Ribbentrop’s working schedule is __ 
al. It may be that he is a natural night worker; the — 

t he occasionally suffers from insomnia would seem 

€ 

h lectures by the Reichminister’s advisers, postpones the slat 
‘daily schedule. The dinner which had been ordered 

alf-past one or two o’clock can often not be taken 
il three or four o’clock, or even later. More than once 

were served supper as late as ten o’clock. Ribbentrop ~ 
m goes to bed before two in the morning. Even his 
; don’t constitute a real relaxation for him. The conver-_ 
is almost exclusively monopolized by him and pertains 
o Official and political matters. One gains the occa- 
impression that he tries to add a lighter and more per- 

mal touch to these conversations, for instance, when one 
of his staff members has a birthday or someone has re- 

med from a vacation and is asked to tell about it. But it 
pens very seldom and only for a short while, after which 
‘thoughts and his conversation wander back to politics, 
though attracted by a powerful magnet. Sometimes, late 
‘the evening, he tries to take his mind off business and 

tics, seeking diversion and rest by having some. movies 

wn to himself and his staff. He always demands pleasant 

d humorous films, while he declines serious and tragi- — 

pictures. 5; 

This kind of life leaves Ribbentrop little or no time for 

reading or for the cultivation of his hobbies. In the last few - 

ars, he must have done most of his reading during sleep- 

nights. Despite this fact, he repeatedly amazed us with 

is tremendous knowledge, extending into every sphere. As 

had never graduated from a university nor engaged in 

mic studies, I can only assume that he had read a lot 



efore” his political t : 
‘him never to forget what he ha: 
“Ribbentrop loves music and in addition 

= standing and inclination for it. He is an ex 
but although, to his great pleasure, he bought a ver 
and valuable instrument, he has to my knowledge 
played it once. He attended concerts or plays occasic nally, 

- but discontinued this during the war. Sometimes, while 
the field, he had good radio programs and phonograph 
ords played to himself and his immediate staff. He pre 
Wagner and Beethoven. His other interests in art m dS: 

pertain to paintings. He is familiar with. the works of al 
_ epochs of art, and he also shows interest in ie ry 

painting.” 
“Another one of his hobbies is hunting. However, 
on those occasions when many official guests were in ited 
he never went without his complete staff in order to 
ready for work at any time. Here, too, the iron rule wh 
he imposed on himself and his co-workers was in effect, i 
_ that work and duty and constant readiness at any hour come 
= first, and that only the remaining time can then be used fo 

trop. was freer of political thoughts and more careless , 
on any other occasion. The fact that Ribbentrop is abl 

physical outdoor exercise for-months, is proof of his st 
and persistent will power. It furthermore showed that, de 
spite his occasional ailments, he has a basically song sae 

he did not suffer any severe illness during the meay y 

plete neglect of his health. If he really has to stay in be 
for a while, he receives reports in his bedroom, dicates ar 
phones his instructions from his bed. I remember that, in th 
summer of 1943, while in Fuschl, he was ill with pneu-— 
monia. Because of the steady worsening of the situation in 
the East, the Fuehrer had to move his headquarters quite 
suddenly from Berchtesgaden to East Prussia. He expecte x 
his Foreign Minister to do likewise. Although the consultin 
physician urgently advised against it and declined any re 
sponsibility for such a move, Ribbentrop could not be held 
back. This was an order or a wish of the Fuehrer, and it 
this case Ribbentrop knows no doubts. Although still bed: 
ridden, he worked the whole night through, and, at th 
most, slept for one hour. He left Fuschl by car at si 

_ O'clock in the morning and landed by PIAREH: only 



an ¢ : ly 
not an easy polical, and his strong wilful 

ich extra work for his doctors. When a p 
rescribes a daily schedule with regular wo! 

meals, and sleep, he will follow this schedule for 

occur, ; before long everything has gone back to routine. ioe 
Rib ntrop is temperate in everything, he eats, drinks, 
md okes little. hie only eects in which he does not 

ris om a‘ ee salesman” to a diplomat, and even 
to a Foreign Minister, I cannot agree to the statements ac- 
using him of ambition. I believe Ribbentrop to be an ex- : 
lusively clever man, and his cleverness together with his — 

complete idealistic devotion to his mission to improve the 
foreign policy of the Third Reich has lifted him from the — e 
Tepresentatve for disarmament to the Ambassador in Lon- — 

, and finally to the Foreign Minister of the Greater 
German Reich. He was an absolute outsider and had at the — 

_-beginning of his job all the advantages and disadvantages _ 
an amateur. Bureaucracy and rank hierarchy are repug- — 

ant to him, and his temper: does not tolerate any obstruc- re 
s or difficulties. see 

_ “At this time he completely reorganized the partly deteri- 
ted Foreign Office. Filled with energy and possessed of 
National Socialist Idea, he plunged himself into his ex- 
oe work. His buoyancy and speed were new to the ex- 

civil service system and, of course, inconvenient. He 
Beers made himself numerous enemies and opponents 
10ng. his employees from the start. He finally became de- 

pendent on a small but absolutely trustworthy staff of his 
_ e0-workers. Because he was no professional diplomat, he 
was of course dependent on the help of several experts. He 

und those among the old civil servants, but their activity 
id not extend beyond the routine work, while all decisions 

f any importance were made by the Foreign Minister him- 

_ self. He gave very limited individual powers to his co-work-_ 

ers and even to his mission-chiefs abroad. They were not to 

take any steps, unless they had the express authority from 

he Reichsminister. The instructions which he gave to them, 

as well as those he gave to his States Secretary and his 

ion chiefs in Berlin, were always of a very detailed na- 

ie, and he demanded that they be followed to the letter. 

| 



- umreserved faith and obedience to the Fuehrer. Even > al 

Re with Ribbentrop’s opinion, he will, and without resistanc 

hip 

_ to the patient, expects a daily report, ane will pay all: th 

eS ssa sense of ee out of which, 
ance with the leadership principle current in Gi 

- feels himself personally responsible to the Fuehrer for | 
the smallest detail. The fact that Ribbentrop — belies : 
his duty to work out all details himself, instead of 

directives on a broad basis, explains the overabundan 
work which passes through his hands day by day and v 
- out any let-up. He often remarks with a sigh, ‘I just have 

_ least once, perhaps even several times, to be given a com 
mand at the front. After the Fuehrer had declined any such 

ie keep faith in the man to whom he had once sworn alle 
S pee, and to execute his orders. 

to do everything myself.’ 
“The decisive factor for his activity is his implicit aid 

times when the decisions of the Fuehrer do not corresponc 

execute them, just like a soldier will obey the orders of hi 
superior. I was asked repeatedly why Ribbentrop, like othe 
leading personalities, did not quit his job when he fou 
out that his and the Fuehrer’s ideas differed in so man 
points. I-know that Ribbentrop had asked the Fuehrer 

request, Ribbentrop could do nothing else but continue 

“Ribbentrop expects from his employees the same atti : 
as which he himself takes toward the Fuehrer. I have 
already mentioned that it was not always easy, especially for 
a woman, to meet his expectations to the complete neglect 
of one’s private life. However, I myself worked with grea 
pleasure as his private secretary for over ten years, and I 
believe that the difficulties caused by working for and with 
Ribbentrop were more than made up for. He is very sparing 
with praise and recognition, but when he does find words 
of thanks and appreciation, they carry that much more 
weight and spur one on to greater effort. 

“Despite his tremendous work, he still finds time to show 
interest in the welfare of his surroundings. His staff is well 
taken care of financially and materially, and he gives gener- 
ously after some especially well-done job or at Christmas. — 
He takes warm human interest in his employees, even the 
smallest ones, be it a case of illness or damage suffered — 
through bombing, and he sometimes extends his interest 
even to their whole families. He then sends the best doctors — 



itl essness and disloyalty i in his eyes constituted 
es. Should anyone disappoint Ribbent p's: 

uld be out of his good graces immediately, and 
1in his former confidence, if at all, only after a 
I remember two cases where employees took ad- 
the great confidence of their boss, the Foreign’ 

ister, without having committed actual blunders. Ribben- 

hired. under humiliating conditions. I believe: it 
int to mention Ribbentrop’s high evaluation of per- 

| faith and loyalty because it will help to understand 
th which he himself kept to the Fuehrer to the bit- 

this interesting document we find Ribbentrop well por- _ 
. We find also—and I preserve it for the record—a 

usly inconsistent use of the present tense. Though cee 
r chief had been in jail for a year facing almost certain © 
ec ition, though his Ministry and its “Greater German 
eich” were already dissolved, this loyal woman insisted on 

writing as if the Nazis still ruled and Ribbentrop still stood, 
a loyal servant, at his-Fuehrer’s side. : 

To his doctors, Ribbentrop was perhaps more of a prob- 
‘than even his secretary realized. He suffered for years — 

9m a functional weakness of the left facial nerve with re-_ 
neuralgic pains and occasional drooping of the left 

. He called in a number of physicians, requested their 
advice, obtained their medicine, and then paid no further 
atten ion to them whatsoever, claiming that he knew more 

it his affliction than they did. This behavior was re- — 
ted in prison, where Ribbentrop gave a long, detailed, — 
garbled opinion of what was troubling him to the Amer- 
medical officers. 

Ribbentrop’s physicians also confirmed the manner in 
ich his moods changed according to whether ‘Hitler — 
led on him or turned his face away. If a considerable 

lapsed during which he was not ordered into the pres- _ 
of the Fuehrer, his moods became ugly. As soon as he | 

Wa: called, his mood rapidly underwent a change for the 

etter. After his return from an interview, he was jovial and 

ly talkative. It was, one physician said, as if he had 

God.” 



- he seemed wholly unable to make up his mind on any point 

' 
me 

- on his floor, wringing his hands. His inevitable greeting was 
~ “Doctor, what shall I do? What shall I do?” : 

=4 

- requested_interviews with anyone and everyone. During 
i 

light: in making people wait for him for long 
_ frequently would require a foreign diplomat to si 

time to see him. 

Ape I found him depressed, uncontrolled, and almost 
less. I attributed this condition chiefly to the fact that he ha 

_ tions, then apparently pay no attention whatsoever to 
replies. Shortly he would repeat the question. When he go 

_ very polite and cordial, and he constantly flattered the “Col- 

_ cooled for a moment. “Perhaps it is not Bess ie througt 

Ribbentrop’s s - tactlessnes 5 was 
physicians, as were his tyrannical and 
toward opinions other than his own. He took 

anteroom daily over a period of weeks before he c 

When I first visited Ribbentrop’s cell in the Nure 

been cut off from. his emotional sustenance. He could no 
- communicate with his wife, and his Fuehrer-father was dez 

His cell was easily the most untidy in the entire jail, and 

He was, to use a common psychiatric phrase, extremely dis 
organized. Each day when I came to talk with him, I wo 
find him pacing up and down through the crumpled papers 

-Then-would begin a barrage of impossible demands. 

examinations he would interrupt to ask innumerable ques- 

an idea, he worried it to death. In surface matters he wa 

onel-Doctor” in an attempt to find out what others Teall s 
_ thought of him. 

Ribbentrop was a clever individual, but not brilliant. Hes 
had only average intellectual ability. In conversation, how- 
ever, he was able to feel one out and frequently showed 
himself adept in laying traps in order to gain some piece 
of information. ae 

Whenever the conversation turned to Hitler, Ribbentrop es 
became positively fanatical. Again and again he made this ~~ 
emphatic declaration: “I have always stood behind the ~ 
Fuehrer and always will.” Then invariably he would quick- 
ly add that, although he had stood with Hitler on every- 
thing, “I had nothing to do with policy and I am not. gunty; 
of any crimes.’ a 

One day during the trial, motion pictures were own in- 
cluding several scenes of Hitler. Afterward in his cell Rib- — 
bentrop, whose eyes were literally aglow with remembered 
glory, seized me by the arm and shook it. “Can’t you feel 
his personality?” he asked breathlessly. I was silent, and he : 
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_ the screen, But I can feel him myself—his strong, vital per- 
- sonality. ; 

He then added: “Even though I am here in jail on trial 
for my life, if Hitler were to walk into this room at this 
moment and command anything, I would do it immediately 
without thought of consequence.” 

This devotion to Hitler was real. It was strikingly demon- 
strated when, having left Berlin during the latter part of 
April, 1945, Ribbentrop telegraphed Hitler on April 27 re- 
questing permission to return to the capital to die beside ~ 
his Fuehrer. 

His utter loyalty all but survived the shock of Hitler’s 
will. In this last testament of his idol, Ribbentrop was not 
mentioned and the position of Foreign Minister was given to 
Seyss-Inquart. When Ribbentrop heard of this he became 
completely stupefied and then almost hysterical. At first he 
refused to believe that he had been left out; he felt certain 
that Hitler must have given him an even better position. 
When it became obvious that his name was not mentioned, 
he consoled himself that Bormann and Goebbels had pre- 
pared a false will or perhaps that Hitler had become insane 
or had signed the will without knowing its contents. 
When he first heard the will read, his stunned question 

had been, “Didn’t it mention my name anywhere, anywhere 
at all?” Later, excited and talkative, he recalled Hitler’s 
statement on his fiftieth birthday anniversary which had 
named Ribbentrop as the most sincere and loyal of his fol- 
lowers. Finally, after almost two hours of repeated assur- 
ances that Hitler had really not mentioned him in the will, 
he ranted hysterically: “It makes me very bitter. I gave him 
everything. I was loyal. I always stood up for him. It was 
very hard. I stood his temper, I took everything he gave 
me, and then he just chucked me out. It makes me very 
bitter. This hurts me more than anything else he could have 
done.” 

This rejection of his Fuehrer apparently weighed seriously 
on Ribbentrop’s mind and, later, in his testimony, for the 

first time he openly questioned the theory that Hitler was 

the ideal man, and’ placed on Hitler blame for the failure of 

the Third Reich. 
There is no doubt that Ribbentrop did not deteriorate in 

prison. In spite of his chronic complaints, his inability to 

make up his mind, his loose talk, his depression, and his 

emotional vacillation, he was not insane. He was, instead, 

an individual who, without actual ability, achieved a high 

position, maintained his status by freezing out anyone who 
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might challenge him, and who—at last—descended to the 
depths of despair. Trapped in a cell, with only the gallows 
to look forward to, unable to find a solution within himself, 
and not knowing which way to turn, Ribbentrop, at the end, 
was a terribly frightened rat in a trap. 1 

Like a cornered animal, however, he showed some cour- 
age at the very end. Probably the news of Goering’s suicide 
and the realization that he was now the leader of the death 
procession, holding the center of this final stage, stiffened 
Ribbentrop and made him a more competent person in his 
last seconds than at any other time in his entire life. 



CHAPTER 
NINE 

CONSTANTIN VON NEURATH 
FRANZ VON PAPEN 

HITLER FOUND TWO MAJOR CAREER DIPLOMATS READY 
to do his bidding, and of them he made full use—the Baron 
oe Neurath and the ex-cavalryman, ex-master saboteur von 
apen. 
Trained for the diplomatic service, von Neurath began 

his career as soon as he completed his studies in 1901. Thir- 
ty-one years later, having shifted his allegiance from mon- 
archy to republic, he was a success—Foreign Minister at 
539. By the time he was a few weeks past his sixtieth birth- 
day, he had again followed through a change in govern- 
ment without missing his step, and was appointed Hitler’s 
Foreign Minister. He held the post until 1938, when Ribben- 
trop succeeded him. Therefore, he functioned in a less ex- 
alted role, but still for the Nazi Party, part of the time as 
Protector for Czechoslovakia. 

In his talks with me in Nuremberg Jail, von Neurath 
maintained that he realized the danger Nazism represented 
for Germany and stayed on in the foreign service merely to 
exercise a counterinfluence against its revolutionary ideas. In 
studying his record, however, I could find little evidence of 
any counteraction; and I am of the opinion that, in von 
Neurath, we have a well-integrated, intelligent, smooth per- 
sonality type who carried on his chosen profession success- 
fully by changing his own attitudes as his superiors were 
changed. Now he was making anxious efforts to wriggle out 
of the predicament in which his service to Nazidom had put 
him. 

He acted the part of a loyal German in trying to sell to 
foreign countries whatever government might be in power. 

He merely rationalized his violation of twentieth-century eth- 

ics in his service to the Third Reich by professing to have 

been working against the Nazis. 
At 73, physically aged even beyond his years, Neurath 

can never expect again to be a free man. In a sense one 
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Re ea! * 

in tie see ie but in 1910 was ae to ‘the Genet 
and became ee attaché to the German ee i 

ae tee a the First World War is well known Af-" 
ter the war, he returned to his farm in Westphalia. Out of 
Sees and out of favor with the Weimar meee 1€ 

ci a -Hindenburg to form a povemunicnt and. act in 
capacity of Chancellor in 1932. In this key position, he was 

_ able to watch the masterly maneuvers of Hitler, and, i 

the: burgomaster level, he fell in with Hitler's Resa ‘or 
_ the Chancellorship. 

__ Von Papen told me emphatically that he was strongly | 0 
_ posed to Hitler at this time—something I find easy to 
lieve, because Hitler was actually displacing him as top r 

_. in Germany. However, von Papen (a much more canny 
dividual than von Neurath) recognized the potentialiti 

this upstart party. Though he had much to lose, he obvious- 
ly preferred to carry on as a small frog in a big puddle than 

_ to wind up a dead frog in no puddle at all. The excuse, used 
by so many others with so much less effect, “only » LORas 
=. the reason that someone should act as curb to Hitler’s ambi- 

tion,” earned him a full acquittal at Nuremberg. = 
So thoroughly did von Papen convince Hitler of his eage: 

ness to be a good Nazi that he earned the position of Vic 
chancellor. But, unable to control a penchant for conspiracy, 
he was accused by Hitler of plotting against him. He almost — 
lost his life in the 1934 purge but got away with official dis- 

~ missal. 
Although Hitler had once apparently decided to liquida 

him and had then formally dismissed him, von Papen 
felt it his duty to “watch over the UES of this _ 

Sie 



| 2 , Nazi activities” in Vienna, whick 
ad pro! ised the Austrian Government would be 
While von Papen was in charge there, Nazism 

: Oe : 

records and as he, himself, admitted to me in 
jail, von Papen actually worked hard for the Nazis in Vienna — 

an | mpt to bring about anschluss. He was engagéd on 
st for four years before he was recalled in 1938. 

nkly admitted to me his regret at this development, _ 
; entire four years had been expended in perfecting a _ 

tic maneuver whereby Austria would be taken into ~~ 
Reich without bloodshed. Hitler apparently grew im- 

ent, however, substituted Seyss-Inquart for Papen, and > 
ished anschluss the very next month. Papen pro-— 

sed to be very shocked at the ultimatum-and-arms tech- 
employed. His idea had been to take the country by __ 
over work and infiltration, but peacefully. Hitlers 
‘as simply to take it. 
| Papen sincerely attempted to convince me that his 
rt of an Austrian Nazi Party, whose aim was to over- — 
the Austrian Government, represented an effort to do 
or all Germandom—and thus the world. He naively 

red his Austrian record of conspiracy as demonstrating 

_ Papen achieved more success in his next job, in Turkey, 
wh re he was sent to prevent the encirclement of Germany. 

He was there when Hitler marched into Poland. He said to 
“When war broke out, against all my hopes and en- | 
wors, I resolved to stay in Turkey. By my activity there, — 
ept Turkey out of the war.” 
-was quite proud of this accomplishment and talked 

rly of it. It was his thesis that: “If Turkey had joined in 
h the Allies early in the war, millions of Turks would 

lost their lives. I personally have, therefore, saved 

lives; and, while my keeping Turkey from an alliance 

the other powers may not be considered favorable to 

Allies, I consider it an act of humanity to have spared 
ey the devastation and death of open war.” 
‘a matter of fact, von Papen talked himself into be- 

his own rationalization, and he sincerely looked on 

F as a savior of life rather than as a member of a 
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- at all emotional. His calculated retirement and new start in 

' politics after the First World War was well thought out and - % 
- successful. Though he achieved the Chancellorship only in 
time to be swept aside by Hitler, he did not give up but 
‘sought means to continue, even though with lessened au- 
thority, as an official of the Third Reich. 

He had no scruples in joining Hitler’s party for his own 
purposes, nor in switching his loyalties when the situation 
changed. But his double dealing never won von Papen the 
power he craved. It did, however, earn him a good living 

and a firm basis for fame within his own country—things 
which he values highly. By his own admission, he obviously 

- lacks basic integrity and has ever been quite as willing to 
serve one master as the next—provided that he got some- 
thing out of it. 

Von. Papen’s attitude is perfectly rational, and his basic 
‘personality must be considered as entirely normal, except for 
his inability to abide by the accepted code of honesty and 
loyalty, either in word or in act. 



FORRES 

PART FOUR 

THE GUNMEN 

Hitler knew from the beginning that he could not be 
sure of mastering either Germany or the world with sim- 
ple salesmanship. The front man with the smooth tongue 
must be backed by a hard-visaged individual with a gun. 
The SA, the Gestapo, and the German military arm, in turn, 
were built up as Hitler's mounting successes and ambitions 
created need for them. Their use netted clear gain until, on 
September 1, 1939, Hitler overstepped himself by invading 
Poland. 
_ The original purpose of the SA had been to intimidate 

_tival parties and, if necessary, seize power in a putsch. It 
was never used for the latter purpose, though its very exist- 
ence no doubt eased Hitler’s rise to power by legitimate 
means and made it possible for him to abrogate law when 

he had the opportunity. 
The Gestapo, as a secret police organization, was literally 

at war with all Germans from the beginning. Having 
crushed any incipient revolt at home, it was given the task 
during the war of discouraging revolt on the part of .non- 
Germans as the Greater Reich expanded during the early 
military successes. Its duties inevitably involved it in atroci- . 
ties. 

On the other hand, the armed services, while perhaps not 
directly involved in atrocities, were inescapably responsible 
for the planning of Hitler's wars of aggression. The chiefs 
of the German General Staff and High Command, two 
commanders of the German Navy, and the chief of the 
Secret Police all stood trial at Nuremberg. Only the naval 
commanders escaped the death sentence. 
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CHAPTER 
TEN 

: ALFRED JODL — 
WILHELM KEITEL 

ee con THE TWO ARMY LEADERS, JODL, CHIEF OF THE GEN. 
eral Staff, is the more interesting. Although he was born i 
Wirzburg in western Germany, his family actually was B 

Munich family. One day in an expansive mood, Tod. t 
me: “You can still find the family name there. It means 
“steer.’’”? You may gauge the reserve of Jodl by accepting 
‘this volunteered information as an altude bordering on in- 

SH 

- the family tradition, oe for an ee career, Be ane : 
_ marriage was to the daughter -of a retired colonel of Frenc 
descent whose family had come to Germany during the 
French Revolution. Jodl served with the artillery and the 

~ General Staff during the First World War. In 1914 he was 
wounded in the right leg but recovered without lasting ill 

~ effects. 
_ Jodl advanced in the usual promotional pattern until hee 
came to Hitler’s attention near the start of the war. By the 
_war’s end, he was second only to Keitel. His wife died of 

_ pneumonia during the war, and shortly thereafter Jodl re- 
_ married. His second wife, the former Louise von Bender, a 
tall, blond, unattractive woman, had been a close friend of — 
- the family since 1934 and had nursed the first Frau Jodl 
ouee her last illness. 

This second marriage seemed to have been a true, mafddles 
aged love match. When I asked about its following so close 
after the death of his first wife, Jodl’s severe face softened — 
and flushed. Then he said shortly: “Our marriage was in 
March, 1944. You know the future looked very dark eve 

_then. We married at that time to have at least a short time 
together.” _ aes 

_ The second Frau Jodl is a most de person: ity 
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ss General Jodl. When he Teceived 

en do not appear in public.” 

he pemness stand would have saved his life, I am sure 

Tes bees to questions I asked. Throughout these qtestingtins 
S ood formally at attention. To the end he always clicked 

entually, however, he relaxed to a degree, and we had 
number of relatively friendly discussions. He had been 
prised by the indictment, maintaining that, as a soldier, 

is duty was merely to obey orders. But he swore that he 

“The men who did such things must have been beasts, 
teal Germans,” he said. 
‘his defense, Jodl chose to overlook the fact that he 

dowever, he was an inordinately ambitious man, and he 
eemed never to have done anything that could have com- 
romised him with the Nazi Party. His shy, retiring personal- 
extremely high intelligence, and organizing ability were 

a pata Boia Decat Keitel was educated by pri- 
> tutors. His father was wealthy, the scion of an old 

tary men and aires leaders for more than a 
eee 

tive in h heebanidts detciee: ‘She was, fae 5 
behalf. The reason she did not 

ing sidelight on the character of the ex- _ 

ped & ai eink sincerity. “No. Of course > not. Ger- 

n had he known positively that his wife’s appearance 

known nothing of and could not understand the atroci- - 

rian agricultural family. His ancestors had been Prus- — 



leah HGat ‘The eaickesioues ee his other 
know. . 

_ Keitel was a traditional or gentleman, A 
though lacking Jodl’s over-all ability. He was ‘mu 

‘emotional than Jodl and consequently talked much | 

readily. He professed to be concerned over the fate of the 
German people but maintained that, as a leader of the 

- man Army, he was, of course, responsible only the i 
tary activity of the Reich. : 
Though he had served on the General Staff in the | 
World War, Keitel had won promotion relatively slowly v 

after the Nazis came to power. He had been top man amon 
the German military ever since Hitler’s dismissal of von 

_ Blomberg and von Fritsch in 1938. 
Keitel was undoubtedly an ideal assistant to Tilers 

E canditionine to unquestioned obedience -was absolute. F 
him. there was no such thing as objecting to an order o: 
the commander-in-chief. When I asked him how officers’ and 
gentlemen could have carried out the outrageous orders of 

Hitler, he said again and again, “We can only receive orders — 
and obey. It is hard for Americans to understand the Prus- 
sian code of discipline.” ~ 

In jail he worked hard at trying to undeneann the no: 
Prussian code; and, by the time the trial ended, he said in 
open court: “I did not see the limit which is set even for a 
soldier’s performance of his duty.” 

Keitel endeavored to save his neck from the noose, a 
Jodl did (and with equal unsuccess), but what truly seeme 

to worry him more than death was the honor of the Arm’ 
_ leaders. He admitted to me that the crimes and atrocitie 

ascribed to them represented a blot which, if established 
could never be removed. He became profoundly emotion 
when discussing his German honor. He would, I am sure, 
have much preferred suicide to hanging. 

Keitel was always co-operative in interviews and was ae 
ticularly impressed with the psychological tests we adminis- 
tered. He seemed to think the American techniques were — 
much better than what he called the “silly nonsense” of the 
German Army psychologists. He fumed that the latter had 
“even flunked my son on an officer’s candidate test because 
of some stupid business in a dark room and an exercise 
voice—saying that his voice was not loud enough 

. audience, when it was not there!” To show: DON si 
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- thought them, Keitel thereafter discontinued psychological 

activities in the German Army. 
3 Keitel was loyal, not only to his family, but to Hitler. 
_ He was enthusiastic about his Fuehrer as a military man, 

declaring that he was easily a genius. Hitler excelled particu- 
_ larly in strategy, Keitel insisted, being far superior to Goering 
and von Ribbentrop. And superior also, Keitel admitted, to 

Jod] and himself. 
_ Keitel attributed the atrocities to the SS, and the disgrace 
- of the Army to its connection with the fanatical elite corps 
which Hitler set up outside the regular army organization. 
He maintained that he, personally, knew nothing of any atroc- 
ities and that, if he had learned of them, he would have 
left the Party. Hitler, he said, had limited his knowledge to 
what needed to be known for the planning of military ac- 
tion. 

Actually, with the examples of von Blomberg, von Fritsch, 
and other generals who had offended Hitler always in mind, 
it seems that Keitel had never had the courage to be any- 
thing but a “yes man.” He once indirectly ascribed his lack 
of opposition to the fact that he did not like to go on record 
even as tentatively opposed. Hitler had a technique of bring- 
ing a secretary into every conference to make a stenographic 
Teport, and Keitel complained that this “completely elimi- 
nated free expression of. opinion.” 

Actually Keitel was as intelligent as Jodl, but he lacked 
the latter’s planning ability. In the over-all setup, it would 
appear that Keitel was the Army front. man and pacifier 
of Hitler, while Jodl did the real work. 

In jail, both Army officers were meticulously neat and 
kept their cells in perfect order. They were the only ones 
who ever complained about: a shortage of scrubbing equip- 
men—no doubt a reflection in both of the Spartan training 
of the Prussian military system. 



CHAPTER 
ELEVEN 

KARL DOENITZ 
ERICH RAEDER- 

- OF THE TWO NAVAL COMMANDERS, BOTH OF WHOM — 
were given prison sentences, Karl Doenitz is easily the more 

remarkable. Doenitz’s entire life was lived near or on the | 

World War, was captured by the British. In prison he feigned _ 
: insanity, though unsuccessfully. He explained to me: “After 
all, I was only a youngster. I knew nothing of insanity or 
~ how to feign it. Two companions and I decided it might sid 

North Sea. He joined the Navy in 1910 and, during the First — 

our efforts to escape if we were adjudged insane. We decid- : : 
Dee we should imitate submarines. We walked about, our — 

_ heads hunched down, going ‘Bzzzz, bzzzz, and a ee 
- were U-boats. The British doctors were too smart for us. 
We didn’t get anywhere. Solitary confinement cured our 
‘mental state’ in no time.” 

_ Repatriated in 1919, Doenitz continued in the Navy. He 

‘became commander of the destroyer flotilla, then command- 
er of a cruiser, and, finally, Supreme Officer in Charge of — 

_ the U-boat Flotilla. In this position he spent much of his © 
time at sea and, even during the war, apparently had little. 
to do with German politics until he was called by Hitler in © 

1943 to succeed Raeder as Commander of the German Navy. | 
Highly intelligent and well-informed, Doenitz was also a 

friendly type of personality and one possessing an excellent 
‘sense of humor. He consistently denied any responsibility as _ 
a war criminal, contending that he acted only as a naval 

officer and that his Nazi affiliations were slight. There is lit- — 
tle doubt, however, that he had been a real admirer of Hit-. 
ler. There is equally little doubt that he was honestly shocked 
by revelations of the brutality Hitler employed. 

In dealing with simple, direct men like Doenitz, Hitler 
apparently was able to act with marvelous ability the part 
of a bluff, straightforward person, concerned only with naval — 
affairs. Doenitz was s highly impressed by ES s brilliance a as 

oa 



at Tider pealined: that Pisenite was es- 
st and ethical person and hence did not in- : 

in the duplicity and scheming which marked his _ 
th other subordinates. In return, although not a 
the Party, Doenitz was fanatical in developing 

Js in the German Navy. 
art of this firm admiration for Hitler is probably at- 
le 1 to the fact that through Hitler the Navy, Doenitz’s 

love, was rebuilt, and Germany again became a world . 
_ No doubt Hitler recognized Doenitz’s high regard 

a and counted on Doenitz to take his side when he __ 
teled with Raeder over the value of capital shipss* 

considered battleships obsolete. Raeder insisted they  __ 
ot. When Doenitz was called in to replace Raeder, he © 

nfo added Hitler by fain oe Raeder’s point as to the se 

at all other successors were either dead or in disgrace. 
1e was the only honest man left in Germany. 
ere was this much truth in his belief: Doenitz was the 

Bee My checking confirmed for me that Doenitz was 
ren he told me: “After all, I was the only leader left 

ive who was not under arrest or under orders of death. 
yurse the Army leaders were still active, but neither the 
nor the Luftwaffe would pay any attention to them. 

O nsequently, I was picked simply because it was felt I could 

st easily bring about peace. This I did as fast as possible; 

ow, as Hitler’s successor, the Americans want to hang 

». This seems to be an example of Yankee humor.” 

a Doenitz got along quite well in Nuremberg Jail through his 

ywn sense of humor. Everything—the seatless toilet, K-ra- 

_ tions, even an occasional bad night’ s sleep—was twisted into 

“some sort of joke. He was not in such a humorous mood, 

however, after the films and testimony of the Nazi atrocities. 

ed truly amazed that such murders as he saw in 

could have been perpetrated.. 

start of the trial, Doenitz had been fully convinced 

court would never convict him, but as it progressed, 



oe last. yaks arith io he eae the cyn 
I can say is that Hitler must have had : 
haracter and he was clever enough to. conceal 

me side from decent people.” 
_ Doenitz took prison life well, eS lbyie: anes of his time 
improving his English by reading both prose and poetry 
He was of keen intelligence, definitely above average 
in addition had excellent constructive, imaginative, and 
ative ability. a 
He felt toward the end that the German people fats be 2 
led to destruction by Hitler; for a time he even cherished 
the faint hope that he might be acquitted so that he could 
play some part in their rehabilitation. More of a gentlema 
and much smarter than most of the; prisoners, he relied on 

his intelligence and speaking ability to meet a situation rather 
Den on the cold formality of the other military men. 
It is my opinion that Hitler used good judgment in selec 

3 song ‘Doenitz as his successor. Doenitz .is undoubtedly a lead 
er of great stature and a most competent man. In prison, 
_ Doenitz naturally felt that his appointment was a dubious 
compliment, and he was bitter in pointing out that his se 

_ days of fuehrership netted him nothing except an opport 
ity to hang with the other German criminals—a_ Site 
not humorous even to him. - 

* % * 

_ Doenitz’s assumption that except for the accident of his 
_ succession to Hitler he would not have been brought to trial 

“Was quite obviously false. As Commander of the Navy, 
he would almost certainly have had a chair in the dock, as 
did his predecessor, Grand Admiral Erich Raeder. 

Raeder’s home life was spartan and unhappy. In his boy: 
hood he decided to study for a military doctor’s degree, but 
he abandoned that ambition and in 1894 enlisted as a naval 
cadet. 

Raeder prided inset on his physical and intellectual rug- 
gedness, which he attributed to his early training. “As a 
cadet,” he once said, “I noticed the development of an in- 
ner firmness, and J became hard, even against myself.” 

As a junior naval officer, Raeder edited several seve 
ake and, ae the First World War, served as co 



julacly the pocket battleship. 
( der is a quiet: little ‘man, “cold- ‘and hard 

pe De interviews he maintained a wall on fee 
ess. against any conversational overtures of an 

2 ee he siege answered ay dir te 

and Pibvolled in politics pital as a “method “of 
sloping et ir own: branch of s service. “ 



CHAPTER 
TWELVE 

ERNST KALTENBRUNNER 

AFTER THE CZECHS DISPOSED OF THE HANGMAN, HEID- 
rich, Ernst Kaltenbrunner acted as Hitler’s hatchet man and 
Chief of the Gestapo. He was one of the few top Nazis who 
were not in the First World War. He was barely 15 at the. 
time of the Armistice. 

Thereafter, as a relatively impoverished student, he did ~ 
odd jobs and studied without much direction for some years, 
until he finally took up law at the urging of his father. He 
won: his degree as Doctor of Jurisprudence in 1926. 

Kaltenbrunner the lawyer was not outstanding. Then in 
1928, still apparently a lost soul of the “lost generation,” 
he entered politics, eventually becoming an under-secretary 
in the Austrian Government. 

Though he had been interested in the illegal Austrian 
Nazi Party, Kaltenbrunner did not join until 1933 when Hit- 
ler took over Germany, and not until 1939, when the Party 
was legalized in Austria, did he become openly a Nazi. There 
you have the behavior of a timid man—a great, hulking, 
tough-looking murderer who was at heart a shivering cow- 
ard. A huge individual, well over six feet, with large bones 
and gross features marred by scars, he was a typical bully, 
tough and arrogant when in power, a cheap craven in defeat, 
unable even to stand the pressures of prison life. 

After he had been in jail about six months and just short- 
ly before the trial was to begin, Kaltenbrunner became ex- 
tremely depressed. I visited him frequently in his cell. Almost 
every time he broke down and cried. He was frightened 
and wanted to be comforted. He was sure he would not re- 
ceive a fair trial. It was a true case of the crybaby who is 
convinced that “everybody picks on me.” All the toughness 
had melted away. The hardness of character which marked 
him as an executioner had been replaced by this soft, sob- 
bing personality who eagerly sought reassurance as to his 
future. 

On November 17, 1945, Kaltenbrunner developed a spon- 

100 
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ized for a considerable period but eventually re- 
to the trial. After several days, however, he had a 

hemorrhages are spontaneous and cannot be predicted 
evented. It is possible, however, that his fear of stand- 

nsible, 

n oy situation was reversed. 

re Bo the marks of courage they seemed. Instead of 
ing dueling scars acquired in the University, for which 

hey were often mistaken, Kaltenbrunner’s scars were re- 
ived when his face crashed through a car window in a 

rosaic auto accident. 
Of far more interest than Kaltenbrunner, the auslander, 
his chief, Heinrich Himmler, the school teacher, the 

sadist, who taught Kaltenbrunner the technique of terror and 
he refinements of torture. Himmler, who had the fortitude 

skill to suicide when the British caught him, was a man 
boundless ambition. His mousy, teacherish front masked 

unger for power and scorn for his fellows, and he joined 

Himmler. 
_ Intellectually a dilettante, Himmler was one of those men 

know a little bit about a great deal. He fancied himself 
expert in race problems, and it was he who developed 

e theory of transplantation of populations. He did a bit of 
gging in some of the old German mounds, unearthing oc- 
sional arrowheads which he treasured. Schirach told me 
iat he carried these souvenirs with him, showing them at 
ry opportunity and posing as an archaeologist. 
ae considered himself an anthropologist, and appar- 

ere Ge dlaches and inability to get about. He was 

ondary hemorrhage which required further hospitalization. 

is fear caused blood pressure rises and were partially 

Bie harsh and ruthless when on top, sobbing for mercy se 

“the Party to develop political opportunities for Heinrich ; 



402 Bp ae TH ¢ : 

of Rosenbers: He ordeeet: ek no Peet ea becc J 
is ” fledged member of his SS unless he could prove his famil 
pure Aryan as far back as 1800. Officers had to prove th 

- jine pure back another fifty years. 
_ Himmler sent out orders esnghiows all the conneeeee 
gions instructing his underlings to restore to Germany ~ 

-estrayed German blood, which they were to recognize by 
- the blue-eyed-blond test. The orders applied only to children 
In the Ukraine, for example, an order was published in 

_ structing that all blond, blue-eyed children—since they were 
obviously of German origin—were to be given adequate Ta 

~ Reich. All other children, as obviously esse in ‘Ori- 
~~ gin, were to be allowed to die. ed. x 
.~ It would. require no. scholarly monograph to. establish — se 

- that Himmler knew next to nothing about the problems of 
= ‘mass migration, and probably nothing of archeology, cer- 
_ tainly nothing of genetics. What he did know—and well— Be 
was how to obtain, hold, and abuse power. He was prob- 
Se ably directly responsible for more abuse of the police POWGE ‘& 
~ than has ever been realized. ae 
= Emotionally, Himmler seems to have been a withdtawne Me 
sort of individual who kept up an unpretentious front. He e 
_- was that—but that was not all. For Himmler’s private life 
_ represented the ultimate in duplicity. Even in his marital re- 
- lationships he was not merely two-faced. Schirach, Kalten- — 
. brunner, and others assured me that this puerile-looking, 
nearsighted man maintained a wife and perhaps as many 
as four or five mistresses in homes suitable to their station. . 
In official relations with other Hitler henchmen, he was 
~ a placid, unimpressive person. To his subordinates, to the 

_ prisoners in his power, he was an arrogant, sadistic, heart- 
_ less killer. This vicious reputation, brought to America by 

refugees from his “justice,” apparently had not caught up 
with Himmler at home. In Germany he was almost unbe- 
lievably successful in hiding this phase of his personality. 
Even his colleagues at Nuremberg were, beyond question, 
dumfounded by the extent of his atrocities and crimes against 
humanity. ‘S 

That is not true of all the Nuremberg Nazis—Kalten- _ # 
brunner, for instance, knew well. what his master’s tricks 
were—but it is true for most. Not that they were unaware 
that he was guilty of atrocities, but even those who had guilt 
knowledge or were themselves guilty in part, never knew — a 

-what black crimes Himmler had charged to the account of 
all Germany. I say, as a psychiatrist ees pes Hae sa 
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employed sound observational techniques, that all but a very 
few of the men on trial were surprised by the ruthlessness, 
the sadism, the fiendishness that prosecution testimony attrib- 
uted to Himmler. 



PART FIVE 

THE RABBLE ROUSERS- 

eal broadcasts, a minority can rule only so long as 1 
tains—by whatever methods—the backing of the t ou, 
multitude. i 
To assure Nazisn of that backing, Gochhels ant J itz 
sche did their part in directing all that was written or Ree 

by killing, the few who denied the Hitlerian theses ‘but 
_ remained a further duty which neither of these formal 
_ istries performed—propaganda, not by authentic-soundin 
falsehoods or by fear, but by arousing the deep, unreasor ed 
emotions of the masses. : 

 yirile men, Julius Streicher and Robert Ley, two of th 
_ staunchest of Hitler’s adherents—and the least admired b) 
their colleagues. Though their talents were primarily vocal, — 

_ Hitler rewarded both of them with positions far beyond their 
abilities. In spite of official honors, however, they were ever” 

_ quired a rekindling of mob spirit. In spite of defeat, im- 
é prisonment, the revulsion of humanity, and even the ey 



THIRTEEN 

“JULI S STREICHER 

d. At spent much time with Streicher, not because aes 
an entertaining conversationalist but because he was _ 
example of the man who lives, and succeeds, by, i 

a almost exclusively. 2 
stocky, fiery-tempered Streicher was a Bayirigns 

iy Ute, he aes to follow the vee career of 

en I inquired how war service had inspired a hatred 
2 he assured me that even before the war he had 

at time, he said, he had participated as a 2 speaker in 
ocratic Youth organization which had frequent deal- 

with young Jewish lawyers. “I was told at that time,” 
id, “that I must be very careful what I said, because 
ews had great power and would be dangerous to us. 
did not quite understand this remark at the time; but 
the War, I saw that the Jews were everywhere in Ger- 

many. especially in Marxian parties, and that they had start-_ 

r international instigational speeches. I saw how Jews 

ddenly appeared as important members of the Government © 

agencies. I witnessed how they praised treason as her- — 

their controlled press, and how they pictured a 

ry of Christ. They demanded in public discussions 

such things as the abolishing of the law which called 

hment for abortion. 
fter having seen and experienced all this and even 

the German, realized the danger and the constant 
se} 

f the Bows; and I joined the movement of those men- 

1034 
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who had ed J . 
~ Streicher’s anti-Semitism can . only be ed as 

Medically, it represents a true paranoid reaction. T 
Streicher had a systematized series of beliefs which 

 ficially seemed logical, but which were founded pure 
his own emotions and prejudices and not on known 

_ This system he elaborated and continued for so long: 
actually and firmly believed it. 

- In my talks with Streicher, I found it nee to | 
on a conversation for more than a few minutes withou 
veering off into a discussion of the “Jewish problem.” He 

wotrtied constantly about the Jewish conspiracy. Twenty out 
hours a day, his every thought, his every action bore som: 

reference to his beliefs. 
In other matters he was essentially rational, aithouste h 
. intelligence was only low-average. The standards of his n 

torious newspaper, Der Stuermer, were of course even low 
er. He was an indifferent water colorist, an ardent—possib! 

~~ a good—farmer. His speech was blunt, tactless, and at ti 
uncouth. His body was rugged, and he took great pride 

his strength and sexual vigor. He boastfully admitted 
he had been a famous fornicator and, even at the age 

‘sixty-one, contended that the only true test of his physic 
health would be to make a woman available to him. 
Of unclean mind, Streicher was physically clean, eve 

tidy, and spartan in the care of his body. To the amazeme: 
of the American soldier guards, he got up regularly at 
o’clock, went through a period of rigorous calisthenics, then 
doused himself with a bucket of cold water, even in 
middle of winter. 

Though he devoted his time to reading and wales. We 
only books in which he had interest were those which dealt 
with the Jewish problem or which gave him material for 
discussion in the light of his own familiarity with the subject. 
And, from his point of view, anything by or about a Jew 
or Jews was evidence against Jewry. For months before and 
during the trial he was engaged in an analysis of the Bible, 
determined to demonstrate that, even in their own wae 
the Jewish people have condemned themselves. 

I questioned him about his notorious collection of por- 
nography—one of the most publicized. in the world. He 
seemed not at all abashed to be known as a collector of 
obscenity but maintained that his entire library had come — 
from Jewish sources. In bland explanation he said, “I stud- 
ied it only to demonstrate the type of literature these : PeeP 
read.” 



ies | 

terest in their alleged source. 
e that Streicher had a vast libra 

pornography—and that many of 
been stolen from Jews. Ironically these thefts 
be the only good Streicher was ever guilty 
ynagogue was desecrated or a rabbi thrown. 

me and Streicher learned of it in time, he ha 
him all the salvaged books and papers whic 

otherwise have been burned. From them he selected 
est manuscripts and finest volumes, and compiled in- 

mer’s DESY a magnificent collection of Jewish 

reat Ganiities of eh literature, ‘who Tevet in 
f Jew Baiter No. 1, has preserved for posterity a 

a eof -the- worthwhile and rarest literature of. the ie 

a Reacher. is addressing his class: 
is almost noon,’ he said. ‘Now we want to summarize 

iat we have learned in this lesson. What did we discuss?’ 
‘the children raise their hands. The teacher calls on 

Scholz, a little boy on the first bench. “We talked © 
how to recognize a Jew.’ 

3 od! Now tell us about at? 

k Oe ae recognizes a Jew by his nose. The Jewish — 

nose is crooked at the end. It looks like the figure 6. There- 

is called the “Jewish Six.” Many non-Jews have 

noses, too. But their noses are bent, not at the end 

her up. Such a nose is called a hook nose oF eagle’s 

t has nothing to do with a Jewish nose.’ “ae 

ght!’ says the teacher. ‘But the Jew is recognized not 

y his nose...’ The boy continues, ‘The Jew is also 

recognized by his lips. His lips are usually thick. Often the 

lower lip hangs down. That is called “sloppy.” And the Jew 

recognized by his eyes. His eyelids are usually thicker 

more nate than ours. The look of the Jew is lurking: 



: On pa page ‘9“Then the (entier’ goes | 
over the blackboard; on its back is a verse. The ck dr 
cite it in chorus: : 

: fey ona a Jew’s seth tenaece ihe evil talks to us, 
- The devil, who in every land—is known as evil plague. — 
If we shall be free of the Jew—and again will be “happ 
and glad, 
= Then: ane youth must struggle with us—to subdue the Jew 

devil. 

‘Streicher ‘himself fanatically believed that one could tell 
a Jew by his physical characteristics. He couldn’t, of course. — 

. One of my top interpreters was a German refugee who had 
escaped from Germany in 1939. Like many other German — 

_ Jews, he was typically “Nordic” in appearance—blond hair, . 
blue eyes, slender athletic body. . 

One day Streicher gave me some notes on the Jewish 
question. He warned me. to have them translated by “an in- 
_ telligent Aryan, because a Jew would falsify the translation.” ~ 
_ He then handed the notes past me to my Jewish interpreter 
saying, “Here—you do the translating. You’re a good Ger- 
- man.” So much for infallibility! 
In The Poisonous Mushroom, beginning on page 32, there — 
~ is another example of Streicherian propaganda: = 

- “Inge sits in the reception room of the Jew doctor. She A 
_ has to wait a long time and starts to look through the jour- 

nals on the table; but she is much too nervous to read even. 
a few sentences. Again and again she remembers the talk — 
with her mother. And again and again her mind reflects on — 
the warnings of her leader of the BDM [League of Ger- 
man Girls]|—‘A German must not consult a Jew doctor! | 
‘And particularly not a German girl! Many a girl that went — 
to a Jew doctor to be cured, found disease and disgrace!’ a 

“When Inge had entered the waiting room, she experi- 
enced an extraordinary incident. From the doctor’s consult- — 
ing room she could hear the sound of crying. She heard the — 
voice of a young girl, ‘Doctor, doctor, leave me alone!’ “te 

“Then she heard the scornful laughing of a man. And then 
all of a sudden it became apa silent. Inge had listened | 
breathlessly. - 
“What may be the meaning of all this?’ she asked fiers 

self, and her heart was pounding. And again she ihouen of 
the warning of her leader in the BDM. : 

“Inge was already waiting for an hour. Again au takes 
= the paper in an endeavor to read. Then the door opens 



itened, she jumps ‘up. Her eyes “star s 
h doctor. And this face is the fa 

‘middle of this devil’s face is a huge 
ehind the spectacles, two criminal eyes. And 

are grinning. A grinning that expresses, ‘Now | 

do so the Jew approaches her. His fleshy fingers — er 
ut after her. But now Inge has her wits.. Before the a 

ith her fas. Then one jump to the door. Breath- _ 
y Inge runs down the stairs. Breathlessly she escapes 
ew ae 

on page 61 is this thick slice of blatant ee ms e 
‘he pimpf [Hitler youth between ten and fourteen] so far 

has no said anything. Suddenly he stops. Then he grasps 
wo friends by the arms and pulls them away. They stop - 

of a billboard. They read a large poster. It says: _ 

Si JULIUS STREICHER 
KES AN ADDRESS IN THE PEOPLE’S HALL 

SUBJECT: 
THE JEWS ARE OUR MISFORTUNE 

3 ae hat is where we go!’ shouts Konrad. I have wanted 
fo h him speak for a long time.’ ‘I heard him once, at a 

ing two years: ago,’ said Erich. ‘Do tell us all about it!’ 
7 pimpfs beg. The Hitler youth recounts: 
e meeting was overcrowded. Many thousands of peo- 
ended. To begin with, Streicher talked of his experi- 
in the years of struggle, and of the tremendous 

evements of the Hitler Reich. Then he began to talk 
the Jewish question. All he said was so clear and 
‘that even we boys could follow it. Again and again 
d examples taken from life. 
t one time he talked most amusingly and cracked. 

S, making all of us laugh. Then again he became most 
ee ang 4 it ‘Was so quiet in the hall that one could hear 



hotited to ‘us. 
oe ‘All of us Sorat ‘iiderstand fie sand hed 

- he shouted the “Sieg Heil” for the Fuehrer, we all acc aime 

him with tremendous enthusiasm. For two hours | 
_ spoke on that occasion. To us it appeared to have been 
a few minutes.’ ” : 
In his public life this bellowing beast, whose appeals seldor 
‘rose above the belly and never so high’ as the cortex, 
-Gauleiter of Franconia. He was notoriously tyrannical, 2 
he led what even the Nazis considered a loose life. I 

partly, perhaps, because of his reputation for dra 
partly, no doubt, because of the bad odor of his porno- 
graphic library; and certainly in part because Hermann 

_. Goering rankled at Streicher’s charge that he had not fa 
 thered his own child—it was, as I say, for these reasons 

_ plus the fact that his colleagues disliked him, that Streiche 
was expelled from the Party in 1939. 

_- Banished to his farm at Pleikershof, near Nuremberg. 
; _went into retirement with his thirty-five-year-old secre 
whom he finally married shortly before his arrest. His lif 
on the farm was indicative of his personality. He built an 
BS expensive series of three barns, formed like a U, stocked 

them with the finest cattle and pigs, and then, for himse 
built a small apartment on the second floor, directly OV! r 
the pigpen. 

Even Streicher’s murderous jailmates were repulsed by the 
grossness of his moral fiber. When he was brought into th 

_ American prison at Luxemburg before the removal to Nur. 
emberg, they tried to refuse to eat with him. A formal d 
‘egation, headed by Doenitz, requested that at least the 
treated as gentlemen and not be required to eat at the sa 
table with Julius Streicher. The request was rejected, the 
American authorities pointing out that they were all in ‘th 
same boat and all would have to mess together. ite a 

Streicher’s former associates, however, maintained thei 
aloofness, and the only person who would talk with him at. 
all during this period of imprisonment was his bosom com- 
panion, the deteriorated Robert Ley. Streicher, for his. part, — 
defensively insisted that the scornful majority were belo} 
him. He suggested that they had guilty consciences, where- 
as he had done nothing to be ashamed of and was, in fact, Se 
an admirable fellow who had sought only to rebuild Ger- 
many. mys 

Streicher’s technique was vocal, but forceful. Intellectual a8 
ci 

an: 



iycnor saat what Hitler said, but ney 
to say it. It seems that Hitler was the 

treicher ever met who could talk longer than — 
y was something; Streicher’s speeches used to _ 

t two hours and sometimes three. 
‘second touch of irony in the record of Streicher, the 

of Jewish literature, is one which he enjoyed Tich- 
fortune of Streicher, the anti-Semitic publisher, was 
= by Jews. Particularly in the early days of she ay 

he kne' that every available copy of it would be bought on 
s in order to prevent its general circulation. Having 
d this, Streicher thereafter made his articles as — 
possible. in order to spur Jewish buyers. Such Jew-— 
ite ” he boasted, put him on. the way to riches : 

ee ataprstion but smsisted that he was quite aROGEAL 
not actually hate the Jewish people personally,” 

once stated. “My struggle aan Hoe was Doe 
5: ee. 

perfil eevee: aa seemed ihe to this ee ane a 
ee! 

sh press.” ’ 
urally,” he said to me when the trial was well along, 

expect to be found guilty, but I am gad that the court 
at least pretends to be fair, because I may have a chance to 
testify aod reveal to the world the true structure of the In-- 

n ae. interview, he enlarged on the theme that he 
5 siege sacrificed. “The entire history of the world has. 

n,” he orated, “that the bearers of truth and under- 
jing are always a minority. I am one of that small 
By poiesige of belonging among the pioneers of 
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the truth gives’ me the inner strength to survive all hardships 
of these trying times.” 

It was indeed fortunate for Julius Streicher that he pos- 3 
sessed that “inner strength,” since, because of his violent, 
irrational, and obscene beliefs, he stood essentially alone in 
the world. 
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CHAPTER 
FOURTEEN 

ROBERT LEY 

Dr. RoBERT LEY, REICHSLEITER AND CHIEF OF THE 
German Labor Front, was the only member of Hitler’s group 
who demonstrated actual organic brain disease. A most un- 
prepossessing character in salvaged GI fatigues, he was as 
ittational and vocal as Streicher, whom he also resembled 
in physique. He was short, stocky, bald, and paunchy. One 
of the most ardent of Hitler’s early followers, he achieved 
power not because he was qualified to exercise it but simply 
as a reward for his ability to rouse mob spirit with his 
tongue. ; 

Ley had been the seventh of eleven children born to a 
small farmer. His childhood was hard, his youth unhappy. 
Despite his poverty, however, he managed to make his way 
through elementary and high school and, finally, the Univer- 
sity. As a student he worked at tutoring and odd jobs, and 
he had just reached the point of qualifying for his degree 
of Doctor in Chemistry when the First World War broke out. 

Ley volunteered and, as he put it, “participated in the war 
from August 6, 1914, until January, 1920.” He enlisted as 
a private, was promoted to a lieutenancy in the Air Force, 
was decorated and wounded three times. On July 29, 1917, 
while acting as a flight officer, he was shot down near Arras. 
His pilot was killed and he received severe burns and a head 
injury. Captured by the French, he was unconscious for sev- 
eral hours and unable to speak for nearly a week. After this 
injury, he developed the stammering which characterized his 
speech for the rest of his life. His imprisonment lasted for 
more than a year after the end of the war—which explains 
the post-Armistice date on his record. 

He returned to Germany early in 1920 and received his 
Doctor’s degree Magna Cum Laude. He then became an 

assistant at the University of Westphalia and shortly afterward 

was married. He soon entered politics, becoming a National 

Socialist in 1924. Leaving the University, he became a chem- 

ist with I. G. Farben but soon quit that post “because of 
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political differences with m 

A voted full time to politics. - 

In the early days of the Nazi epee icc 

worked very hard. “My duty was to speak for | 

at times and places where he could not be,” he to baa 

_ gave a great many long, vigorous political speeches, some 

times as often as one a day.” He apparently had a ony 

inner drive which forced him into his work. As he e» 
plained it: “It was fate. An inner voice drove me fol : 

_ like hunted game. Though my mind told me differently d 

_ my wife and family repeatedly told me to stop my activities — 
and return to a civil and normal life, the voice inside 

commanded, ‘You must; you must,’ and I obeyed that. irre- a 
sistible force, fate. Call it mystic; call it God.” 

ey obviously had fee been an sade type of person 

a cohol, and perhaps influenced by. his old head injury. At a 
. Fate, ‘throughout his official career we can see evidence of 

~ instability. in his every move. af 
His family life was irregular. He divorced his first: wife, — 

his second committed suicide in 1942. From 1943 on Le 
lived with a young Esthonian girl but did not marry her, 
possibly because Hitler disapproved such a match. 

Ley was totally unable to carry on a coherent convers: 
tion. He turned every topic into a ranting speech. In this he © 

_ undoubtedly resembled Hitler. Often when I talked with him — 
- in his cell, he would begin an ordinary conversation and, as — 
he became interested, he would stand, then pace the floor, 

_ throw out his arms, gesticulate more and more violently, and 
begin to shout. 

His memory seemed quite good, except for recent occur- 
rences, and his intellect did not seem to be much impaired. 
The most important thing medically was his striking lack of 
judgment, a reaction which—with marked emotional insta-— 
bility—occurs more frequently following injury or deteriora- 
tion of the frontal lobes of the brain. From such medical 
and psychological evidence, particularly the Rorschach Ink © 
Blot Test, I diagnosed actual physiological degeneration o 
his frontal lobes. Time was to prove the diagnosis right 
Without doubt, Robert Ley’s inability to control his em 
tions and his colossally bad judgment were due to this actual 
brain damage. 

As with a few of the other Nazis, I was fortunate it 
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She was the youngest of the corps of Nazi bigwig secre- 
_— taries, and the prettiest, but not the most intelligent. Nonethe- 

less, her comments are enlightening: 
“Only a man like Ley who was idealistic and optimistic 

_ anyway and who always saw the world through rose-colored 
glasses, who was always drunk and who, therefore, always 
saw people better than they really were, was the right man 

for the organization of the German Workers’ Front. 
“Hitler had little knowledge of men. In this case, how- 

_ ever, he had picked the absolutely right man. The fact that 
the position of a labor leader was always a point of attack 
was emphasized because Ley, himself, was no diplomat and 
seldom behaved himself in a diplomatic manner.” 

If we add this to our knowledge that Ley had actual im- 
pairment of judgment, we get the picture of a dynamic, 
outspoken, uninhibited rabble rouser. There is little doubt that 

Hitler used Ley well. Through him Hitler was able to stir up 
labor to work for the Greater German Reich, and it is cer- 

' tain that Ley painted impossibly rosy pictures of the future to 
‘seduce the German laboring class. 

His secretary puts it this way: 
“He was rich in ideas. As a matter of fact, he was some- 

what fantastic at times. He had impossible and often imprac- 
tical ideas and plans for the expansion of the German workers’ 
incomes. For instance, he wanted to form a gigantic fleet of 
100 pleasure ships for the German workers. He sought to 
relieve the housing shortage by the leasing of gigantic build- 
ing projects and the setting up of huge labor pools. He 
wanted to improve the old-age pension system and guarantee 
each worker a minimum of ninety marks a month. 

“At times, in fact, he promised all these things and more 
in his speeches. The reason these promises were not known 
is that the Propaganda Ministry always wrote Dr. Ley’s 
speeches, or rather wrote a Goebbels’ version of the speech 
‘for distribution to the press. In this way hundreds of thou- 
sands—even millions—of workmen heard Dr. Ley in his own 
words promise them automobiles, vacation tours, beautiful 
new homes, and much more besides; but the Party rank and 
file, the outsiders, the non-workingmen never heard of these 
shining promises. Then, when the promises were not fulfilled, 
Ley had only to make another spellbinding speech, with new 
promises, and the workers were happy again. 

“We who call ourselves Ley’s co-workers considered him 
a fanatic. He loved children and animals and exaggerated this 
love like everything else: He lived in a world removed from 
reality. He had little knowledge of the everyday things of 



er wisdom and this unalterable conviction of a Gerke vic 

_ it. For instance, when he was told rs 
the: German Usd as the result of the 

establish Ley’s reactions as definitely abnormal. He rev 
Hitler as a God-like man. As a matter of ne act, 

- the Fuehrer was embarrassed. Hitler had the entire ‘pu 
tion destroyed with the exception of a single are! which 
_is supposed to have kept in his personal library. 

_ Ley appeared to his associates, who did not more 

heal outcast. But, mess virtue of his affection, peniae 
never bore grudges or engaged in the intrigues so common 

_ in the Nazi Party. Re 
‘These reactions of Robert Ley are for the most pare 

rect manifestations of the imperfect functioning of his brain. 
His bluntness and lack of tact, his lack of concern for the =r 
opinions of others, his uninhibited reaction to a situation an 
subsequent dismissal of the unpleasant, his totally bad jud: 
ment, are all typical findings in individuals suffering frontal 
lobe damage or excision. ce 

~ I asked him to prepare for me a short exposition of his 
ideas on the rehabilitation of Germany, and he responded 
with the following document—title and all. I am includin 
it here because it demonstrates better than any medical ac- 

- count his inability to stick to one subject and his tendency 
to turn any discussion into a speech to the German peop 

LIFE OR FAME? 

A Political Analysis 
by ROBERT LEY 

CARL HAUPTMANN ASKS THIS QUESTION AT THE END OF 
his dramatical work, Napoleon Bonaparte: “Life or Fame?” 
I believe that this problem should not be expressed as 
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_ antithesis, but as a complete whole. For the individual, 
| _ Fame can have the highest value; for a people, Life definite- 
__ ly occupies this position, and the fame ofan individual con- 

sists of insuring this Life under all possible circumstances. 
_ Hitler’s fame is unassailable. He crowned his great work 
and his famous deeds with the supreme sacrifice. He fought 
right up to the entrance to his shelter, and there, as the last 
one, he fell—faithful unto death. The highest fame belongs 
to him, and he will appear to posterity as the shining hero 
of this period, even though life continues its hum-drum 
course, a fact which I could not grasp at first. The sun 
comes up at the scheduled time each morning and sets again 
in the evening, just as if no Hitler had ever lived; the earth 
continues to turn, and humanity lives and continues its daily 
tasks. Nothing stands still; everything moves and Life de- 
mands its rights without hindrance. 

And Germany must live on and wishes to live. This peo- 
ple has a right to live, for through its singular development 
of strength, which enabled it to withstand three world pow- 

_ ers for six and a half years, it has proved that its defeat is 
not due to weakness or disease, but to the overwhelming 
power of its opponents. Germany need not be ashamed of 
its defeat. She must, however, recognize this defeat uncon- 
ditionally and draw the correct conclusions from it. And the 
former opponents should do the same. Germany is defeated, 
totally defeated, but even in its defeat it has displayed such 
a strength that it must be in the interest of Germany and of 
the world to retain this strength and to render it useful. Ger- 
many wishes to live and must live. And it is now the task of 
all of us to find the ways and means to achieve the maxi- 
mum possibilities out of its living. 

While the end of the war leaves many problems unsolved 
—-problems that will have to be solved sooner or later—one 
question has been definitely answered. The age of nations 
has ended; the age of continents is beginning. Individual 
peoples will play only inferior roles; the struggle for .the 
maintenance and preservation of races will rule during the 
next 1000 years. Adolf Hitler always foresaw this decision. 
He knew that if Germany succumbed, that the last nation 
had lost in its death struggle for all nations and people and 
mainly for Europe. 

Two continents rule the world—America and Asia, al- 
though Asia is temporarily composed of two great groups, 
Russia and China. I count England as a part of the Amer- 
ican contingent, for without America or Russia it would 
never have attained its full stature. 



“tors. oer aesteaits foweree as a Tes 
“position, this' demarcation line runs throug g mi 
Germany. “Whoever controls Germany, control 

says an old proverb. But there is the crux of the 
_ Because of that, the struggle will continue until this 
of dominion is decided. That, along with certain othe! 
trinal and revolutionary questions, is my deepest conv; 
tion. : 

Should the German people wait until this struggle, whict 
= is going on in its midst, is decided and then make its choi 
steeped in apathy and fatalism, after it is decided? Or does” 
_ the German people not have the sacred duty now and always 
to make up its own mind and to influence the course of 

events so that the best living conditions will be insured fo 
its future? Whoever allows himself to be led blindly into 
the flood will certainly go under; on the other hand, who- 
ever, even in the stormiest waters, struggles against the ele 
ments has a chance to be saved. He who forsakes himself is” 
forsaken also by God. The worst danger is apathy anc 

_ fatalism, and close behind comes a senseless quarreling with 
fate. We must proceed from. these stated facts as unchange 
able precepts and draw from them the conclusions whi 

considering our positions, appear the most expedient for u 
Let us act only in Germany’s interests and serve only Ger- 

_ many. 1 promise you, my Germans, that I shall act only as 
a German. That is the most honorable and proper. 

_ Despite my lively imagination and my governing feeling, 
nature has endowed me with a healthy and sober under. 
standing, and with careful and sober consideration I shall 
write down my thoughts about the coming fate of the Ger 
man people. I have no illusions, but, at the same time, I ~ 
overlook no factor that works in Germany’s favor. I shall — 
carefully weigh both sides of the question, and then, as a 
politician, draw my conclusions. I shall not be led by wish- 
ing, but only by facts. 35 

To begin with: 1) Germany is totally defeated, its territory 
divided, its economy crippled, its cities in ruins, and its free- 

_-dom destroyed. 2) Worse than that is the threatening danger 
that the substance of the German people is being destroyed. 
Hunger, want, and misery, which are already increasing the 
unprecedented losses, remind one of the decline of Carthag 
3) Worst of all is the danger that, if the heart of Europe- 
Germany—stops beating, the whole body will sicken and die 
Since there is no such thing as a vacuum in the world | 



| Ley 119 
"among peoples, however, Asia with its fantastic potential of 
_ population would pour in. America, which itself is under- 
_ populated, would take no part in the resettlement of Europe, 
_ and would therefore have no voice in its fate. The power 
potential would then necessarily turn in favor of Asia. The 
presence of the occupation would not change matters in the 
slightest. Germany’s and Europe’s power in humanity and 

_ energy would be dispersed, and Asia’s power and population 
would replace it, as it is already beginning to do. And the 

| most important reason is that Asia possesses a powerful 
-and dynamic Idea—Bolshevism, against which the western 
nations have not yet found an adequate defense. One can 
think what one will about national socialism; up until the 
present it was the only idea which held its adherents steadfast 
against bolshevism. I am sure that this will be the develop- 
ment unless a stop is put to it. Germany—even present- 
day Germany, the German people—and its former western 
enemies—America and England, most of all America—still 
have the power to stop and to turn aside this development. 

_ And to back this up I should like to enumerate the reasons 
as coolly and soberly as I did for the fall of Germany. 

1) America is for the moment without reservation the 
- victor of the world and hence the ruler of the world. As a 

tesult of her technical and armament superiority she has 
‘3 enough time to mobilize for her own uses the still existing 

- powers of Germany—Europe—and to commit them in such 
a way as to insure definitely her hegemony. These powers 

are: 

2) In the middle of Europe, in spite of all losses, there are 
- still living 80-90 million Germans who are obsessed with 
one idea—national socialism—and, whether they wish it or 
not—will remain so obsessed. 

3) The national socialist idea displayed an authority, a 
leadership, and a discipline which heretofore had never been 
equalled. That is all still existent. It can still be put to use. 
Even the Fuehrer, as a result of his sacrificial death, can 
cast from the grave a mystical power which will be even 

- stronger perhaps than that of the living Adolf Hitler. Who- 

ever can make use of this has Germany, and with Germany, 

Europe. For he will win these 80-90 million Germans; and 
since ideas are not bound down according to occupation 
zones, and modern. technical means of communications en- 
able one to disseminate ideas across demarcation lines, all 
Germans will be beholden to him who acts so wisely and 
with such foresight. 

I am absolutely certain that the Germans in every pro- 



- 
they: would belong j America wi 

the courage to take this step. = knov 

my endpoint it is a wise and self-evident step ‘or 
the German people as few people know them. ‘They 
ey rasp the American hand which saves. nee 

a that I write and act only as a bene 
1) You must make up your mind for or against 

- The man of limited beliefs and pure understanding will re 
~ to Bismarck and base the connection to Asia on him. But 
-say to you, German people, that is your national degener 
tion: Asia will absorb and inundate you. Germany an 

rope will become a part of Asia. Everything worthwhile, 
a everything high, your blood, your culture, your individualit 

in one word, your substance, will degenerate. German pe 
ple, I speak here in the exact manner of the Fuehrer. I kn 
from many conversations that I had with him. He refus 
to reach any understanding with Asia because he knew that 
Germany would only drown in the resulting flood. He ha 
respect, perhaps even admiration, for Stalin, but he always 
shook his head to the suggestion of a rapprochement. He 
would rather—as he often said—fight to the bitter end than 
to reach an agreement with the Asiatic side and be flood 
by it. He looked upon Germany as a dam against this flood : 
and therein he saw his task, his mission. ‘ 

Now this dam is broken. You German people cannot Te: 
build it alone. America must rebuild it, if she wants to live 

herself, and you German people must render America as 
sistance. For you and America there is no other choice. 

America does not wish to rob you of your nationaie in 
-dividuality. She must wish you to retain it. For one thing 
America itself is of European blood—almost one-third Gs 
man blood—secondly, your individuality gives you a stren 
which America needs in the coming struggle with As; 

_ America will not attack your substance, but, in her own in- 
terest, will see that economic conditions are so arenas 
you can live once more. 
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| 2) No other but America can or will help you in the re- 
construction of your cities, your economy, and your culture, 
pe other has the power, the means, or the necessary in- 
terest. 

3) On the other hand, America will want it guaranteed 
that these means will be used in her interest. She will under- 

 Standably want her own gain. This gain, however, is also 
your gain—her interest, your interest. The closer you tie your 

fate to that of America, German people, the better it will be 
for you. Alone you can do absolutely nothing. You will only 
become the pure prey of the Asiatic flood. With America 
you can be saved, and with her, out of gratitude and in her 
interest, you can build a new wall against Asia. 

__ How do I consider this ‘relationship between America and 
Germany; how should this friendship be arranged? America 
is the conqueror, you the conquered; consequently America 
will lead and you will follow. It is good to admit that with 
all frankness even if it hurts. Contemporary history knows 

-an analogy, though on a smaller scale—the relationship be- 
‘tween the Boers and England after the war in South Africa. 
At that time the Boer people suffered a defeat as total as 
Germany. That war was carried on with the utmost bitter- 
mess and hate. At that time England originally coined the 
term “War Criminal,” and two men, who are today respected 
ministers, Smuts and Botha, were the first war criminals and 

lay in prison. The first concentration camps were established 
then with all of the hideousness that they have today. In 
short, such a hate and a bitterness had never before existed. 
But notwithstanding that, South Africa is today one of the 
most faithful members of the British Commonwealth, and 
Sir Smuts is its Premier. The English and the Boers acted with 
reason, recognized their mutual interests, and came to agree- 
ment. The Boers were subjugated, the English recognized their 
individuality, rebuilt their country, and both have gained 
unprecedented blessings and wealth from the understanding. 
Can the Boers have more freedom than they now enjoy, 

and can England have a better guarantee of its power than 
it presently has from a prosperous and grateful South Africa? 
So I think of the relationship between Germany and Amer- 
ica. Germany saves its people and will arise again, and 
America wins Germany and Europe. How do I think that this 

plan can be executed? 
1) Between Germany and America there stands something 

like an evil spirit—anti-Semitism. Until the Jewish problem 

in Germany is solved, I see no chance to gain the trust of 

Americans. That is the prerequisite to success. In my work 



ub 2 and pointed out way alo 
just come to a complete ‘soltion, of 

x when we seriously tackle this proble Ww 
next step—to bring the German people under Am ' 
ection and to make pen into a member of ‘the 

ae honk as I said above, will we have the nec ea 
thority, Leadership. ee Discipline. ae national nabs ae re: 

“qribute. “Without this idea the reconstruction of a Bun 
_. wall against Asia is totally impossible. Only national social-— 
“ism works continually against bolshevism. That must be fully 

understood. - oe 
It will also be fitting that something similar to the Lk 

bé ee even—as far as t jam. concerned—if it 

a German speed The most respected and active 
- are those men who worked as Gauleiter, Kreisleit 

__Ortsgruppenleiter. Today they are all, or ‘almost all, inc 
-_ cerated. They should be used for this noble purp Se- 
effecting a reconciliation with America and making G 

many pro-American; they could accomplish miracles. I even — 
Venture to say that without this leadership and organiz on 
the goal of a political and economic reconstruction wi 
_ mever be reached. With this leadership and organization all 

of these problems can be speedily solved. : 
tl know that I speak boldly. But what is the danger 

Becipation through such an action. It is clear that this wo 
. €an proceed only under the official supervision of the | 

_ pation authorities. 
_ Aside from these facts, there is another point which: : 
be strictly observed if a respectable propaganda can be c: 
Tied into every hamlet in Germany, and if this Gert 
American cooperation will be successful. <a 
3) This action must be carried through in complete secre- 

cy. I believe that this lies first in the interest of Ame a 
foreign policy in order that her hand may not be shown t 
Asia too early. It is also in Germany’s interest to use thi 
I might even say—illegal way to reach every German, even — 
those in the East and Southeast. And third, the propag: a 
in favor of America, as well as that for a Teconciliat ) 



S eteaed. and those persons among the internees. 
ee to assist, and who volunteer to do sO, ae 

os the’ technical assistance of propaganda 46 aliced oe 
He posal of me and my staff. This procedure would : 

the ‘evidence that we are acting in an honorable and | 

aS a 
T to test this theory out in actual pieciare I sug- 

al e Germany would be included. Through dis erad: 
pn. we could be insured against surprises. 

sO no enumerate further details; they would only confuse 
arger connection and the larger view. : 
should only like to call attention to one more thing in 

ost clarity. If America does not take over, then Asia 
Germany is leader-less; if it wants to live at all, and it — 
want to and must live, even if this means giving up its 

highest value—its substance—then it must attach it- 
j somewhere, either to America or Asia. Asia is on the 

merica must act, and Germany must place itself | 
hesitation and with utmost trust under America’s © 

ve done my duty in expressing that courageously — 
it costs me my life—May God see that things hap- 
he best! 

the individual; Life for the nation! 
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was perfectly Jogi 
American conspiracy in which our 

- would constitute itself a front and camouflage - or 
birth carried on within the Jail, and from there dir 
_— Ley and his colleagues. I need not add, I trust, that 

ae ‘Posal went no further than the official ffiles. 
- Ley’s last commission from Hitler was to organize th 
der Free Corps, a group to be recruited from the r 
women, and youths of the Labor Front and ‘staffed by 
 jeaders. Organized in groups of nine—eight men 

- woman—Free Corps units were to carry on guerrilla ' 
_ fare, offering whatever resistance they could to the 
ing ‘Allies. Ley maintained that various groups actually 

into action near Berlin but that most of the members : 
killed. 

old-time Nazi, could so quickly forswear his beliefs, h 
_ * swers revealed the simplicity of his thought processes. 
arrived at my conclusion by study,” he said. “Throughout 

history it has always been obvious that the right party Ww 
_ successful. In’ every war, victory came to the right | 

_ Since we, the German people, led by National Social m, 
have been so badly beaten, it is evident that we must 
been wrong. And, since anti-Semitism was so great a ey 
of our program, J have decided that herein lay our 

- and grave error.’ 
If this naiveté was typical of Ley’s reasoning, his solu 

for the Jewish problem was even more so. For, despite hi 
condemnation of anti-Semitism, Ley was still convinced t 
the Jews constituted a problem in Germany. “When I retu d 
from the War in 1920, a hero, an old soldier deserving the 
best of my broken Fatherland, I found that the Jews hac 
the best jobs and we veterans were allowed their leavin 
became convinced that the Jews were the ones who 
encircled and attacked Germany, and all I have done Ww de: 
Hitler has been simply self-defense against the Jews. ae 

__ “Instead of killing the Jews, however, which the course o 
the war proved to be a mistake, Hitler should have left th 
entire problem to me. How simply I would have solved 1 
without shedding a drop of blood! After all, I was both th 
labor leader and the person in charge of “housing throu; 



Fe has pis 4 

enied the Jews in Ge 

lived even if they need not work. All the 

Is it not so?” 

* 

mind 

greatly. At every interview he reiterated the state- 
he himself had never killed anyone; that he was 

ht of being called a criminal. 
jately after reading the indictment where in he 
sed with being a criminal, he became violently dis- 
rating and ranting, maintaining his innocence, and 

ing that he would never face trial against such charges. 
he middle of this tirade he marched dramatically to the 

end of his cell, placed his back against the window, flung ~ 
is arms, and cried, “Shoot me! Shoot me now as a 

ferman. Do not try me as a common criminal!” 
I saw him again a few days afterward and asked how he 

as getting along with his defense. He launched into a bitter 

_ If, after all this bloodshed, some more sacrifices 
ded to satisfy the vengeance of the victors, all well 

., on October 25, 1945, Ley hanged himself in his 
was pronounced dead by strangulation at 8:45 P.M. 

technique was evidence of his desperation. He had 

e hem from a bath towel, formed a noose and soaked 

second, denied them a place : as : 

ZO d my plan would have been? With- : 
not earn a living. Without homes, they — 

\ticipated that in the trial the persecution of the 
be cited against the Nazi leaders. This both- — 

iot and would die a patriot, but he could not bear 

any would have quietly packed up and moved — +, 

ion, on the surface, is as simple as the function- ~-_ 

to 



mself by deliberate, sustained pressure of his 

Such a death is both slow and painful. It demonstré 

violent will to die. 
Medical and psychological examinations had ind’ 
dence of organic brain damage, but I was extreme 
to verify the diagnosis and to discover the cause of dete1 
tion. I therefore seized the opportunity to make co 

studies. Post mortem examination revealed definite 
- damage of the deteriorating type in the frontal lobe 
verifying the diagnosis and accounting for soe C1 
behavior as Labor Leader of the Reich. = 

ee fe ae any light on his character but pe 
gruesome evidence of the actual feeling of some Ge 
=e for their leaders. 

a over to Gecnan undertakers who- Banled it away. in 
box which had been lined with butcher’s paper. At the 
tery, the box was dropped off beside a freshly dug 
: _. There Ley’s nude body lay exposed for some time » 
couple of aged gravediggers, bleary-eyed men with | d 

- noses, turned up. 
“So this is the great Robert Ley, huh?” said one. 

other grunted a few caustic comments on Ley and his wo 
Then together they tipped up the box, and the body 

_ into the open hole, six feet downward, to sprawl face b 
in the gravelly mud. Ley’s only covering before the clods — 
began to fall was a single flap of coarse butcher’s pap 
stuck to his back. With no more comment, the two on 1 

cealed grave. 



PART SIX 

THE BUSINESSMEN 

Whether in big business or big politics, no organization 
can succeed without competent legal and financial talent. 
Hitler soon learned this and early set about recruiting the 
best men he could buy. He paid for them with promises— 
of power, prestige, and wealth—and let them make their 
own collections. 
- One of the men enticed with anticipated glory was ac- 
quitted at the Nuremberg trial, but there is no indication 
that all of them did not each set his own price on his serv- 
ices and collect as he could. In turn each supplied the legal 

tricks or the money-wise shrewdness Hitler demanded. With 
them he built up his regime. He could not have done it 
without them. 
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CHAPTER 
FIFTEEN 

HANS FRANK 

As GAULEITER OF POLAND, Dr. HANS FRANK SENT 
millions of people to their doom. But the work of an exe- — 
cutioner was not that for which he had been made great ie 
within the Nazi Party. Frank was Nazism’s legal brain; that 
he became the master of its Polish charnel house was almost ~ 
a trick of fate. 2 

Frank had been trained in the profession of his father, a 
lawyer. As a child he was quiet but obstinate and preferred 
studying by himself to games with other children. His moth- 
er was very proud of his ability and related that, on his first 
trip to school, he carried with him a newspaper which he — 
had already learned to_read. 

As a student, Frank published papers and magazines for 
his fellows and spent most of his remaining time reading. © 
and writing. He was, by all standards, definitely not a mixer. 
In 1924 he received his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree 
and in 1926 passed the state legal examinations. . 

He married in 1925 and had five children. His wife was 
a Roman Catholic, as were all other members of his family, ~ 
but Frank left the Church when he joined the Nazi Party. ~ 
He was a penitent reconverted Catholic before he was exe- 
cuted. Even during the years when he somewhat cynically — 
described himself as “an old Catholic,” he urged his em- 
ployees to attend Mass and asked to be included in their 
prayers. A hint that Frank never completely forswore Cath- 
olicism for paganism may be found in The Cabin Boy and 
Columbus, a book which he published in 1944, and which © 
has strong Catholic implications. 

Frank’s major hobby was mountain climbing; he also 
spent considerable time in his Bavarian homeland studying 
geology. He was interested in the history of Bavaria and 
Munich and-had a large collection of books on the subjects. 

In the late twenties he took over his father’s legal prac- — 
tice, after the later had been disbarred for embezzlement. 
Frank’s father, however, continued to manage the practice ~ 
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while ostensibly serving as his son’s bookkeeper. When 
_ Frank became Bavarian Minister of Justice under the Nazi 
_ Party, the senior Frank was reinstated, but soon embezzled 
again; and in spite of the influence of his son, he was disbarred 

ie 
é 

| a second time. 

Frank was young and did not volunteer for the Army 
_ during the First World War; near the end, however, he was 
called up and served briefly in the First Bavarian Regiment. 

After the war he became interested in an anti-Semitic 
_ organization led by Dietrich Eckhardt in Munich. Soon after- 
ward he became a member of the small Nazi Party and 
Hitler’s eager servant. Frank took part in the Munich Putsch 
and, although he was not arrested, left Germany for several 
months. He did not return to Munich until the latter part 
of the twenties; when he did, he immediately became an 

- active and enthusiastic Nazi. During the last years of the 
_ Republic, his law practice included numerous defenses of 
Nazis, and he also served as Hitler’s personal attorney. 

__ When the Nazi Party achieved supremacy, Frank began 
to reap the rewards he had anticipated for his loyalty to 

_ Hitler. As Bavarian Minister of Justice, he introduced a 
new low in ethics by continuing his own active practice. 
He soon had a spate of rich clients eager to pay well to 
have their cases handled by a lawyer who was at the same 
time the highest judicial authority in the province. 

Frank rapidly received more promotions and eventually 
was named a Reichsleiter and appointed President of the 
Academy for German Law and Reich Minister Without 
Portfolio. As he grew in importance, he expanded in arro- 
gance. He made many enemies in his own profession by 

_ becoming the Nazi state’s chief instrument in destroying old 
_ principles of law. It was Frank who did most to establish 
the thesis that German law existed not to protect the indi- 

-yidual but exclusively to benefit the nation—that is, Hitler 
and his Party. 

In 1939 Frank was appointed Administrative Chief of Po- 
‘land and, from that time on, occupied himself with that one 
task. Frank’s secretary, a wishy-washy, elderly woman eager 
to aid his defense, gave it as her opinion that the assign- 
ment to Poland came as a demotion, the direct result of 
pressure against Frank by his enemies within the Party, 
Frank shared this view in part. 

In Poland, eager to regain Hitler’s full approval, he con- 
centrated his energies on the persecution and extermination 
of the Jewish population. More than any other person, 
Frank was responsible for the liquidation and deportation, 



entire Jewish population of 
imation of the Poles, Frank aggrandized 1e 

Germans in Poland. In the end, by his ord 

- music, museums, libraries, and scientific™ in: wer 

restricted to the use of the few thousand racial Germans in 

- Poland. It was Frank’s idea that the Fenian Poles 8 
_ degenerate “into slave labor. 
Frank was of medium height, active, intense and 

ordinarily well-read. Even in the prison, between inte! 
_ during his meals, and through most of the nights, he 
be found poring over books from the prison library. 
~ had an excellent memory and had at his tongue’s tip a SS 
--mendous amount of academic information. He was interest- a 
ed in art and, in his days of power, sought out artists ; 
_ scientists whom he persuaded to give lectures for him. Hi 
was particularly fond of music and, unlike most Nazis, pre 
_ ferred Beethoven, Mozart, Chopin, and Strauss to Wagne 
_. He found relief from political frustrations and tensions | 
music and in chess. He played chess well and employed 
skill not-only for diversion but also as a personnel-manage- 

‘ment technique. Whenever he wanted to make up with one of 
his assistants whom he had treated roughly during the d 
he would invite the aide to a chess game and skilfully allow 
the man to win. 

In addition to an excellent intelligence, Frank posses ed 
a keen imagination. He was constantly creating new ideas 

and plans. He had boundless enthusiasm, but lacked persis- 
_ tence, and seldom saw his plans through to fruition. Often 

in a few days he would lose all interest. His secretary ana- 
lyzed him as an optimistic artist-philosopher, who had a 
desire to lead his own life in his own way. He was extreme- 
ly gracious to his friends but protected himself from tl 
pressure of his political contacts and his numerous enemi 

_by a wall of arrogance and unco-operative defiance. 
- Not only his secretary but all his subordinates who could 
be interviewed were loyal to Frank and tended to presen 

only his best points. Apparently he was kind to his under- 
lings and loyal to his friends. One of his aides told me with 
conviction that, “Dr. Frank had a soft heart. In order not 
to show it, he often hid it behind an aloof or gruff exterior 

-He gave orders to his men without listening to th 
arguments, which naturally made co-operation difficul 

_ These “orders” during Frank’s term as Gauleiter of Polan 
involved the deaths of millions of helpless human being: 
This white-washing made no mention of that. ‘Neither, ; 

cael 



3 Frank 131 

e very few exceptions, did the comments of most of Frank’s 
other aides whom I questioned. 
_ Frank himself felt very definitely that Adolf Hitler had 
turned against him and that his assignment to Poland was 
_ a form of punishment. He stressed the fact that, after 1939, 
_ he was relieved of all political offices such as Reichsleiter 
of the Legal Association and President of the Legal Acade- 
my. He was convinced that this was the result of speeches 
in which he had criticized the terror regime and -the concen- 

_ tration camps. Frank claimed that he attempted to resign at 
the time but that Hitler had refused to let him. 

Frank was captured on May 3, 1945, and immediately 
attempted suicide by cutting his left wrist, his arm, and his 
throat. The injury to his throat was quite superficial, but the 
wrist slashes severed some of the nerves, and he developed 

Bia moderately severe paralysis of his left hand. 
In prison he preserved for the most part a philosophical 

calm, defending his activity by maintaining that he was only 
a titular head. He kept his cell in neat condition and during 
interviews was courteous but formal. He was easily upset 
and was obviously quite emotional. He cried when he re- 
ceived letters from his family and became violently angry 
when discussing Hitler’s less defensible policies. He contend- 
ed th t the indictment of himself and his associates was a 
“politcal document which, although somewhat exaggerated, 
is a horrible commentary on our leadership.” 

Even before his readmittance to the Catholic Church, he 
went on record to the effect that “Hitler was the most de- 
structive phenomenon in history,” a malevolent being who 
had inspired “a sort of mass insanity in his followers, with 

‘the result that they carried out his brutal ideas without ques- 
tion.” 

Frank developed an attitude of almost godlike martyrdom 
as he grew resigned to his probable fate. He told me: “Some- 
One must be held responsible. The leaders must pay for the 
‘crimes of Hitler and Himmler who escaped.” In the next 
br2.:h, however, he would deny his own guilt, claiming “The 
question of individual guilt is beside the point. If we do not 
take the blame, the whole of the German people must suffer.” 

He often sneered at the “whining” of other major leaders. 
“They tremble for their own necks now. But it did not 
bother them when they dragged millions of people to war 
and made fine speeches about braver and more unselfish 
sa-rice for the Fatherland even unto death. Now that their 
own lives are at stake, they shiver and whimper, and the 
ones most responsible bow out of the picture with coward- 



‘id peer 

h the skill of American n 
[Cie 

was b 

“thi 

power greater than his own. God simply watched this b: 
of brethren puffed up with their puny pawer and then 
_ ply brushed them aside in scorn and amusement. = 

- “ tell you the scornful laughter of God is more terrib 
than any vengeful laws of man. Here are the woulc 
_ rulers of Germany, each in a cell like this with four walls 
and a toilet, awaiting trials as ordinary criminals. Is that ot 

-a proof of God’s amusement at a mass, sacrilegious quest 
for power? sy: 

_ “But are these people thankful for these last few weeks 
in which to atone for their sins and to recognize that th 
have been in league with the devil incognito? No. They wor- 

ry about their own little necks and cast about for all kinds 
of little excuses to absove themselves of blame. Can th 
not see that this is a horrible tragedy in the history of m 
kind and that we are symbols of an evil that God is brush- 
ing aside?” 

It was obvious that Frank, to himself, was a great tragic 
figure, a representative of God, who had sold his soul and 

_ Was but purchasing it back at the cost of his life. This feel 
. ing made it possible for him again to achieve that attitude 
~ of superiority and dominance for which he had always striv- 

en. He was, in fact, using the knowledge that he must di 
as a crutch to bolster his ego. eae E 

On the other hand, he honestly felt—with typical self-cen: 
teredness, that by confessing and giving up his own lif 
could gain the approval of the world. The superficiality of 
his “atonement,” unrecognized by himself, was demonstrated — 
during the trial when the Vatican introduced certain evi- 
dence. Frank, through his lawyers, challenged the Vatica 
right to introduce this material and threatened to leave th 

> 
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Church again if the Vatican were to act as a political power. 
_ After his adoption of the beatific attitude, Frank became 
increasingly aloof and withdrawn, and he turned his entire 
emotional drive and keen imagination to building himself 
‘up as a great and good man. Consequently, he grew angry 
and then deeply disturbed by the atrocity movies and docu- 
ments which tended to deny his virtue: After the films were 
shown he made a long and vehement protest against the 
“men who could have done such deeds, worthy of the direst 
punishment. Then, in a lower tone of voice, he again de- 
clared his own complete innocence. 
_ As a psychiatrist, I should say that Frank’s beatific tran- 
quillity merely hid his own tensions, and that he had con- 

verted these tensions into an outward-appearing composure 
which protected him from his own feelings. This was a dan- 
gerous removal from reality. Frank was the type who could 

have developed insane reactions. 



‘CHAPTER — 
SIXTEEN 

WILHELM FRICK 
_ ARTHUR sexs OU 

t Wilhelm Frick was of average height, bland lookin 
cae oe white hair. He had been Hitler's Bo 

three score and ten had his ees Brea a few 1 mon 
eee 

degree and his doctorate he obtained ‘from the Universi 
Munich in 1903. Early involved in politics, he became a 

_ trict court lawyer at Munich, without, however, achi 
‘prominence until he met Hitler and joined the Nazi Pa 

_ He was then past forty. One of the first members of th 
tle group that centered around Der Fuehrer, he was also one of ss 

; integrity or human sensitivity. He viewed the Pay asa 
on which he could ride to power, and he was Tuthless 
ward anyone who got in his way. 
in jail and facing death, Frick did not recant. He - 

tained in our interviews that the victor had the righ to 
tule as he saw fit, and he accepted his fate. He sougl 

excuse himself by contending that the Nazi ao Bae di 

ing to establish these points, he shifted round to claim 
he, personally, “had merely helped prepare these instrume: 
‘for German racial purity, and when the actual slaughte 
Jews began, I was in a position which prevented ay, 
fering.” 
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Frick, quiet and retiring in na 

ne of his main sources of strength, since no 

| supported his every move, appeared more suitable 
than as the powerful Minister of the Interior. 

——even for the sick, insane, and aged, the “useless 
ho were put to death with his full knowledge. 

e exhibited at all times an unemotional personality pattern 
tha: of a typically self-seeking individual who had ridden 

Be 
| 

berg He was born in the province of Moravia, which was 
hen Austrian territory. Tall and slender, with a limp which 

memento of his service as an officer in the Austrian 

ye, studious. His wound had won him release from the 

the independent Czechoslovakian state was founded. 

joining. In 1938 Schussnigg, apparently assuming he 

a loyal Austrian, appointed Seyss-Inquart Minister of 

nterior and Security. Thereupon Seyss-Inquart revealed 

his true bent and opened the border to German troops. 

Oddly enough, at this time Seyss-Inquart was not yet a 

member of the Nazi Party and could not be immediately 

ded for his treachery by an official Nazi appointment. 

eficit was soon remedied, however, and Seyss-Inquart 

‘over as Governor of Austria. 
In 1939, following the conquest of Poland, he served 

. assistant to Frank and helped instigate the Polish terror. 

be a power behind the throne rather _ 
seat like Goering. It is typical that my 

_are scanty, since he was not impressive, — 
tage friendly appearing fellow in a sports jacket, — 

ut extremely short—G.I. style. This deceptive 
d easily realize that his smooth face hid a vicious, _ 

less killer. Kaltenbrunner at least looked the part, but __ 

<, who was with Hitler in the Munich Putsch and who 

never once in my presence displayed any feelings -— 

band wagon with only his own aggrandizement in mind. ~~ 

uring the First World War, he was reserved, intro- — 

Seyss-Inquart migrated from Moravia to Austria and en- a 

ed Austrian politics in 1930. Between 1934 and 1938 he — 

orked with the illegal Austrian Nazi Party but refrained from 

Oe 

\ 

Ar hur Seyss-Inquart, another of the Ausldnders, was the 
most intelligent of the defendants tested at Nurem-— 

nd he had received his law degree in 1917 shortly — 
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In 1940 he was appointed Commissioner of the Netherlands, — 
and in that post, he was responsible for the persecution and — 
slaughter of Dutch Jews and the brutal forced labor and forced — 
export programs by which Holland was robbed and her youth ~ 
destroyed. - 

Personally, Seyss-Inquart was aloof and cold in his man- “s 
ner and, throughout my observation of him, remained con- 
vinced that the things he did were for the best for Germany. _ 
The outcome of the war had left him all but completely 

® 

dejected. “In view of the complete catastrophe of Germany & 
and of the German people nationally, economically, politic- 
ally, and spiritually, there is nothing left to do but wait pa- — 
tiently for the development of the situation and hope that 
the suffering was not all in vain.” 

In this icy and introverted personality, there was con- 
cern only for the sufferings of the German people. Appar- - 
ently there was no room in his withdrawn soul for sympathy 
toward the countless thousands of Austrians, Poles, and ~ 
Dutchmen who perished as a direct result of his orders. 



CHAPTER: 
SEVENTEEN 

” WALTHER FUNK 

oup of Hitler aids who stood trial at Nurem- 

inte teres tec in making money, an eager banker who dis- 

€ es been pete twice, the second - time to a 

ims to have been responsible for the re-evaluation of the 
ch ended the post-war inflation. As a result of this 
, he became President of the Reichsbank and, 

nse of his Nazi activity, he assured me that, even 
3; his efforts were devoted not to strengthening 

. ‘Schacht carefully pointed out that it was necessary, 
to build a strong German Army, Navy and Air 

sagreed with Hitler’s basic ae and most of the 
Until 1938, in spite of whatever disagree- 

y ‘might have been, he nevertheless remained Hit- 
broker. ‘At that time, Schacht said, he felt that 

Ir 

R nee OWED HIS TWO MIDDLE NAMES TO” 

e tly stable personality, Schacht was simply a = 

d that the Mars Party was—for a time—an ideal invest- 

ie and he always conducted himself as ” such, even 



2 Poyererspbasls on armaments . g 

“man economy. There followed an open ak 

Fes Party and, as war approached, pea was Tepl. ss 

eco tie Reichsbank by Funk. ~ 

; The Schacht defense was, even in fhe ‘intimacy 

ment, as early as "1942 he began to point out for th ec 

Germany’s doubtful future. Though he was then livin in 

retirement on his farm, his protests eventually reached t tl 

ears of Hitler and he was placed in a conscni auc) ca 

1944, 
Schacht always maintained that he had been cor 

with two attempts on Hitler’s life. He refused to d 
these attempts, as they formed a part of his proof th 

-_ was not a Hitler supporter. As best I could determine from” 
his casual remarks, his role was a minor one, and he was | fh 

never actually involved in the carrying out of the plots. 
Schacht was overjoyed when his concentration camp ¥ 

swept up by the American Army. But he was more than 
_ little annoyed when the Americans, instead of freeing h 
__ with honor as a member of the German underground 

him as a war criminaland put him on trial. Understandabl 
he nursed thereafter a bitter grudge against both Na: 

_ and the Allies. 
Basically, Schacht’s is a somewhat constricted person 

_ All of his actions stemmed primarily from intellectual rat 
than from emotional levels. His attitude toward the trial 
that hanging was quite in order for Goering and his ilk 
himself resented being in prison and being listed as a 
criminal. He maintained that, obviously, he was not an <¢ 
ciate of Goering or Kaltenbrunner or Streicher; consequent 
ly, he didn’t expect to be hanged. He put it this way in oni 
of our interviews: “I understand that the German leadershi 
has much to answer for, and it is better to determine th 
truth in court, to establish relative guilt and innocence ©: e 
and for all. Of course, anyone who is innocent will not 
punished.” 

Schacht’s excuse for his own behavior was interest 
and obviously convincing to the court which acquitted h 
“I was fool enough to believe in Hitler's peaceful intention 
in the beginning. I did support rearmament only to the po 
of insuring Germany’s security, but I became more 
more suspicious as he tried to absorb all of the country 
financial resources in armaments. 

“The turning point came when he dismissed von Frit 
who never wanted aggressive war, and put in his la 



That's just a lot of nonsense. It was essentially - 
eee Jewish over-representation in business _ 

“2. I oak har people being forced to undress 
ee to march to their death. It was beastly. The — 

can. imagine why I was kept alive was in case 
needed as a possible hostage or negotiator.” 
few paragraphs, Schacht revealed his true feelings 

Nazi Party because it was a way to build a better 
-and so a better banking system which he could 

ated swith: the Nazi Party iGo because it afforded 
2 a scope for development of his own ideas 

( ht was adjudged “not guilty” on the fact that he left 
cabinet eight months before the actual moment when 

troops resisted invasion by German armed forces. I 
- resist asking: Would Schacht have been “guilty” if 
in troops, eight and a half months before he left of- 
ee anien troops, only five weeks before, had 

eses. One could scarcely imagine greater contrast 
slender, aristocratic, and intelligent Schacht than 

m, I did exact an se eet ee it 
34 that there was to be no discrimination _ 
field. The basic problems were not Teally — 
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- it only because of Schacht’s previous skillful organi ‘at n 

-- Schacht in the Reichsbank in 1939. 

that a ready wit alone saved him—that the other Boge “7 

hr ani ss 

E Seay iabile aad: “quite rsuveopuble to outside stin ulat 

He will not be happy as a lifer in prison, th | 

remnant of a government of ghouls who h 

= -Reichsbank vaults the pitiful gold teeth and fillings rom the 

mouths of their multitude of victims. | " 

-It is my opinion that Funk was so poorly qualifi d- or 

“job Hitler gave him that he was able to appear to perfor 

“the Reichsbank. Funk was a ‘servile errand boy, a 

| yes -man” without the capacity to guide or to abet ‘ne Ni 
Part = 
Rom on August. 18, 1890, Funk grew up on a arm 
“with the horses and dogs,” he once told me. His educati 
was limited to high school, although he took some post; 
ate work in literature and jurisprudence. He became a 
nalist and, after joining the Nazi Party in 1931, wae 

“appointed him Chief of oe and, four years later, 
him to-his cabinet as Minister of Economics. He su 

Aside from Hess, Funk is the only one of the Nu 
Nazis who believed in astrology. Almost as soon as I b 
my first interview with him, he volunteered that he hac 
“born on a Sunday morning at nine o’clock in the sign of th 
Lion, the particularly favorable constellation of Jup 
Funk was extremely self-centered, greatly concerned 
his bodily health. He wept frequently in his cell, 
whelmed by maudlin self-pity. He was easily affecte 
other persons and made more complaints than any other 
the jail. He was ready, even adept, with words. = 

Funk was the anomaly of Nuremberg Jail. Definitely aw 
inadequate, soft personality type, it is surprising that he x 
able to get by at all in the Nazi big league. It is po le. 



CHAPTER 
EIGHTEEN 

ALBERT SPEER 
FRITZ SAUCKEL 

_ THE PRODUCTION END OF HITLER’S BUSINESS ENTER- 
prise, including labor and construction, was looked after by 
ithe architect Speer and the recruiting agent Sauckel. 

Albert Speer, originally Hitler’s architect and then later 
‘Reich Minister for Armament and Munitions and chief of 
ithe Todt organization, can be written off as an extremely 
jintelligent, sensitive, creative, highly skilled architect, boyish 
jin nature and concerned only with: his work. I have often 
jthought of Speer as a racehorse in blinders—a creature 
{born and bred to perform one esthetic function and able to 
see Only enough to accomplish his primary pupose. 
Speer exploited the Nazi Party even more objectively than 
‘Goering. He toadied-to Hitler much in the same fashion as 
ida Vinci buttered up Ludovico Sforza. Joining the Party 
lin 1932, Speer soon was commissioned by it to remodel one 
10f the major buildings in Berlin. His architectural skill was 
eexcellent, but his arithmetic was not. The expense in which 
he involved the Party, far beyond his estimate, caused a bit- 
ter row and brought down Munich’s wrath on the Berlin 
beroup. Thereafter, for about a year, Speer was offered no 
‘further Party work. 
With Hitler’s rise to power in 1933, however, expense was 

no longer a serious problem. Besides, the Fuehrer liked 
peer’s grandiose style, and he was commissioned to. deco- 

wate several Party rallies. Eventually Speer was formally ap- 
pointed Hitler’s architect, and Hitler became very fond of 

he shy, sincere, intelligent man, whose flattering genius was 
-o design the basic structures for the “thousand-year Reich.” 

Aside from a very lively realization of where his com- 
missions came from, Speer had no strong interest in any- 
thing but architecture. Even in jail—where he surely would 
40t have been, except as Minister of War Production—he 
iconsidered the "eighth of February, 1942, a day of good for- 
une for him. That was the day Todt was killed in an air- 
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- plane era, and Sp at 
‘Germany. The fact b e respon: e for 

production also was a distraction he could ot 
_ doubt if he ever worried about the care and 

ce his time doing architectural and research. work 
A quiet, introverted prisoner, in jail Speer 

 ergies in the same direction—making architectural di 
_ He showed little concern over his fate or his defens: 

he made to me after a motion picture of a Party ceremi 
_ was shown: “I was glad they showed the pictures be 
: they gave me an opportunity to see again ao be: 

_-years in prison a small price to pay for the | structures ee 
_ designed. es 

: Speer’s guilt rests on his responsibility for misuse Pa Ss 
labor as Chief of War Production. It is likely that he 
dled this job as he handled everything else, as an architec 
al dreamer to whom buildings were more important th 
lives, rather than as a practical producer of war goods. It | 

- probable that the great Todt organization carried on si 
cessfully in spite of Speer, rather than because of him. 

of criminal mistreatment of foreign workers, he w 
switch to a vigorous statement of his belief in the Fue 
and declare himself ready to die for having carried So 
ler’s orders. 

The general and repeated pattern of his behavior wa 
first, cringing friendliness and eagerness to “explain” his | 
eon, then flat defiance when it became obvious that he wai 
guilty. 

Sauckel attended grammar school for five years, the: 
went to sea as a cabin boy. That was the end of his school- 
ing. The rest of his education was picked up in a Score - vf 
forecastles and in virtually every port in the world. . 

Almost with the opening of the First World War, the 
merchant ship on which he was serving was captured, 



worked asa factory hand and, : 
_ He became Something of a labor 

er ae wes social senborat, he took part é: 
es and labor negotiations. 

er and, eventually, Governor of Thuringia. He 
1 influence to the side of the National Socialists in 

F and Hitler paid him off with appointment as Reich- 
ringia. After the war began in 1939 he was ap- 

| one the general leaders of labor in the Four 

1e A 2) edna ‘the “International Jews” of course 
— had 1 don irreparable damage to the German people. He 

that it was his mission to fight against these influences. 
d access to some of Sauckel’s letters to Hitler. They 
erally, eal pee in tone. Without question, he had 

“he came to ee that perhaps Himmler and Goeb- 
corrupted Hitler, and he held them responsible 
the Party into the crimes against humanity. He 
pees that his own hands were clean of 

ag <a That so many workers died in Oey 
not his problem. He saw no connection between the 

‘ nd his orders that Germany was to have first choice 

citi wrong in the uprooting of hundreds ‘of thou- 

of French and Dutch and other foreign nationals so 

rmany might win the war. He quite apparently had 

t on his conscience. After all, he had been told, and 

red, that Germany had the ‘absolute right and even 

uty to mobilize labor in Europe. He honestly believed 

ermany was the savior and defender of Europe, and 

convinced himself that the deportation of countless 

id for forced labor in Germany was for the good of 

ne almost a year after. ‘the | : 

ore active politically, in 1927 he was made — . 
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who had neither the breadth of vision nor the depth of 
conscience to realize his guilt. Small of stature, both physi- 
cally and psychologically, he certainly did not give the im- 
pression of being a leader. It was not surprising that Sauckel 
actually derived satisfaction from being on trial. I suspect 
he took a shred of it with him to the gallows. Heretofore, 
he had been accustomed to being—and to being classed 
as—a second-rate Nazi. To be classed with the major Nazis, 
even as a war criminal, was for Sauckel definitely ageran- 
dizement of the ego. 



PART SEVEN 

DER FUEHRER 

I Hitler’s Germany was a huge organization, ruthless and 
all-powerful, impersonal in its dealings with even its own 
officials, demanding only results and caring little for the man- 
mer of their achievement. It was all of that, and more. It 
was the organization plus the organizer, Adolph Hitler. The 
‘one could not have been without the other. 

_ The effective impersonality of the Nazi machine, its total 
tack of human feeling or conscience, stems directly from 
Hitler's theory that a few men carefully chosen, adroitly as- 
Signed, and required to show results, can be the totalitarian 
teaders of an entire country. Hitler selected and assigned 
the men. That they got results is a matter of record. 

_ It is important to realize that the Nazi system was not 
Set up as other governments have been but that it represent- 
ed the end point in the development of a totalitarian state. 
Each individual German was directly subordinate to Hitler, 
‘as well as to every subleader of rank superior to his own, 
Hitler's decision on all matters was final, and he controlled 
not only the function but the lives of his subordinates. 

Obviously the most important person in the hierarchy was 
Adolf Hitler. Numerous books have been written giving, 
more or less completely, the story of his life, and such data 
are of extreme importance if one is to deduce the structure 
of Hitler’s personality and answer the question of how it 
came to develop along the lines it did. 

But for the purpose of this book I have been more inter- 
ested in the comments of his contemporaries, his aides, his 
personal physicians, and his secretaries. Much of this ma- 
terial has hitherto been unpublished, and some of the critical 
evaluations of his personality are from men now dead. 

How Hitler got his personality is a problem for detailed 
analytical study, a task still unfinished. What follows is a 
portrait of that personaliy. 

is / é 
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_ markable personality. I use the past tense becau: 
he was reputed to fear death and had a strong 

- suicide—the consensus of his closest friends with wh 

ache. 

. but a weakling or a fool ever would commit suicide.” 
would always be, he insisted, some way of restoring ne 

- his associates noted that Hitler was changing his tun 

- remarked that he must work rapidly because his 

: Fbung Happened to him. He lived with a aed 

hope. Those were the opinions Hitler expressed again an 

_the pictures of the defiled Duce and his mistress were 

CHAPTER 
NINETEEN © 

-ADOLPH HITLER | 

IT CANNOT BE DENIED THAT ADOLF HITLER ° 

talked is that he is dead, and that he killed himself. 
Of course, it was well known that Hitler had for 

years demonstrated a definite fear of death. He frec 

running short. He constantly forced his associates 
overtime in order that their tasks might be done in ca 

Coupled with these fears of death was his intense die ke of 
any talk of suicide. It was a Hitlerian dictum that, “N 

position so long as life: lasted; after death there was 

again in the days before disaster impended. S 
As the military catastrophes of 1944 mounted, ‘how 

time went on and defeats multiplied, and as his own bo 
gave way to the strain, he was heard to say that he cou. 
easily understand how someone who was no longer healt! 
could kill himself. At this time he was particularly concer 
with a partial paralysis and tremor of his left hand, and 
expressed a terrible fear that this affliction might spread to 
right hand. One day he said flatly that if this happened, he 
would put an end to himself. 

Another factor in Hitler’s developing suicidal potential 
was mentioned to me by Goering. Goering was present 

to Hitler. Still visibly excited by the recollection, 
clenching pened Goering told the Saath 
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-and down the ‘hall Estey his 
e!’ And he waved the pictures in his hand 
several times brought up the subject spon- __ 

ly. He swore that he would never be taken alive and © = 
Germans would ever have the opportunity to ¥: 

corpse. rm 
-also the reason why Hitler never led a’ last hoor ae 

gainst the Russians. We talked about it, but Hitler 
he might not be killed. He might only be wounded, 

he would be subjected to the same treatment as a 

y, in studying the events that led to Goering’s fall. 
, I ascertained that Hitler had also discussed the 

suicide with Ribbentrop, Jodl, Himmler, Goebbels, 
‘mann during the week of April 30, 1945. His: last 
tt declares that, “My wife and I choose to die in 

» escape shame ane overthrow or capitulation.” 

: Ee only suicidal gestures and succeeds only ee 
5 a oes case, ee the pressure toward the | 

us sho were his see enemies. Biographers in 
'y have written endlessly, and worshipfully, portray- 
every good point. Biographers outside Germany, 

yf whom were refugees from his terror, emphasized his 
sses and peculiarities; they picture him as unstable, 
P verted, ‘intellectually inadequate, an- ‘uneducated, 

1g 
are to understand why this physically unpretentious 

was able to control totally the lives of so many 

‘we must abandon our prejudices and concentrate 

se acets of Hitler’s personality which made him able 



my children, . 2 
pa thiss 

personality of one man who made the German var : 

all the world to see Adolf Hitler as he actually was. In order 

his physicians. 

“Tt is not easy to eran how th 
could have depended on an ordinary 

_ petty and ephemeral flesh and blood like the res 
_“T believe that the figure of Adolf Hitler will 

vague nightmare in German memory, a page for 
- legends. And those legends will tend to forget the pain and 

suffering he caused but will, instead, elevate and gl y th 

~ the German nation his own willing private propert; 
_ he could command to his own liking.” 

This, I fear, is an accurate prognostication. The Hite ae 
legend can be rendered relatively harmless only if we help 

to. epertay — most CRIECAVeLy, as a human organi: , let 

ated him. The Following is abstracted from the repe 

Physically, Hitler weighed about 150 pounds and was ie ; 
feet nine inches in height. His skin was pale, and his phy- 
sique generally unprepossessing. Medical examinations w 
essentially normal, and the usual medical procedures w 
generally negative. Toward the end of 1943, he developed 

some weakness of the left leg and of the left arm, in whic 
he also developed increasing tremulousness. He was studie 
by a number of physicians, and the symptoms were di 
nosed as hysterical reaction without actual nerve damage. 

In the spring of 1944, the tremor became so bad th; 
Hitler was frequently unable to use his left hand and usually 
carried it held close to his body. At times during this 
riod, he would become extremely upset by the constant shi 
ing of his hand, and he would hold it still with his right 
hand. Interestingly enough, one of his physicians points o1 
that whenever Hitler was asked about it, the tremor wo Idee 

' stop. 

1944, when his right leg and arm were bruised by the bi: t, 
his left hand recovered perfect functioning for about eigh 
weeks. Then, as the right side returned to normalcy, the 
side began again to get progressively worse; and during 
winter of 1945, his left hand and arm seemed almost us 

Aside from this hysierical reaction, Hitler presen 
physical abnormaliiics of any type. Hitler’s pers 
however, is a much more difficult noe AS: one of 



hig oat and. young - man- 
aca background. Hitler’s 

ap < te a ‘somewhat unstable individual, “who 

Hitler at times throughout his life comment- 
firmness. From it he apparently developed, 

ent hatred of authority of any pes rere that | 
by | imself or in his name. Es 

r, on the other hand, was a simple house: 
id he spoke frequently and respectfully of her as 

id quiet woman who lived only for her children. - 
ntly was often afraid of the harshness of her 

who. was unindulgent toward his family. A great 
Hitler’s biographers have emphasized Hitler’s se 

pedivas aS This may well be.. 
ditler was” 19, his mother died and, in a ea of 

t of i canitectine, was ee lazy, and shower 
tment of authority in his refusal either to. attend 

feeling for Germany and an intense hatred for Vi- 
rticularly the Jews of Vienna. 
s political beliefs probably stem from the fact that 
sHonie city, was a rural town in the German style, 

mtrast to the strong grounding in pro-Germanism and 
mitism which Hitler acquired there, he got only little 
an a smattering of artistic skills. He had hoped, of _ 
to be an suapenage he was willing to settle for a 

2 Peis: every biographer has doramiented on the 
Hitler found in war a solution to his problems, an 

or his aggressions. He was now a soldier in the pure 
tradition and had a certain amount of authority. 

it, one of his physicians, in Beene this phase 
states: 
to _ stress the emotional awakening of under- 



He became regimental messenger and remain 

- Hiitler fully, it is important to note that this fir 

SRM, fk So i SIRO ES nc oS" fs 
re tSO. Gift DE 
standing, reason, and criticism t 
Hitler during this period. While in tl 

- clusively carried books of the philosopher 
him. Adolf Hitler was found to be a brave and 

until the end of the war. Although his qualities as a sol 

were excellent, he became only a corporal. A pron 

- would have meant the loss of his position with the regimer 

tal staff. Because of the centralized and supervisory nat 

of this work, he decided against a promotion. A stro 

friendship prevailed among all messengers, and no one \ 

ed to quit his job of his own free will. To understand A 

changed the artist or rather the artistic nature into a t 
resolute man. He became more and more estranged 
Schopenhauer. Hitler was also appointed by the offic 

_ speaker for the soldiers, and even here his speech 
' tained political tendencies. In the strongly left-or 

Munich, Hitler took the national direction as emphasized 
Lintz, and slowly introduced socialistic feelings develc 
from the comradeship of soldiers and veterans.” : 

These comments by a physician who worked with 
for many years are probably accurate. They give us, r 

emphasizes that a permanent corporal’s rating was Hit. 
choice, there is a strong likelihood that he was luck 
maintain even this rank. Brandt’s picture of Hitler, a m 
‘who was finding himself through political harangues to 
comrades, is not appealing to a superior officer in any army 
In the iron-disciplined Wermacht, Hitler, with his pett 
hatreds, his emotional explosiveness, his persuasive speech, — 
and his political ideas, must have been a considerable bu ‘Ne 
to his officers; and it is surprising that he was not “busted 
to a buck-private. 

There is no doubt that Hitler’s character was influenc 
by the war and that the comradeship which he develop 

. Fepresents his first actual attachment to other people. In a 
dition, during the war Hitler undoubtedly, while acting as 
representative of the soldiers, realized his ability as a pow 
ful and able speaker. As he gained confidence, he continue 
his political activity. The rest of his developmental peri 
has been adequately recorded by his biographers. oe 

In discussing his adult personality, his physicians state t é 
he possessed certain personality characteristics which must 
be understood. These include a strong intuitional artistic 
talent, a tremendous physical energy allied with personal - 



n. he had a 2 aie sence aoe an ; 

re obviously | the basic building stones of 
. They have been verified by all who 

i seem to be those things in his personality — 
fies are outstanding. fi 

rde oO get a better picture of these positive assets, Jet 
efly at each point. & 

ic talents have been mocked by many artists who — 
lered only his attempts at painting. Just how good Hit- 
} aS a painter is hard to say and is a question for the 

criti In addition to painting, however, he was extreme- 
d in architecture, and many of his plans for the 
of Berlin, Munich, Lintz, etc., dated back to. 

ears. He always had an idea in mind of being an — 
and he planned the Reich autobahn as well as the — 

: He always regretted his inability to carry 
ecuscal ideas and stated: “As I want to be an 

-and because I am an artist, I must, in order to 
ae choose a detour and engage in Apis Bos 

Panckest moments, was ate nee? and 
On peeveys at the Eastern and Western fronts, he 

red the uniform of the Foreign Ministry. 3s 
nergy is common knowledge to everyone. The rec- 

of World War I indicate that he had personal courage 
und that he was an energetic worker. Comments by his co- — 

out stopping, and that he did most of his work at 
{ stated that when. a student in Vienna, he had to 

< during the day and learn to read and study at night 
, CO sequently, developed the habit. During his last few 

e was sustained in his efforts by various physicians 
ve him numerous injections, particularly of glucose, 

y have to some degree increased his energy output. 

ole, however, we find that he was-always a dili- 
constantly on the job, and possessed of a ter- 

ft his approach to meet the situation. . 
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se show, Re was “never giv orm 
but the fact remains that he 
average. | . 

eee Ve memory, voucees for saiigutarly by ] 
of fied by virtually every person who ever w 

was apparently phenomenal. Although he h 
a good formal education, he read constantly in 
‘and was obviously able not only to read rapidly bu 
tain and utilize information so gained. His memo 
equally good for happenings, persons, or abstract 
Brandi states that during ten years of constant and is 

once caught Hitler in a mistake of memory. s 
In the military field, Keitel swore that Hitler was” 

= fea genius. There is no doubt that he was well-rea : 
oo ‘tremendous military library of nearly every book known 

-Doenitz, who told me that Hitler was able to give ata 
- time complete descriptions with all specifications of 

~~ type of naval craft. Keitel and Jodl were also amazed a 

> ability. Hitler, in an off-hand way, could cite any inform 
tion concerning any piece of Wehrmacht ordaane listing | 
all its specifications from memory. heres 

Hitler’s intellectual ability, however, consisted in 
_ than a remarkable memory. It can be seen also in his gre 

_ organizational capacity. He was apparently a born organizer 
and had the rare ability to place his followers, generall 

~. the most useful positions. : ‘ 
Finally—and this is my own conclusion based on ‘the st 

mony of his doctors, secretaries, and ministers—Hitler ha d 
a profound conviction of his own ability, amounting to meg 
lomania. He firmly believer that he was the only indiv: 

_ual who could lead the Third Reich to success, and at tim 
he seemed to feel that he had been chosen by Heaven for thi 
task. As a consequence, he was excessively intolerant of 

- ideas which did not agree with his own. In fact, he 
not tolerate competition in any sphere, and he woul 
come seriously upset when anyone argued with him. 
In his own private circle, Hitler’s behavior was generally 

genial. No one crossed him, and he was liked by his inti-- 
mates for the usual reasons—kindliness and cordiality. 
was especially friendly toward children and older peo 
He had a great understanding for the little pleasures and 
his dealings with women displayed a positive charm. 

Everyone who discussed this point with me mentioned 
that Hitler behaved like “a Viennese gentleman”—a Ge 



Ocial menities but: an ‘exag 

>. that the most saipcatie and inter- 

x the amusement of men at parties and dances. 
Borex: that women’s adhe sree not be 

manlike or soft. 

a Hitle ma lest he lese even ae incited ales sup- 
ae Goering and Schirach, who had parts in the deci- 
n against marriage, agreed that it was based on the feeling 

unmarried Hitler had a greater appeal for German 

agreed; and the idea was apparently strongly shared 

Has sO. ‘many Ce eae have hinted or charged out- 

‘1 ea the evidence I was able to obtain from his physi- 

s and friends indicate that he did manifest less sexual 

y than the average man, and was perhaps even what 

a “latent homosexual type’—one with a deeply 

d homosexuality. He made a virtue of this buried sex 

t him to work eighteen to twenty hours a day. 
I put the question of Hitler’s sexual abnormality to 

T got, interestingly enough, the flattest of all denials. 

ted: “Hitler was peed as normal in every “ey 

of woman was a creature of eet and ie 

ginal higis because he himself had ie ts 

Ik than a married Fuehrer would have. Hitler, they — 

f Goe ae Pega made the most of Hitler’s bachelorhood . 

mverting it into the energy that made it possible 

e, Hitler made it a point to oe 
nan to whom he was introduced. He 

women and often demanded, — 

randt described her character as being: Hiseate seit ‘ne 



da only be right. When a failure occurred or a mistake 

-- checked all preparations. When the event was over, | 

ese who" aew as: ‘much and, often, ‘e “adore 
_ knew lessiy > <r Bi 

Doubtless his early pilistsay and political” successes fur- 
_ nished convincing—for him—evidence that he was and could — 

sce, Hae Adolf. Hitler tS it eay to Hig 

: "this idea. It is a rica one in tidus who feel | in 
: oy: 

In social matters, also, the plebeian Hitler gave evi 
_ of this same feeling. He was extremely painstaking in 
_ cial manners because he felt the inadequacy of hi 
_ training. According to two of his secretaries, whenever 
-was to play the role of host, he nervously supervi 

_ frequently seek reassurance from his household or. 
staff that he had “given a good show.” He was es) 

“eager for praise for any performance on the ballroom fic 
This reaction toward social adventures increased as time w 
on. Even after becoming the Fuehrer who could d 
wrong, Hitler would mutter while planing some affair: 
show them I know as much as they do about such matte 

As a further example, I was told how he had insul 
Italian King and court by stalking away from the supper 
ble at a party given at the Castle of Naples. The explan 

_ was that, during the meal, an argument or discussion - 
_as to types and purposes of various formal costumes. . 
believed that the King and his court deliberately brought 
the subject of dress to show off Hitler’s ignorance and aS 
barrass him socially. 

These feelings of inferiority can undoubtedly be tract 
back to the inadequacies of Hitler’s early life and the f 
trations of his years in Vienna. In overcompensation, 
developed a refusal to accept counsel or opinions from oth 
ers. Another compensatory device was to surround himsel 
with intelligent sae and then astound them ke his 



= The rumor that he had occasional outbursts of rage is un- 
-doubtedly true, but the tales of such rages resulting in car- 
‘Pet-cating, tearing the curtains, and so on have never been 
verified by any of his physicians or by his closest associates— 
and I questioned virtually everyone we.-could lay military- 
“police hands on who might: have known. Hitler would, 
however, brook no interruption at such a time; angry, he 
Was a determined monologist. 
_ Even in friendly “discussions,” Hitler frequently held the 
floor endlessly, and he did not relish any comment more 
constructive than “yes.” Schirach, recalling the early days of 

his youth movement, told me of one day when he, Goering, 
Goebbels, and several others were discussing general prob- 
lems with the Fuehrer, and he had the temerity to introduce 
_@ suggestion. “Several of my older and more experienced 
| Colleagues tried to shush me,” he said. “I did not know why 
| then, but later both Goebbels and Goering took me aside and 
‘explained why it would be better if I made these suggestions 
| to one of them after the Fuehrer had finished talking and 
[broken up the meeting.” 
In addition to his feelings of inadequacy, Hitler exhibited 

¢ Other signs of definite neurotic reactions. He suffered from a 
| large number of phobias and compulsions. He had a marked 
{fear of death and, because of it, had up to five physicians 
(iM constant attendance. He consistently refused to allow any- 
cone to give him a comprehensive examination. He would 
umever permit X-rays because he feared they might reveal 

an incurable cancer. 
Hitler would seldom touch an animal unless he was wear- 

ing gloves. On those occasions when he caressed his dog 

jithout gloves, he would immediately go and wash his hands 

ny times. He was apparently fascinated by, but fearful 

f, horses. He surrounded himself with pictures and tapes- 

ties of the finest stallions but refused adamantly to do any 

actual riding. This is a fairly common reaction in men like 

itler. To him the stallion probably represented a strongly 

@exually potent animal—all the pictures displayed their sex 

Organs. Hitler surrounded himself with such pictures, envi- 

pusly admiring their strength and yet actually afraid of the 

animals themselves, who possessed these qualities which he 

‘tacked but most desired. From the pictures, he derived Vi- 

carious “sexual strength”—a satisfactory substitute—until 
‘aced with the real thing, when the satisfaction turned to hate 

nd fear. 

+) 
vo, 



- quently, and offeré 

and gave up smoking during his student .d; 

-_ smoke on their clothes. 

he took a walk, it was—if feasible—always the v 

persistence of h 

that. eating meat caused his persp 
him during his - ‘speeches—to smell ba 

fact, he came to dislike tobacco ite) oe 

the disserecable odor of those we had a taint of 

His daily routines were ‘strict and were follc 
minutest degree. All his intimates agreed on this. 

wa me had taken the oS pore If he faek his di 

' to sit down at the some place and wait until Diner st 
to get the stick, That exact procedure would AY ise 

“tine without a word tos his master. ; 

At Berchtesgaden, Hitler had a small courtyard. w 

along. the same path each time. Any. attempt to p TS 
him to deviate from the pattern resulted in considerabl 
tation and anger on his part. — 

a was more than meticulous about his lon ) 

Such behavior, generated nee a fear of dirt o 
“ease germs, is typical of many obsessive compulsive neur 
In Hitler this obsessive pattern was part of his basic si 
ture, having been established early in childhood. It can 
considered as not severe, since his compulsions did not 
tually interfere to any great degree with his daily life. 
On the other hand, such actions are most ee in e 

sion-compulsion component that drove him on. to: his: 
destruction. Because of the rigidity of his personality, ty, 
in such characters, he was unable to shift his goals—eve 
when they obviously led only to failure and death. : = 

His obsessive belie’s forced him into a de. cision tf 
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Bone biased him to turn from a fairly successful campaign 
inst Britain to the hopeless Russian debacle. Goering’s ex- 
nation was that Hitler felt he might. soon die (obsessive 
r) and consequently, since he was the only one who could 

uccessfully fight against communism. (compulsive drive), 
Russia must be attacked immediately. The horrors of. this 
ee are well known, and it is appalling to realize that 
an entire war was precipitated because of the severe hysteri- 
‘cal stomach cramps and obsessive- -compulsive fears of a psy- 
choneuroti who happened to be in a position of command. 
_ He paid a tremendous amount of attention to his own 

eay. For twenty years he suffered from complaints of the 
gastro-intestinal tract, primarily stomach pains and gas. His 
digestion and digestive control played a most important part 
‘in his life and usually was the topic of long table conversa- 
tions. Examinations never revealed any actual organic dis- 
jease, and it was the consensus of all his physicians that he 
\suffered from a gastric neurosis. 
In the course of time, tremendous amounts of medicine 

ywere tried, appraised, and ultimately rejected. Hitler was 
\constantly calling in new physicians and often had one or 
‘two in continuous attendance, almost always inviting them 
ito meals so he could discuss the effect of this or that food 
yon his stomach. Some of these physicians gave him amaz- 
ing amounts of medicines and, in his last year or so, he re- 
‘ceived constant injections at the rate of one every two hours 

yor so. Whenever he would be given a new drug which he 
elt helped him, he would order great amounts of it stocked 
or his personal use and then proceed to take it regularly 
for days, weeks, months, and even years, whether it was 
wecommended so to be taken or not. 
’ Whenever he went on a trip, he carried great quantities of 
iedicines with him, and if any specific remedy was forgot- 
en, it resulted in a minor affair of state. He was so fright- 
ened of being in an accident that usually Brandt, his surgery 
and first-aid specialist, was required to accompany him on 
hil journeys with a completely equipped emergency surgi- 
cal outfit. 
During the last few years of his life, Hitler developed 
hat Brandt describes as an actual addiction to medicines. 
hile he never took any type of opiate or other narcotic, 

aé certainly did rely on injections of glucose and vitamins, 
ich were given—at the end—sometimes hourly. Most of 

€ medicines were stimulants, and it is quite possible that 
is constant overstimulation accounts for the small amount 
f sleep he needed. 



greeted him with gleaming countenance and pointe 

trusting them. — 
According to all his ieaerne ie rye an uns 

lief in his fate. And Schirach, confirming this, t 
the morning after the death of President Roose 

this was an act of Divine Providence for his special enefit 
He was convinced that this Providence had called 
be the savior of his country and that It would support 

' cisions. There seems to be little reason for doubt tha: 
the very end, he honestly believed that he would succes 
his task because. of divine backing. _ 

of ‘this megalomania: 
- “What was Adolf Hitler? A sisleunnae: But ie ‘fo 
stripped the State of its important essential insta 

destroyed the Reich with regard. to its foreign ‘policy ; and 
war. Was he a Party man? But he systematically undermi: 
his own Party program, devalued its ideas and made. the ] 

_ ty organization a tool for the political workings of his o 
group. Was he an artist? But he suppressed and hindered 
work of the only true creator of any art, the free cre: 
personality. One can ask without ending and then can 
say ‘no,’ because he was constantly destroying whatever 
had set up. What then was he? He was Adolf Hitle 
original, unique thing without equal; a flaming giant, a 
of fire, a gigantic being of destructive origin; he wa: 
greatest destructive phenomenon of all times; the active : 
carnation of the death of Europe, who in the mammot 1 
shape of a Caesar made and enforced his own laws. He v 
absolutely and totally ego- -centralized; a world in himsel 
man who did not recognize any decisions whether they w 
made ahead of him or behind him, around him or ab 
him. He used everything, be it people or work, only as a 
means toward the purpose of accomplishing his own ends 
He always spoke of his aim to create a happy Reich fo - 
Germans and I do not doubt that this was the starting 
well as the final point in his plan, but he showed presum 
tive blindness and intensive stupidity in gambling the exi: 
ence of the whole country in order to accomplish his ‘idea’ 
or his ‘mission.’ With him there was only one © decisive Je factor 
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success counts! He was more a power in the history of na- 
than that of mankind. He was something born during 

‘time of giants and suddenly appearing in the world of 
20th century. He spoke the simple language of those 

and his ideas and conceptions seem to date back to 
t epoch. This explains several things: His viewpoints on 

history were primitive, as can be seen from his ideas on 
face—the right of the stronger and the leadership idea in the 

absolute power of the chieftain. This also explains why he 
chose for his opponents the oldest powers in the world— 
etenity and Jewry. Hitler was without any tradition, 
without form or pattern, and anti-human, anti-traditional and 
anti-cultural. He possessed a complete blindness towards 

verything that went on around him, with a lack of feeling 
which resulted in actual hatred for any objective or realistic 
ri wpoint. He had the qualities of iron, was hard and cruel 
and at the same time he had the paralyzing quality of over- 
p elming power. He was thereby one of the most tragical 

es which ever marched across the universal stage.” 
ene summary portrays the strength of Hitler's basic 

haracter, although it is plain that Frank himself still feels 
influence of Hitler’s personality. In fact, the impact of 

at personality continued to be felt by most of his hench- 
men. It is impossible to put one’s finger exactly upon the 
ty for this profound effect, but most of his associates be- 

ve that the things which were most effective were his 
: of speech which overwhelmed all opposition, his 
| terrific energy, and his ability to shift his personality rapidly 
jand without apparent effort. This last technique enabled him 
o appear as a simple, friendly individual to one person and 
as. a dominating, unyielding tyrant to another. He had an 
juncanny ability to estimate the effect of his personality upon 
jam individual and invariably supplied that type of personality 
Awhich would be most effective in securing his own way. 
(gin discussing him with many individuals, I concluded that 

had many faces and that many of his followers were ap- 
sparently unaware of all but the facade which he had present- 
ved to them. He seemed to permit each individual to project 
iupon him that type of personality which that individual most 
respected and admired. With Goering he was friendly, out- 
spoken and blunt; with Doenitz he was simple, intellectual 
and quiet; with Schirach he was a dominating authority; and 
ith Ribbentrop he was a father and a master. 
“In addition to these personality assets, Hitler's eyes, which 

veryone speaks of as having an almost hypnotic effect, were 
Ws personality assets. He had apparently learned the knack 

th 
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3 - his adjutants and secretaries, and business continued — 
' through the meal. 

> of actually staring ‘hae ee 
he lavished his “southe 

_ general run of men he impress: wi 

“that is, by a spectacular display of — ‘ini 

and by memory feats, which they interprete a 

-eation and brilliance. a 

Almost every person I talked with emph siz 

modest private life. Though he could, obviously, 

en any surroundings, he limited himself pr ils 

ple things. His ability to go long periods without 
possiby a hangover from his, starvation days in V. 

to give frequent stomachaches to his employees, w 
not eat until he did. When he did eat, it was usu 

He liked to have ali his people arogne him and i 
ately noticed whenever any official or employee was 
This habit deprived all his office staff of free time, 
ticular the married men, whes saw almost. nothing 

xe) 
would then invite the wives ‘to a sort of family dinn 
7 ppatently Hitler’s only personal luxury was 

did not ‘drive, he was fond of riding and was quite inter 
in the actual mechanics of his cars. He also liked to. 
art objects and paintings for his home. This hobby t 
especially evident after he introduced the systematic 
of occupied countries. ; 
My inquiries convinced me that Hitler was honestly 

to those who had been with him in his early years, a 
gave most of them positions as rewards of friendship In 
fact, he overdid this and frequently kept in positions o 
power persons who obviously did not have the requisite abil 
ties. He was loyal also to those in his immediate offici 
household circles; and, if any one of them became i 
would call in physicians and follow the invalid’s progres 
sometimes hour by hour. Those who were well, however, } 
often worked almost beyond. their endurance. He himse 
usually worked by night, and this habit accounts for m 
of the momentous decisions which were released dur 
the early morning hours. ee 

Hitler’s relationship to Goering was one of the ‘ie SES 
Goering was one of the few persons Hitler’s secretaries re 
member as being able to joke successfully with the Fue 
Goering was also, by their testimony and his own, the 
member of the inner circle who actually dared to pr 
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ontrary ideas. Keitel and von Ribbentrop were frequently 

‘mands. Bormann and Hess, who actually had the closest per- 

=a of by Hitler as the faithful executors of his com- 

_ sonal relationships with him, were apparently quite passive 
to his demands and ran his errands willy-nilly. 
4 Hitler read a great deal and developed an ability to skim : 
: € ooks and yet absorb their contents. His library of some 
16,000 volumes was devoted mainly to technical books 

i about war, biographies, architecture and painting, natural 
_ history, and a fair proportion of ordinary cheap novels. He 
Was a great admirer of the writings of Dietrich Eckhardt, 
_ who was also one of his closest personal friends. 

{ 

' Hitler almost never listened to the radio, even to musical 
‘programs. He had, however, records made of Richard Wag- 
mer’s operas and played these constantly in his quarters. His 
ae for Wagner’s music remained high throughout 
his life. 
In painting, he had a preference for Machhardt, several 
of whose portraits he acquired. Hitler also encouraged many 

| of the young contemporary painters; and while he felt that 
‘the moderns did not approach the older painters, he wished 

_ to encourage them and to be known as a knowledgeable 
_ patron of painters. 
_ During the years of Hitler’s development, he seemed to 
| undergo some personality changes. In the early phases, when 
he was recruiting his party and leading the Munich Putsch, 
“he was seemingly a friendly and much more humane type 
“of individual. During the years 1933 to 1939, he became 
‘extremely energetic and businesslike but still maintained 

friendly relationships with his associates. After the war be- 
‘gan, he became increasingly suspicious and, following the 
‘attempt to kill him in 1944, he developed outright mental 

- abnormalities. 
Schirach described these three phases of Hitler’s life as, 

first, “the human phase”; second, “the superhuman phase”; 
third, “the inhuman phase”—the period in which concentra~ 
tion camps blossomed, giving off the aroma of death over 
‘Germany and conquered Europe. 

II 

In the last ten months of his life, Hitler did not trust even 

his most loyal aids. His secretary, Fraulein Wolf, gave it as 

her opinion that the assassination attempt “broke him up in- 

side.” Even though he still held himself erect and worked 

longer hours than ever before, he gave her the impression 



: Same of his left. 
fused to rest more than a few ho 

uncertain, and he obviously was failing 
 Hitler’s hysterical. evaluation of the situati 
since he had survived the assassin’s bomb, H 
to go ahead with the work for which he ha 
- This reaction accounts to a large degree f 
refusal to consider surrender, cee his arm 
en on all sides. _ 

_ During this period, the air attacks were bane 
on all sides in frequency and force. But Hitl 
- to Fraulein Wolf, apparently lost all interest in th 
as early in the war he had often visited bombe 

_ spoken sympathetically to bereaved families, | -bombin 
—alties did not seem to bother him any more. He di 
- worry about the German people and transferred 
cern only to industry and military installations. He gre 

_ creasingly hard. His staff often heard statements such 
_ “Men who would master the general fate must beco. 

st0 being: hard, no matter how difficult this may b 
cussions he increasingly avoided themes unpleasant to hir 

Goering and others told. how he ienered the Rag 

he 

3 frantic, increased. He took ahaa mec fo) 
_ jants and grape sugar, attended conference after ¢ co 

Goebbels and Bormann (Hess’s siscesorh: the only y 
Nazis with him at the end. Although Bormahn was the w 
horse type, it seems that even he shared the all-cons 
hunger for power that characterized his better-known co! 
leagues, whom he took this opportunity to knife. At thi 
time, when Hitler trusted no man out of sight, he wrote 

_ final testament, ignoring or marking for death most o 
old supporters and leaving only Goebbels —— Bormann 
positions of control. 
_ Adolf Hitler reached the end of his setHEE a neurotic, 
picious individual, unable to sleep, unable to accomplish iny= 
thing to save even the last vestige of his grandiose vi: 
driven to despair and finally to death by his own hi 

Perhaps one of the most intimate and clearest views ¢ 
Hitler history will ever have is that given by Christa Sc 
der, one of his personal secretaries. ee . hi 
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a motherly, maiden female in her late forties, of medium 
height, stocky, sloppy, non-Nordic in appearance. She had 
been with Hitler eight years and knew him well. Brilliant 
an indefatigable worker, she readily told all she Reais 
“would admit to herself—about Hitler. To her, however, even 
when the evidence of his brutality became undeniable, he 
~ remained a hero. Her comments, consequently, though frank, 
“are those of a person who refused to see anything but great- 
hess in Adolf Hitler. 
_ This is a summary of her characterization of her Fuehrer 

_ which she wrote for me: 
. “It is probably assumed that Hitler’s secretaries had to do 
“continuous jobs for him and thereby gained insight into his 
Varied operations. This was not the case. I therefore con- 
“sider it necessary to start out with an explanation of the 
“sort of things that Hitler’s secretaries were required to do. 

__ “In the years before the war, they had their particular 
“sphere of work in his private office, where only work of a 
general nature -was done. Hitler received all important or 
‘secret letters, contracts, etc., through Schaub, who kept them 
‘locked up after Hitler had acknowledged them. This refers 

_ to those that Hitler did not keep in his own private office, 
_ which his secretaries could enter only occasionally and then 
| Only in Hitler’s presence. Hitler’s habit was to use his sec- 
_ fetaries only for single dictations, which never made it pos- 
_ sible for them to get a complete picture of either the plan 
or the success of an enterprise. 
_ “These tactics were consistent with Hitler’s principle never 
to let anyone know anything that he did not absolutely have 
‘to know. Those whom it was absolutely necessary to let in 
‘on something, he informed only when the time made it im- 

_ mediately necessary. 
_ “For example, there was always great secrecy concerning 
‘the destination and reason for a trip. The trip to the main 
headquarters at the beginning of the operations in the West 
‘occurred in the following manner. Those persons chosen 
‘to accompany him were made to understand that a trip was 
‘scheduled for that evening. Purpose, destination, and dura- 
tion were not disclosed. Those concerned were driven out 
‘of Berlin by auto to a small unknown railroad station and 
boarded Hitler’s private train, which was going in a north- 
‘erly direction. A guessing game started, which was diverted 
into false channels by the remark of an informed military 

‘adjutant, who asked if everyone had swimming suits, and 
by Hitler’s own remark that there would be an opportunity 
to bring home a sealskin as a trophy. It was generally as- 



_ siderate. He sent presents; and one time when I was in 
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auto, all name ee were rere 1onaven 
had reached the camp in the Eifel and were s 
front of Hitler’s barracks listening to cannon fir 

- cinity, did he say to those around him, “This morni g 
fensive against the western powers has begun.’ 
“This example was not one that stood out p: 

- from other happenings, since all things occurred in a 
secret manner. This was probably due to the fact the 
did not trust anyone completely and fully. I had the imp 
sion that Hitler trusted. the individual person only t 
strictly limited extent, as much as was necessary for t 

_ment and the task at hand. This general SISPFUSE of 

atmosphere. 
“Until the year 1937-38, I had little cipereeattee t 

anything about Hitler’s personality. I saw him briefly i 
aoe when he came to the office. one the end « o 

ae 

ing, however. In cases of sickness, he was pet con- 

hospital for several months, he came to see me himsel 
told the doctor that anything that was necessary mu 
done. This consideration of Hitler’s resulted from a ne 
had to hold on to an individual person to whom he ha 
come accustomed. He was always particularly frien 
those people whom he needed at the moment. He always con- 
versed with me in a particularly nice way before and after 
long dictation, as if he knew how strenuous it was to ; 
for him. 

“He usually dictated speeches and long compositions onl 
at night. He often said that the best thoughts and i, 
came to him then. For the same reason, he always wen to . 
bed a couple of hours after midnight. The hour of retire-— 
ment was continually postponed during the course of the 1 
few years. In the last month of his life he went to bed at 
about eight o’clock in the morning. He never slept for mo . 
than four or five hours. ve 

“He always postponed long dictations ‘until the last t minute 
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In the case of Reichstag speeches that: had already been announced, he had to be continuously reminded to start : a the dictation. He usually replied that he had to await 
some political development or other in order to base his 
“speech on the outcome. When he had received the awaited 
information, he usually went into his room, considered the 

_ construction of the speech, and noted down some of the 
Main points. After this, he started to dictate immediately. 
_ He usually dictated directly for the typewriter for two rea- 
sons: In the first place, he liked to have what he had already 
_ stated continuously before his eyes, and in the second place, 
he enjoyed the continuous merry clattering of the machine. 
When he had once gotten into the swing of things, he dic- 

_ tated in a fast, mostly a racing, tempo. Sometimes he worked 
himself into an excitement that was positively fearful. This 
“was particularly the case in those speeches which contained 
attacks against Churchill, Roosevelt, or Bolshevism. At that 

_ time his voice swelled to its loudest, he gesticulated with his 
hands, and his flushed face showed an angry expression as 
if the enemy in question stood directly before him. He also 

_ Was in the habit of standing still during these angry remarks, 
| whereas he otherwise. always walked up and down while 
speaking. Sometimes he walked rapidly, sometimes more 
| slowly. When he was excited, he spoke so loud that one 
was able to hear his voice through double doors and several 
Tooms away. 
_ “He let the manuscript lie until the next morning and then 

“started the corrections, which never seemed to end. He used 

“to correct each one of his speeches three or four times. 

After each time, it had to be written anew. His corrections 
consisted primarily of substituting a new, more appropriate, 

word for one of the concepts. Even after he had stated that 

‘a speech was satisfactory, he continued busying himself with 

it, reading various parts of it aloud to himself, until his 

departure for the Reichstag. Whereas he was often monosylla- 

Bic and seemingly far away in the days preceding the dicta- 

tion, he appeared much friendlier and more loosened up 

afterwards. x 
_ “After 1938 he got into the habit of inviting his secretar- 

ies to meals or tea, and into his dining car on trips after, 

for instance, a long dictation. In the circle invited were in- 

cluded primarily the men of his staff and any guests who 

happened to be traveling with him. During his stay at the 

Berghof, which often lasted several weeks, he also took his 

meals regularly with his staff and the guests and also Mee 

guests to attend this afternoon and evening teas. In spite 0 

m 

*~. 



the fact that he often said t 
own personal freedom, he 
payee dared” to remain away fi 

_ evening teas. At the beginning ‘of the war, he to. k 
_ in the headquarters dining room in the company of 
-eral staff officers. He discontinued this sudde 

_ 1941, because several generals had disagreed y 
ing meal time. He was of the opinion that the genera’ 

‘the limits of respect because of the common mea 
_ from then on he ate by himself. When this becam 
ing for him, he sometimes invited a guest who h 
to be at the headquarters. After a while, nome 3r 

they never did, with the exception of fone times whe Hit 
ler came to the table angry and, forgetting his own ‘PE hi 

tion, bared his soul. — pes 
“Hitler was modest in his own way of living. He 

vegetarian through conviction. He regarded alcohol an 
otine as destructive substances. He liked frequently to hol 
long, complete lectures concerning their destructive nature 
His clothing was also simple, without any decorations. 

“No matter in what company Hitler was, or what 
subject was, it was always necessary for him to do all 
talking. I often had the feeling that it made no diffe 
to whom he was speaking, and that the only thing of 
portance was to have listeners. He touched many a 

touch the same theme several times within a few d ys 
He attributed great significance to the talking about ase lf 

in the dark previously often became clear to him while t 
ing about them. He also mentioned that the a 7 

was particularly suitable for building bridges into unexpl 
territories. 

“Hitler’ s suey was truly phenome He often sur 



Hitler 167 

r and other types of ships and remembered exactly when 
a they left their ports and what their tonnage and loads were. _ He remembered where and when he had last seen any given 
man and what they had talked about, even after a period of 

years. He knew the plans of almost all the important 
edifices in the world by heart; and he remembered happen- 
“ings of his childhood just as well as happenings during the 
first World War or occurrences during combat, He had the 
faculty of immediately comprehending everything he read 
‘and retaining it forever. Whenever there was a question, 

as for example, concerning the length of a bridge, Hitler al- 
_ Ways turned out to be right whenever the encyclopedia was 
_ brought out as umpire. No wonder that no one ever dared 
to have a different view and that he considered himself 
_ infallible in every way. This lent an extremely convincing air 
_ to his speeches. He never spoke as one doubting the results. 
_ He saw only the goal, clear and glittering, and skipped 

‘all obstructions in his enthusiasm. For this reason, his con- 
_ yictions, often brought forth in a classically simple manner, 
were indelibly imprinted upon the minds of others. 
_ “After several of his actions had succeeded in spite of the 
_ prophecies of others, his feeling of his own invincibility rose 
to an extreme. It came to the point where he. no longer al- 
lowed any argument. His iron will, which had allowed him 

_ to hold on to a given goal or conclusion, even in previous 
‘years, assumed more and more the form of obstinacy. If 
amyone expressed any doubt, he was accused of narrow- 
mindedness. And, by giving some examples of where he had 
been right, Hitler was able to convince people in spite of 

_ their doubts. 
_ “Hitler understood well how to make the people have con- 
fidence in him. That this was possible was probably due in 
‘part to the fact that he himself was deeply convinced of 

having been chosen to fulfill his mission. At any rate, he 

himself often said this; he stated that he saw the evidence 

for it in the fact that he had never been injured in spite 

of all the planned assassinations, as, for instance, the one of 

the 20th of July, 1944, where he, through a miracle, es- 

caped with only minor injuries. In spite of the fact that 

he otherwise denied all things that were beyond the earthly 

sphere, he admitted the ruling of a supernatural power in 

this case, which resulted in the idea of a man chosen by 

God actually being associated with his person. This was 

never openly mentioned, but I believe that Hitler was ap 

of what power this conception of his person had, and that 

he was therefore interested in avoiding anything which 



er moment. He also spoke of ‘premonitions 

_ that during natural catastrophes millions of human lives - 
_ be destroyed, but that life afterwards would run on ju: 

The absolute cruelty one would gather from this w. 

ates Se: 168 ~—~«*ODER FUEHRER 
could besmirch his halo. In addition, 

allowed him to leave something undone or do i F 

matter of fact, he already had a bad feeling at 
of July, 1944. He gave Eva Braun directions, in 1 
good-by at the Berghof, as to what she should do 
of his death. He told me on the 19th of July, 19 
lunch that he had had a very bad feeling. He said it 
ing must be allowed to happen to him now because: 
not have any successor. =: 

“In all the conversations that Hitler held in our ie 
he always emphasized that all his dealings were dictated by 
the desire to make a better future possible for the Germ: 
people. He never spoke about concentration camp m: 
nor actions concerning Jews. He behaved toward us 
ly in such a way as if these things did not exist. Wh 
sometimes talked about the fact that war was nece: 

before, his face often had a cold, determined expres 

talking was softened somewhat by the real feeling of 
sideration he expressed when listening to the misfortun 
an individual person. Since he had once answered t 
question as to why he had not followed the English 
the defeat at Dunkirk, “Because I wanted to save hi 
lives,’ I did not doubt that he suffered very ~— durin 

sacrifices. His obstinate will, however, did not allow: | 
changing of the course, once it was started. 

“His strong will, too which everything had to bend, - i 
not exclude himself. He was hard with himself and conti u- 
ally exhausted himself mentally. He did not consider that 
the mind needs a certain amount of rest in order to be 
refreshed. As his mental and physical strengths waned, he 
took no heed but started using artificial means, being con- 
vinced that with these, together with his iron will, anything 
was possible. EN 

“In 1945 his physical decline became more and more ob- 
vious. His left hand trembled more and continuously. He 
ways pulled the right leg after him a little when he wal 
The trembling of the hand was obviously painful, becau 
he always tried to hide it with his right. When he wanted | 

lie down on the sofa during tea, he had to have a servant 
put his legs up for him because he was not capable of 
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mr self any more. He was unable to see very much with 
Tight eye and practically nothing with the left. The men- _ 
ecline could no longer be hidden either. His conversa- 

ns had shrunk to a frightening plane. 
“As I saw Hitler for the last time on the night of the 
th—2Ist of April, he presented the picture of a com- 
tely broken man who could not see a way out any more.” 

“In summary, from a medical viewpoint, we would diag- 
nose Adolf Hitler as an individual who in early life suffered 

from marked frustration and, as a result, suffered definite 
| feelings of inferiority thoughout the remainder of his career. 
| In order to overcome these feelings, he developed an over- 
; compensation, which finally culminated in actual belief in 
| his own superiority and Divine mission on earth. He would 
| be classified as a psychoneurotic of the obsessive and hysterical 
| type, and these obsessive and compulsive patterns, driving 
along lines of hyper-compensation, forced him into situa- 
| 1 from which he could not withdraw; and the develop- 
ment of these situations resulted in the war. In addition, he 
had definite hysterical symptoms as manifested by his stom- 
| ach complaints, his outbursts of anger, and his hysterical 
paralysis of his left side. Basically, he also showed paranoid 
OF persecution patterns, manifested by his marked suspicious- 
“fess and his feelings, both for himself and for Germany, 
that every nation and people was persecuting him. Other evi- 
dence of his paranoid and persecution patterns was his pro- 
-jection on to others of the blame for anything untoward that 
happened in the Third Reich. 
~ In simple terms, Hitler was an abnormal and a mentally 
‘ill individual, though his deviations were not of a nature 
Which in the average individual would arouse the serious 
concern of others. He was able, by his drive, his intelligence, 
and his ability in handling people, to reach a position 

Where, in the end, his pathological deviations could disrupt 

and almost destroy the entire civilized world. 
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parent that their pardomsliHied aud es reign Pe te 
Germany yielded information which could well be ad: 
and applied to our own problems. In Germany we found 
businesslike machine set up to control 80 million pers 
to assure unlimited personal power for those in at 
political machine had been developed Bee d 

naut over the rights of the people. 
“Here in America we are very apt to say to o 

’ “We are much too civilized for such a situation to | 
_ We could not possibly regress to a point where a s 
és group could seize total power. We Americans could not 
permit any few men so to control our lives that the | 

death of the population was completely in their hands. 
_ Are we, then, so very different from those people 
whom totalitarianism has been painfully and brutally 
posed? The answer is that, so far as I can determine, 
is no real difference between the individual German and 
individual American except for the German’s more ard 
belief in his ideologies. It is true that the German n 
has a more homogeneous culture. It has had a wo 

“period. than we have been a nator Consequently, Ger 
would be more easily swayed by skillful propaganda. 
aside from our lack of homogeneity, and all that it implie 
in varying origins, a two-party system, and legal “pape 
guarantees of minority rights, I am convinced that the , 
little in America today which could prevent the esta’ h- 
ment of a Nazi-like state. 2 

Such a statement may sound extravagant. It might be 
swered, “We do not have the leaders and neither do 
have the basic ideologies and concepts which os Bee 
be one could use.” 
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‘Let us examine the facts. 
s far as the leaders go, the Hitlers and the Goerings, 
Goebbels’ and all the rest of them were not special types. 

eir personality patterns indicate that, while they are not 
0 ially desirable individuals, their like ‘could very easily be 

ad in America. Neurotic individuals like Adolf Hitler, 
ee from hysterical disorders and obsessive complaints, 

be found in any psychiatric clinic. And there are count- 
less hundreds of similar ones, thwarted, discouraged, deter- 
‘mined to do great deeds, roaming the streets of any American 

y at this very moment. 
trong, dominant, aggressive, egocentric personalities like 
Ting, differing from the normal chiefly in their lack of 

‘conscience, are not rare. They can be found anywhere in 
ithe country—behind big desks deciding big affairs as busi- 
essmen, politicians, and racketeers. 
'Shrewd, smooth, conscienceless speakers and writers like 

\Goebbels, slick, big-time salesmen like Ribbentrop, and all 
|the financial and legalistic hangers-on can be counted among 
ithe men whose faces we know by sight. 

Political rabble rousers, the Streicher and Ley types can 
ioe encountered at any political meeting; and I am sure in 
jour armed forces we could locate smooth, political generals 

r colonels who would be willing to string along with a 
pity able to assure them rapid promotion to the top. 
No, the Nazi leaders were not spectacular types, not per- 
i oe such as appear only once in a century. They sim- 
ply had three quite unremarkable characteristics in common 
—and the opportunity to seize power. These three character- 
istics Were: overweening ambition, low ethical standards, a 

ongly developed nationalism which justified anything doe 
) the name of Germandom. 
“Let us look about us. Have we no ultranationalists among 
$ who would approve any policy, however evil, so long as 

it could be said to be of advantage to America? Have we 
ao men so ruthlessly eager to achieve power that they 
fould not quite willingly climb over the corpses of our mi- 

aorities, if by so doing they could gain totalitarian control 
‘over the rest of us? 

_ So much for the leaders of a potential American Nazism. 
‘hat of the followers? Shocking as it may seem to some of 

is, we as a people greatly resemble the Germans of two 
ecades ago. We have a very similar background of ideolo- 
tical concepts, and we are similarly inclined to base our 

ing on emotional rather than on intellectual evaluations. 
And no one can deny that the basic appeals that Hitler 



“ment of a bstronger iasens sia eh ak 

over the government, demanding government | control of pF 

vate business—all are present in the United States today 

It is a deeply disturbing experience to return fro | Nu 

- remberg to America and find the same racial prejudices the 

the Nazis preached being roused here in the Sar ) 
that rang through the corridors of Nuremberg Jail. 
As has been pointed out, Rosenberg and Hitler ‘did 

originate Germany’s racial prejudices. These have 
in all countries and, in one form or another, for al 
ed time. They persist, with special variation, in Amet 
day. Let me quote: 

“America has a two-fold problem in that it sabe only 
an intellectual Jewish minority, but it also possesses a le 
mass of human strength among its Negroes. If these 
minorities get together, a revolution will take place, which” 
may result in the Nordic group being completely . 
whelmed.” a. 

Does that sound utterly ridiculous? It should, because - : 
source is that font of so much frantic nonsense, Alfred Ros 35 
enberg. But we who would be intelligently aware of our 
problems dare not lightly dismiss such pronouncements 
attitude which inspired them did not breathe its last w 
Rosenberg and his ten companions died. We can fin 
same ideas thinly veiled in our public press today. Mee, 

Even worse, we find some of our top political men, mer 
bers of our highest governing bodies, ee sie 

tion the racial theories with Which he had a been pois 
ing himself. 

Many people will say that this is a country of free f 

talking or writing, and anyone in America has a “right 
talk or write as he pleases. That is quite true. But, at 
start, Hitler and Streicher and Ley and Rosenberg were 
just talking also. 

Interestingly enough, von Schitach? Frick, Speer, ang 
others of the less ardent Nazis all said: “It does not seem 
possible that this could have really happened. Back whe 

these the Party was being formed, we used to listen to 
speeches. Just speeches. Not one of us expected anythin 
more from them than simple stimulation of ose crowds. 
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ause of these speeches. We thought we were listening to 
itical propaganda. We, ourselves, made the same speeches. 
never dreamed it would go so far.” 

The power of the spoken word has been emphasized over 
| over. As a matter of fact, human beings in their present 

tate of development are more moved by words than by 
reason. We allow ourselves to be overcome by emotional 
jassault and battery and in turn use it to try to destroy the 

oncepis and ideals of others. 
__M. F. Ashley Montague in his recent book Man’s Most 
|Dangerous Myth: the fallacy of race, discusses the racial 
{problem in a most intelligent and entertaining fashion. His 
chapter on race and blood should be studied in every school 
jand read by every American. Montague points out how 
iwidely accepted is the fallacy of blood differences, and he 
{emphasizes the use of this myth for political purposes. 
__ Just one year after the end of the war, in one of our popu- 
(lous states, a cheap and dangerous politician utilized racism 
land the concept of white supremacy as the major fea- 
itures of his congressional campaign; another employed them 
jin his successful effort to recapture a governorship. In both 
(Cases it was a coldly calculated technique for political gain. 
[There is absolutely no difference between the methods of 
|these men and those of Streicher or Hitler. : 

- Again, in other states, returning war veterans of Japanese 
yorigin, American military heroes who had been deprived of 
their homes early in the war as a defense measure, were 
held up to ridicule, were discriminated against, even shot at. 
{The mobs which attacked them were incited by a few unscru- 
ypulous individuals who had benefited by forced removal of 
lthe Japanese. 

_ Any analysis of the motives for the political use of racial 
ymyths anywhere invariably reveals that those who employ 
lthem do it in the same fashion as did Hitler and his cohorts. 
[They use racism as a method of obtaining personal power, 
ypolitical agerandizement, or individual wealth. We are allow- 
ling racism to be used here for those ends. I am convinced 
ithat the continued use of these myths in this country will: 
(lead us to join the Nazi criminals in the sewer of civiliza- 

ition. 
‘Despite the lesson of history, in the United States today 

ithe ideologies of the Nazis pass from parent to child, from 

(teacher to student, from author to reader. By so much as 

we nurture racism and similar indigenous racial! attitudes, 
'we risk development here of a totalitarian state. 
This danger is obviously not immediate. We are a vast 
= 4 
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country, made up ex sO many. ‘diferent types 

with so many different specific attitudes 

heterogeneity of structure is our present sal ut 

er areas can be, and already have been, developed 1 to 

cal Nazi-Fascist centers. The power politics of Hue L 

- who enforced his opinions by police control, were identic 

with those of Hitler. Hitler’s success in seizing fi S 

area and making it firmly totalitarian must not be forg 

From a center of strength in Bavaria, he extended 
trol over all Germany. From a similar center of 

in any single state of this country a similar extens 

be predicted. 
Observe an extension technique which Hitler ee, 

January; 1933, which was decisive in his rise to oe 

of not more than a So did the others. The susce ‘ible 
population of Lippe-Detmold was swept away by all 
attention, the freely given promises, the emotional appeals. 
Asa result, National Socialism scored a landslide victory. 
Then Goebbels went to work. In arguments reminisc 

government was oe von Papen brought eee 
high places; he talked with Schleicher who resigned 
Chancellorship, and Hitler was appointed Chancellor = he 
Reich on January 30, 1933. . 

But, you may argue, “This is a democracy and in 
mocracy every individual should be able to vote. In : 
mocracy it should be easy to spot the budding dictator and 

_ defeat him at the polls, legally and democratically, befo 
he gains power.” ‘% 

Theoretically, this is true. But we must never forget 
Hitler was elected by democratic methods in a democrai 
system, which we ourselves helped to set up. He was elect 
in a democratic way because of the failure of German 
ocratic forces to prevent his election, because of the fun 
damental apathy and lack of interest of those forces. St 
apathy and disinterest is not unknown in the United State 
It has been made painfully obvious in many elections that . 
small minority, functioning as an active unit, can a 
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win elections that determine the fate of an apathetic, lethargic, 
-nonvoting majority. 
_ Hete, then, lies the method for the prevention of a to- 

talitarian state. Our primary duty is to vote and, if we are to 
“insure ourselves against totalitarianism, we must first of all 
_Temove all voting restrictions from all our citizens. It is time 
to make the ballot really free, to eradicate the poll tax and 
other restrictions on voting. 
Second, at every election every individual citizen eligible 

to vote must cast his ballot. The larger the vote, the more 
difficult it is for a machine-guided minority to control elec- 
_ tions. ; 
__ Third, we must refuse to vote for anyone who makes po- 
litical capital out of such emotion-laden terms as Jew or Gen- 
| tile, Protestant or Catholic, White or Negro. And we must 
/ undertake to free ourselves from the traditional, emotional 
' use of those terms and others in the same category: Oriental 
and blood and race and so on. 

’ Finally, we must reform our system of education to teach 
| Students to’ think. We may even have to rebuild our lan- 
| gauge habits, eliminating those generalities which actually 
/mean nothing, but which produce in unthinking persons 
| strong emotional reactions. 

If we carry out these four steps—simple to outline but ex- 
(tremely difficult to effect—we shall have established a func- 
tional political democracy by giving every citizen the right 
| inherent in such a democracy. The United States will never 
| reach its full stature until we do. 

' We Shall, of course, never reach that goal until we, as a 
| people, individually develop beyond our present emotional 
j adolescence. We cannot have a mature nation of infantile 
| citizens. As a psychiatrist in the Army, I became convinced 
| that the country which had produced so many thousands of 
| infantile young men was itself emotionally immature. Far 
(too few of our soldiers, or their officers, were mature; a 
‘frighteningly high percentage had an emotional-intellectual 
/age of about ten years. One can say, with reason, that the 
| Germans behaved like children under the rule of Adolf Hit- 
(ler. We are not yet reduced to such a state but we are— 
i like Hess—teetering on the curbstone. 

We can achieve national maturity only through the devel- 
opment of each individual to a true adult status. When such 
)maturity is reached, each individual will then be competent 
iwithin himself to evaluate properly the mouthings of our 
| propagandists. Until then, total voting and an attempt to 
| guard ourselves against the tyranny of words and to evaluate 

ee’. 
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properly each candidate for public office is the only answer. 
This answer depends on the citizens. of the United States— 
every single one of us. : ais: 

It is up to us to determine whether to foster racial ha- 
_treds and prejudices. It is up to us whether we learn from 
the holocaust of Europe and apply what we learn to our 
own lives. It is up to us to develop a truly democratic na- 
tion where we and our children can live without bickering, 
without hatreds, emotionally secure because we are an emo- 
tionally mature nation. 
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